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2 THE HISTORY OF THE FALL OF HAN. [SEKH. 

thing that creepeth a poo the earth. So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of Grod created be 
him ; male and female created he them '." " And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, hehold, it was 
very good ■\" 

This glorious and happy creature man, heing thus 
pre-obliged to the love and service of his Maker by 
the free communication of all manner of good, was 
next, in God's wisdom, to he tried and disciplined. 
" The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food ; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil *" " And 
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat : hut of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die '." 

Man, however, (as we shall see hereafter,) disregarded 
this prohibition, transgressed, and incurred the penalty 
of disobedience. In him the whole human nature, at 
that time contained in his person, fell likewise. And 
so it has come to pass, that we all are born in sin, and 
become children of God's wrath. This sad lapse, how- 
ever, was overruled to God's glory. It gave occasion 
for the exercise of the Divine attribute of mercy in 
that method of redemption provided for the penitent 
believer in Jesus Christ: who (as we shall see pre- 
sently) was graciously promised to be his Saviour the 
moment that such a promise became necessary through 
man's rebellion. 

I shall make some observatioDS on the circumstances 
of the history, in order to the practical application of it. 

Pursuing the method which the narrative itself sug- 
gests, I am led to consider, 
L First, the temptation. 

' Gen. i. 26, 27. ' Gen. i. 31. 

' Gen. ii. 8,9. ' Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
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4 THE HISTORY OF THE FALL OF MAN. [SEBM. 

ruler of the darkness (that is, the wickedness) of this 
world '," the spirit " that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience '," It behoves us, therefore, having such 
a specimen of hig craft, to follow the Apostle's injunc- 
tion, " Be sober, be vigilant ;" and whensoever we 
pray, as without ceasing we ought to do, " deliver us 
from evil," to include in our petition (what the words 
no doubt were intended to include, if not principally 
to aim at) a desire to be delivered from "the evil one," 
that is, iVom the snares and malice of the devil. 

But observe the manner of the tempter's address to 
our first parent. He begins most artfully by question- 
ing the Divine command, whether it really could be as 
the woman supposed or not. " Yea, hath God said, 
Ye sliall not eat of every tree of the garden " ? " 
It cannot be, he would insinuate, that any restriction 
should be laid upon you ; God, having spread such 
an inviting feast before you, haa certainly left you 
at liberty freely to partake of it. Here, however, for 
the moment, he is foiled. The woman replies de- 
cidedly, " We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden : but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat 
of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die." Upon 
this, Satan is obliged to change his ground. So, boldly 
contradicting the Almighty, he next denies that there 
could be danger in transgression. " Ye shall not surely 
die." Contempt of the Divine prohibition could not 
be attended with any evil whatever. On the contrary 
(as he goes on blasphemously to insinuate), the restric- 
tion (if indeed such a restriction must be admitted to 
have been imposed) could arise only from envy and ill 
will on the part of God, who would not have them to 
be so happy or so wise as that tree could make them : 
and, instead of losing any thing, they would in truth 
become great gainers by disobedience. " Ye shall not 
surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knovring good and evil." 

' Eph. vi. 12. " Eph. ii. 2. " Gen. iii. 4, 6. 
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I.] THE HISTOEY OP THE FALL OF MAN. 5 

Here we have an eminent example of the artifices 
by which Satan has again and again beguiled mankind, 
and is still beguiling thousandB. 

Speaking within us by means of the perverse reason- 
ings of our own corruption, he suggests, Hath God indeed 
said ye shall not do this or that? Seeing such enjoy- 
ments are to be had, and are so exactly suitable to our 
appetites, can it be that a gracious God bas forbidden 
them ? Must it not be an over strictness so to inter- 
pret his commandments ? Surely we may take freely 
of this indulgence and commit no sin at all. Thus we 
learn to shut our eyes against the precept or to explain 
away the meaning of it ; and then, as, " where no law is 
there is no transgression'," we offend without remorse of 
conscience, — sin, and yet trust in ourselves that we are 
righteous. 

But the commandment is too plain for this cheat to 
succeed at all times. 

The tempter therefore proceeds vnth us as he did of 
old. " Ye shall not surely die." " I shall have peace 
{we can say within ourselves), though I walk in the 
imagination of mine heart*." Indeed, our Saviour, speak- 
ing of the wicked, says, "These shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment';" " Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire *." But this we would persuade our- 
selves never can be true. Surely none can receive, at 
least none but the very vilest and most abandoned, such 
a death as this, an eternal death at the hands of the best 
of Beings. God must he too merciful to cast his crea- 
tures into hell. Or, if we do sin, we intend to repent 
hereafter, and thus in one way or other we shall cer- 
tainly escape. 

The bribe added to this, finishes the delusion and 
completes our ruin. Sin is little, we think: the execution 
of the curse uncertain : but the pleasures of sin are great 
and at hand. *' Ye shall be as gods " — shall obtain 
much profit or enjoyment from transgression. There- 
fore God is provoked every day. Regardless of the 
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6 THE HISTORY OP THE FALL OP MAN. [SERM. 

bounties with which He loads us continually, we 
charge Him foolishly, as though defect of goodness 
dictated the wholesome restraints He lays upon us; 
and our affections are alienated from Him. Other 
lords get the dominion over us. " My people (saith 
He) have committed two evils; they have fwsaken 
me, the fountain of living waters, and they have 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can bold 
no water'." 

II. Thus it befel with onr firat parent : " When the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat, and gave also unto her husband ; and he did eat." 

Observe here the progress of delusion, the same in 
her aa it is wont to he in us. "The thought of foolish- 
ness is sin ^." The woman could have had no good reason 
to deliberate at all. She ought to have rejected the 
devil's suggestion peremptorily and at once. For she 
had a plain commandment not to eat, of which she was 
well aware ; a commandment from Him who made ber, 
and had given her all things richly to enjoy. So that 
the very balancing of it in her mind, whether it would 
be better for her to transgress or not, was a sin of 
great ingratitude and most grievous folly. However 
she did not stop at this. The road of sin is a dovra- 
bill road. Having looked at the tree, and found it 
pleasant to the eye, having sinned so far as to covet the 
forbidden fruit, thoogh she had no testimony but that 
of the tempter, of its power to make her wise, yet she 
readily believes his promise, and disregards God's threat- 
ening, distrusts and suspects the Divine goodness, 
of which she had had such full experience, and relies 
upon Satan's friendship, of which she could have had no 
experience at all ; conceives a most presumptuous hope 
of impunity in transgression, and expects a vast grati- 
fication both of ambition and of sensual appetite. And 
then, without more consideration, she rushes madly upon 
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I.] THE HISTORY OF THE FALL OF MAN. 7 

the act, and completes the sin by being Satan's agent 
to seduce her husband. In this manner sin entered, 
and the devil triumphed in establishing his usurped 
authority. " For of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought into bondage '." 

III. We are to consider, next, the immediate effect 
of their sin upon the transgressors. 

It produced an immediate and most lamentable 
change both in their condition and in their character. 
They had presumptuously expected an alteration for 
the better. But the devil was a liar from the begin- 
ning. He promised that their eyes should be opened, 
and that they should be as gods, knowing good and 
evil. Their eyes, indeed, were opened ; but it was 
only to see that they were naked. A new knowledge 
of good and evil they did indeed acquire, but it was a 
fer different knowledge from that which the tempter 
had taught them to expect. Good they knew by com- 
parison with its opposite, and evil by sad experience ; 
so that, in fact, the fair fruit was poison, their new 
discoveries were their torments. And then, in the 
instant that they did transgress, they did most truly 
die : for their glory departed irom them ; their souls 
were despoiled of the image of God ; they became 
earthly, sensual, blind, ungodly, proud, self-righteous, 
and fiiU of evil. This their subsequent behaviour 
testifies in a very abundant and striking manner. 

The woman, the moment she has committed the 
sin, shows whose servant she is become by her zeal 
to propagate it. She tempts the man; and then both 
run away from God. He who used to be their 
delight, is now become their aversion, because, since 
they have sinned, He is become their terror. 
Slavish fear has succeeded to filial confidence. 
And then behold the first effort of their newly- 
acquired wisdom ; the utmost they can think of is to 
shelter themselves behind the covert of a few trees 
from the Almighty indignation which seems ready to 
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8 THE HI8T0EY OF THE PALL OF MAN. [SERM. 

conBome them. But are there no signs of good ? Are 
they already dead in trespasses and sins? la there no 
right principle 1 Is there nothing hopeful left ? No 
such thing is visible in their demeanour. They are 
terrified, but not humbled. Their mouths are stopped, 
but there is no ingenuous confession. When the Lord 
says, "Adam, where art thou?" Adam answers by a 
falsehood : " I was afraid, because I was naked." And 
when by a second question the Almighty lets him 
understand that he knew his fear to have been the 
consequence of his sin, by which only his nakedness 
could liave been discovered to him, though he cannot 
deny the fact, he will not own it, but, saith he, " The 
woman — she gave me of the tree, and I did eat." Yea, 
" the woman whom thou gavest to be with me." As 
though he would lay the blame at last upon God Him- 
self, insinuating that, had it not been for his gift, the 
sin had never been committed. The woman had no 
opportunity of copying this blasphemy. But she shifts 
the blame from herself, as well as she can, and lays it 
upon the serpent, "The serpent beguiled me, and I did 
eat." It was true the serpent beguiled her, but it was 
with her own free consent. And this she would have 
acknowledged, had her heart been truly humbled. But 
neither of them show any marks at all of godly sorrow, 
any grief for the insult offered to their Maker, any 
sense of the enormity of their offence as committed 
against so kind a benefactor. 

Mark these circumstances well, for they contain an 
authentic picture of man, even of ourselves, in our un- 
converted state. 

We have all not only inherited Adam's sinful nature, 
but sinned actually after the similitude of his trans- 
gression ; that is, in defiance of a known and ex- 
press commandment. The effect of sin is precisely 
the same with us as it was with him. It separates 
between us and our God. By the light of natural 
conscience we see, because we are constrained to see, 
that we are amenable to God's justice ; therefore, alto- 
gether amiable as God is, we cannot behold Him as 
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I.] THE HISTORY OF THE FALL OF HAN. 9 

sncb. We see Him only as the Almighty to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, and we are terrified. 

If Divine grace interfere not to overrule this terror for 
better purposes, its effect upon the natural man is to 
drive him by various expedients to put God out of all his 
thoughts. The prodigal, like Adam among the trees, 
gathers all together, and departs from his Father's 
bouse into a far country. The sinner silences con- 
science as well as he can, wastes his talents in excess 
of riot, adds iniquity to iniquity : the further he goes 
the more he is enslaved ; and consequently, when any 
thing forces him to think, the heavier weight of con- 
demnation does he see himself to have incurred, the 
more does he see God and his law to be contrary to 
him. Hence a secret wish that God and his law were 
different from what they are, a carnal enmity to God 
ae He is, a hatred of God's holy nature : and what is 
this but hatred of God Himself 1 Hence, though the 
evil shall have proceeded so far in time, tlmt conscience 
shall have become seared and hardened, and the sinner 
shall not even think of his Maker as an object of 
terror, but disregard Him utterly ; still he will imitate 
his fallen progenitor : he will flee from God's pre- 
sence, because purity is become loathsome to him. 
Thus we see that the act of prayer, which is one of 
the most direct acts of communion with God of which 
the Christian is capable, is a thing loathed and hated 
by the unbeliever, yea, a toil and a burden to the 
Christian himself, whensoever the law that is in his 
members obtains a temporary ascendancy over the 
principle of grace. But, sinful in heart and life as the 
unconverted man is, though the fact of his transgression 
be never so glaring and detestable, though his mouth 
be stopped and he dare not deny the deed, yea, though 
he should be made to crouch and tremble at the 
thought of his doom, like a slave beneath the rod — yet 
there is no humiliation of spirit. He will only confess 
just so much as it is impossible to deny. If he did sin, 
he has this or that excuse for it. He will blame his 
fellow-creatures, his earthly circumstances, God's judg- 
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menta or God's mercies, any thing, however feUely or 
perversely, provided he can thereby find a pretence, in 
any measure, to justify himself. And if he be at last 
BO detected, that something like confession is wrung 
out of him, his sorrow is for the punishment, not for 
the sin ; the affront and injury done to God move bim 
not at all. This is the temper of corrupt nature, and 
evidently was the temper of our fallen parents. 

IV. We will consider, lastly, the manner of God's 
dealings with them. In this there are three things 
observable. 

1 . First (as we have seen already). He calb Adam to 
account. This was necessary in order to set his sin 
before him. But it could not of itself avail to bring 
him to a right mind. 

2. The Almighty therefore proceeds, in the next 
place, even without any manner of solicitation for par- 
don on the part of the rebels themselves, to preach his 
Gospel to them. " The Lord God said unto the ser- 
pent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field ; 
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life : and I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel '." This, as it is the first, so is it the most com- 
prehensive prophecy of Holy Writ. I cannot there- 
fore attempt, at present, to explain it to you fully. 
But you know, in general, that it refers to Jesus Christ: 
who should in due time be manifested, at the expense 
of his own sufferings, utterly to destroy the empire, and 
undo the works of Satan. Adam might not under- 
stand the prediction so clearly as the event enables us 
to do. But doubtless he would learn from it, that his 
treacherous foe was eventually to be ruined, and that a 
way of reconciliation to God, and restoration to hap- 
piness, was graciously provided for himself; and then, 
the effect of a hearty belief of the promises would be 
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I.] THE HISTORY OF THE PALL OF MAN. 11 

exactly the same to him, as the effect of genuine faith 
in Christ crucified is now to us. It vould take awaj 
that overwhelming terror which at the first made him 
hide himself from God. It would show him his 
Maker's goodness in a new and most endearing light, 
and lead him both to see and to abhor his own baseness. 
It would melt his stubborn heart, subdue his contracted 
enmity, rekindle the holy flame of love, make him look 
upon God as twice a father to him, make him bum 
with zeal to testify his thankfulness, and to devote him- 
self unreservedly to God's service. 

3. But the poison had struck deep, and the taint 
which man's soul had contracted rendered a new mode 
of probation and discipline necessary. Accordingly 
we find that the Almighty immediately decreed that 
a great change should take place in man's condi- 
tion upon earth. To the woman He mnltiplies sorrow 
in child-bearing. To the man He declares, '* Cursed is 
the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life *." To both He awards death 
temporal, and both are driven out of Paradise. Thus 
the history concludes. But we must not mistake this 
for vengeance. It is of a piece with all God's dealings 
with his children whom He loves. " Whom the Lord 
loveth he correcteth, even as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth '." He let them taste the bitter fruits of 
sin, that they might the more readily be brought to 
loathe it. He taught them experimentally the vanity 
of the creature, that so their regards might be turned 
back again to the all-sufficient Creator. Labour was 
fitter for man now than ease ; and a world of 
thorns and thistles more suitable than a garden. He 
would keep them, by sorrows and sufferings, in a de- 
pendent, praying frame of spirit, and so He would 
bumble them and prove them, to do them good at 
the latter end. 

And this is the method in which God also deals by 
us. His law arraigns us for our transgression, and 

' Gen. iii. 17. ' Pfov. iii. 12. 
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finds UB guilty. His Gospel provides our ransom, and, 
if we will embrace the Gospel, his providence will so 
overrule the trials and cares of this life as to make 
them advance our growth in godliness. Let us pray 
for a humble and believing heart, that we may receive 
every thing at hie hands aright, and not do despite to 
the Spirit of grace. 

Let us not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when we are rebuked of Him. Let us look upon 
toil and trouble as the wise prescription of the great 
Physician of our souls. If Satan be permitted to 
bruise our heel, let the Seed of the woman be our stay 
under every trial. God hath said, that He must pre- 
vail finally and completely ; and the word of our God 
shall stand for ever. In this faith and confidence let 
us bless God as " for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life; so above all, for his inesti- 
mable love in the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. And let us beseech Him to give us such 
a due sense of all his mercies, that our hearts being 
nnfeignedly thankful, we may show forth his praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives ; by giving up our- 
selves to his service, and by walking before Him in 
holiness and righteousness all our days ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen'." 

* General Thanksgiving. 
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which serves ue, for the present, instead of the actual 
possession or sight of the things we expect and hope 
for, making us to be fully satisfied that we shall obtain, 
in due season, the things promised us by God if we go 
God's way to seek them, though we have them not now 
in hand ; and causing us to act with reference to things 
invisible, as we should do if they were before our eyes ; 
so that the reality and genuineness of the principle 
is ascertained by the fruits or effects which it pro- 
duces on our behaviour. ' For instance, if we saw 
heaven, we should run to it ; if we saw hell, we should 
flee from it. We are told of both by God, and of the 
several courses which iofallibly lead to each : repent- 
ance, through Christ's merits, to the first : impenitence, 
in Divine justice, to the second. Now if we assent or 
consent to the Divine testimony in such manner, as that, 
by patient continuauce in well doing, we are willing to 
seek and do seek life eternal, and rejoice in the hope 
of it only in proportion as we are conscious of so seek- 
ing it; and if we flee from sin because we fear per- 
dition, never thinking that we can escape it whilst we 
are vrilfully going on in wickedness, but being thankful 
to surrender all sin that we may escape it ; in this case 
we act just as we should do if heaven aai hell and the 
several roads to them were made visible to our senses ; 
we give the same credit to Almighty God as we should 
do to our eyesight ; we take his word for sufficient secu- 
rity, and, so doing, we honour Him as we ought to do. 
And, that being the case,He will honour us as He has pro- 
mised; we shall not be disappointed of our hope in Him; 
we shall save our soula alive. But if we act otherwise we 
are lost. In the remainder of the chapter the Apostle 
gives, as I said, various examples or instances in a way 
of illustration. One is the case of Noah in the text. 
This, by God's assistance, I shall examine in its parti- 
culars, and then make some application. 

I. In the time of Noah, mankind generally " had be- 
come sinners before the Lord exceedingly," so that it 
repented God that He had made mankind upon the 
earth, and it grieved Him at his heart. He. purposed 
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should be brought about Noah could not tell ; but this 
made no difference as to what he should think, or as to 
how he should act. God had said, and the words, as 
we read them, have a peculiar force and emphasis ; 
" Behold I, even I, do bring a flood ;" and tWs was 
enough. There was God's word for it ; He was about 
to take the matter in band Himself; and therefore 
Noah, ia the first place, fully expected the flood ; 
nothing was wanted to make him surer of it than he 
was. Such was his faith. And the fruits and signs of 
it are very clear. 

For first, saya the text, *' Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet," was "moved with fear." 
This was the immediate effect npon his inward mind, 
produced by his faith and by nothing else. For when 
there was no danger of any sort to be seen, he would 
not have trembled as in the presence of danger, had it 
not been foretold, and had he not believed what was 
foretold. The Word of God, through believing, was 
as eyes to him. On the other hand, the men of that 
generation, to whom Noah repeated what had been 
revealed to himself, feared, as it should appear, not at 
all ; or, if they did, the impression was but momentary, 
they very soon got over it. If so, it is very clear that 
they did not believe. For, had they done so, there was 
just as good reason why they should have been afraid, 
as there was why Noah should. And, indeed, it would 
have been quite unnatural and impossible for them not 
to have been afraid. 

But Noah's jaith went further, and embraced the 
whole of the Divine testimony. As his mind's eye saw 
the flood coming, and he trembled as if an awful 
danger was actually before him, so his mind's eye 
saw also the way of escape and refuge ; and this counter- 
balanced his natural dread, and gave him hope and 
ease, so that he could rejoice whilst he trembled. 

" He prepared an ark," it is said, " to the saving of 
his house." He was fully persuaded that, however 
terrible the coming judgment might be, and however 
universal the destruction, he and bis should be rescued 
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St. Paul tells us, further, that Noah did two things 
by his faith and conseqaeot behaviour. 

Ist. He "condemned the world." 

As Noah was affected, they might have been a£^ted ; 
and what he did, it was equally in their power to have 
done. They might have been moved with fear, as he 
was ; they might have taken warning ; they might 
have joined him in his work ; they might have sought 
admittance into the ark for themselves : but they did 
not. 

Then they perished, simply by their own fault, and 
by their own obstinacy. As it was their sin which 
occasioned the sending of the flood, so it was their 
unbelief which refused co-partnership with Noah, and 
rejected the ark. God did not send the judgment for 
nothing, neither did He fail to provide for them a way 
of rescue, if they would make use of it. "His long- 
suffering waited," St. Peter tells us, "while the ark 
was a preparing." And that forbearance might have been 
their salvation. Their first disobedience, then, though 
it deserved destruction, could not have actually brought 
it or made it sure, had they not rejected the counsel of 
Divine mercy against themselves. Their case was just 
the same with that of the Israelites, who died in the 
wilderness, of whom the Apostle says, " so we see that 
they could not enter in," that is, into the land of pro- 
mise, "because of unbelief *." 

Of this Noah's conduct certifies us. He was witness, 
by what he did, and by the issue of it, for God, and 
against them. And by justifying God, he condemned 
them; or, in other words, bis behaviour made it plain, 
that their blood was upon their own heads, and that 
they had ruined and destroyed themselves. 

2ud. And then, adds the Apostle, Noah "became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith." 

He was not, strictly speaking, righteous in bis own 
person. A good man he was, through grace, but not, 
when tried by the law of God, one who had continued 
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kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment and perdition of uogodly men *." Not that 
the day of the Lord will come at the end of 120 years, 
or at any foreknown time, but that it " will come as a 
thief in the night ' ;" and that then " the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up." This we are told, and 
the truth stands upon the very same word of Almighty 
God which forewarned Noah of the deluge. And at 
that day, " the kings of the earth," it is said further, in the 
prophetic vision of St. John, "and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid them- 
selves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains ; 
and said to the mountains and rocks. Fall on us, and 
hide US from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of 
his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand'?" 
And again, "The fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which bumeth with fire and brim- 
stone : which is the second death '." " And the 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the people 
that forget God *." So there is cause enough why we 
also should be moved with fear, seeing there is not one 
of us who can say, I am clean without transgression. 

Nevertheless, there is no cause why we should give 
ourselves up for lost, or be without plentiful consolation, 
even whilst we still stand in awe, and tremble for our- 
selves, and all around us. God has done as efiectually 
for us as He did for Noah, when He said, " Make thee 
an ark of gopher wood." The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower, and if the righteous runneth into it he 
shall be safe. The Lord Jesus Christ is our ark, which 
God Himself has made ready for us ; and He says, 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 

' 2 Pet. iii. 7. * Ver. 10. ' Rev. vi. 16—17. 

' Rev. xxi. 8. ' Ps. ix. 17. 
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and I ■will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls'." *'Repent,and believe the 
Gospel'." " For this is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hatb not the 
Son of God hath not life ' ;" and again, " Come out from 
among them," — from the ungodly and their ways, as 
Noah did, — ■" and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty*." 

This is the Gospel which, by the Word of God, we 
preach unto you. And though we are commanded to 
declare that God's Spirit vrill not always strive with 
you, we are at the same time permitted and required 
to add, " Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation'." If therefore to-day ye will 
hear God's voice, ye may hear it to your everlasting 
benefit, notwithstanding what is past. It is " he that 
believeth not," and no other, " that shall he damned *." 

Then the exhortation to be built on all this is ob- 
vious, and may be condensed in the words of the 
Apostle to the awakened jailor at Philippi, " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shaJt be saved'." 
Only that ye may have this faith, ye must pray for it, 
and labour for it, as the Scriptures teach ; and, that ye 
may not deceive yourselves with any false pretence or 
counterfeit of it, ye will do well to compare what you 
take to be the principle in yourselves, with those act- 
ings of it which were manifested in the behaviour of 
Noah, and those actings too of the contrary prin- 
ciple which appeared in the men of his generation. 

For, first, " the same Spirit which revealeth the object 
of faith generally to the universal Church of God, 
which object is propounded externally by the Church 
to every particular believer, doth also illuminate the 
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understanding of such as believe, that they may receive 
the truth, for faith is the gift of God, not only in the 
object but alBo in the act : Christ is not only given unto 
Qs, in whom we believe, but it is also given us in the 
behalf of Christ to believe on Him ; and this gift is a 
git% of the Holy Ghost working within ns an assent 
unto that which by the word is propounded to ub : by 
this the Lord opened the heart of Lydia that she 
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul ; 
by this the word preached profitetb, being mixed with 
&ith in them that hear it. As the increase and per- 
fection, BO the original or initiation of faith is from the 
Spirit of God, not only by an external proposal in the 
word, but by an internal illumination in the soul, by 
which we are inclined to the obedience of &ith, in 
assenting unto those truths which, unto a natural and 
carnal man, are foolishness V 

Take up then the prayer of David, " Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law ' ;" and that of the Apostles, " Lord, increase our 
feith "*;" and those of our Church, "O God, who didst 
teach the hearts of thy faithful people, by the sending 
to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; grant us by 
the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things '." 
" Give unto us the increase of faith, hope, and charity ; 
and that we may obtain that which thou dost promise, 
make us to love that which thou dost command ^" For 
the Scripture not only says, " Wait upon the Lord'," but, 
" in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited 
for thee* ;" and again, " Thou meetest him that rejoiceth 
and worketh righteousness, those that remember thee 
in thy ways '." And again, in St. Luke, " Take heed how 
ye bear," that is, how ye hear the Gospel which ye are 
to believe ; " for whosoever hath, to him shall be given ; 
and whosoever bath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which heseemetb to have*." God has not pledged 

' See Pearson on the Creed, Art. viii. ' Ps. cxix. 18. 

" Luke xvii. 3. ' Collect for Whit-Sunday. 

' Collect for 14th Sunday after Trinity, ' Pa. xxvii. 14. 

* Isa. xxvi. 8. ' laa. Ixiv. 5. * Luke viii. 18. 
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Himeelf to help our tinbelief, except we will act upon 
such a measure of faith and knowledge of truth as we 
already poBsess ; and, as faith produces good living as 
its fruit, 80 good living strengthens faith, as well as 
proves the being of it in the soul. 

But this brings me to the other point. Look 
at Noah, and copy him, that ye may not deceive your- 
selves with a counterfeit. Prove your own selves; 
examine yourselves whether ye be in the fiiith. It 
was with Noah, as St. James tells us it was afterwards 
with Abraham. " Seest thou how faith vrrought 
with his works, and by works was faith made perfect'?" 
"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also *." Show that you have the 
reward of the righteous and the perdition of ungodly 
men every day before the eyes of your mind, though 
neither is seen as yet, by every day doing what will have 
some likeness to Noah's daily labours to construct the 
ark ; I mean plainly, Flee for refuge to Jesus Christ, 
and quarrel with none of God's methods of saving you 
by Him. Every day of your lives come to God in his 
name by prayer, feed upon Him in your hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving at every opportunity in the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper : search for Him in the Scrip- 
tures, which testify of Him ; and walk as if you were 
always actually transacting business with God, through 
his intervention and intercession, for the saving of your 
souls. Remember besides what salvation is, and what 
are the promises. Not simply that yon shall be saved 
from the penalties of sin, but that you shall be 
saved from sin itself; not simply that you may look 
through Christ for new heavens and a new earth, but 
that you may look for new heavens and a new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness, and that, seeing ye do 
look for such things, ye must be diligent that ye may 
be found of your Lord in peace, without spot, and 
blameless '. This is^ part and parcel of the Divine re- 
cord, touching the grace of God which hath appeared 



oogic 



24 , koah's faith. [serh. 

unto all men to bring salvation ; and there must be no 
rending asunder of what God hath joined. Saj not 
then that you have set your affections on things above, 
and expect not that when Christ shall appear ye shall 
appear with Him in glory, unless you obey such pre- 
cepts as these which follow : " Mortify your members 
which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetous- 
nesB, which is idolatry"." And "putoffall the8e;anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 
your moutb. Lie not one to another. Put on as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
bumblenesB of mind, meekness, long-suffering; for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any : even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things 
put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness '." All 
this is included in the short account given of Noah, 
that "he walked with God." And Christ says, "Why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
1 say'1" For in Him nothing availeth, or will be ac- 
cepted as true faith uniting us to Him, hut that " faith 
which worketh by love ■." 

To conclude ; the behaviour of the men of Noah's 
day shows you what are the hindrances which pre- 
vent our having faith. They knew not till the flood 
came and took them all away ; but it was not because 
the revelation was not clear, or because they had not 
opportunities suflicient for them as well as Noah, but 
their hearts were wholly taken up, our Lord tells us, 
with worldly things. " No man can serve two masters : 
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon *." It is vain to talk 
to men of judgment to come, whilst their heart-s are 
fiill of the world ; it is sowing seed among the thorns. 
Men wilt not come unto Christ that they might have 
life, because the full soul loatheth an honeycomb, be- 



Digitizedty Google 



il] noah's faith. 25 

cause they are careful and troubled about other things. 
Whether it be that they are engaged with enjoying 
or with coveting them, or with complaining of the want 
of them, it is the same thing. Faith cannot enter. A 
strong man armed keepeth his palace in their hearts, 
and his goods are in peace. It is to no purpose that 
he that preaches fills his mouth with arguments ; 
there is no admittance for them ; and if any say, Show 
me more cause why I should believe, and then I will 
believe ; his case is just that of the rich man's brethren, 
who heard not Moses and the Prophets, and would 
have been no better persuaded though one had risen 
from the dead to testify to them. As godly living 
both proves faith and helps it, worldly living both 
proves unbelief and confirms it. If faith is necesfory, 
therefore, so is holiness ; and to which soever of them 
we would bring men, the other must be inculcated. 
Ye then that do truly and earnestly repent you of 
your sins, and are in love and charity with your neigh- 
bours, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, walking from henceforth in his 
holy way, but no other ; ye may draw nigh to God 
in faith; and, being justified by Jaith, ye shall have 
peace with Him, through Jesus Christ our Lord, and 
be ma<le actual inheritors of the righteousness which 
is by faith, to the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein He shall make you accepted in his Beloved. 
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" And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon 
the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; 
the Lord being merciful unto him : and they brought him forth, 
and set him without the city. 

" And it came to pass, when they had brought him forth abroad, 
that he said, Escape for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither 
stay thou in all the plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou he 
consiuned." 

It is written, " Thou ehalt not follow a multitude to do 
evil '." In that there can be no security. But who is 
he that shall harm you, if ye be followers of that which 
is good ? In a holy singularity, in the midst of a per- 
verse generation, our security is complete. For while 
" the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men *," He " pre- 
" serveth the souls of his saints ^" Though hand join in 
hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished : but the 
seed of the righteous shall be delivered \" 

These important truths are most strikingly illus- 
trated by the awful narrative contained in this chapter. 

1. The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of 
the rest of the cities of the plain, were sinners before the 

' Exod. xxiii. 2. ' Rom. i. 18. 

' Pa. xcvii. 10. * Prov. xi. 21. 
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and consequently how deeply indebted the world is to 
those whom it insolenttj despises: and lastly, how 
forbearing the Lord is, how slow to anger, how un- 
willing to destroy, and, therefore, how unimpeachable 
his justice must needs be when He does smite at last. 
However, the Holy Ghost baa chosen to hand down to 
the Church a specimen of the horrible iniquity of those 
people, in order that we may understand what is the 
natural product of the human heart, how wicked men 
wax worse and worse, and how completely hardened 
the heart will become at last, through ein'a deceitful- 
nees, so that the most alarming judgments shall be 
utterly ineffectual to work upon it. This wickedness is 
stated inthenarrativebeforeu8,whichwehave heard; and 
it appears that all the people were consenting to it, both 
old and young, from every quarter. And after the two 
angels, who came with a commissioa to destroy the city, 
had smitten them all with blindness, even this miracle, 
wrought upon their own persons, was not sufficient to 
deter them from their purpose; for they persevered, 
we read, till they had wearied themselves in endea- 
Touring to find the door. There remained, therefore, 
now only one obstacle to their destruction. One 
righteous man there was in the city, and he must be 
placed in security. But no sooner was this effected, 
than the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven ; and 
He overthrew those cities, and that which grew upon 
the ground. So inevitable is the perdition of all who 
will go on still in their wickedness: so certain is it 
that God will be glorified in all his creatures, and that 
He will magnify his law and make it honourable, by 
inflicting the penalty upon transgressors if they will 
not suffer it to be magnified in Christ by availing them- 
selves of God's mercy in Him. 

2. But when God overthrew the cities of the plain. 
He remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the 
midst of the overthrow. The inhabitants of these 
cities were determined and incorrigible sinners, hut 
Lot, Abraham's nephew, who dwelt among them, was a 
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man of very difFereat character. " For that righteous 
man (St. Peter tells us), in seeing and hearing, vexed 
his righteous eoul from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds'." He was a true believer, a saint, though, as it 
should seem in some respects, a weak one. And now 
let us discern between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that serveth the Lord, and him that 
serveth Him not. The Lord's portion is his people, 
and under the shadow of his wings shall be their refuge, 
till danger and calamity be overpast. He will smite them 
friendly, indeed, and reprove them, but He will not give 
them over unto death. His loving-kindnesses He will 
not utterly take from them, nor suiTer his faithfulness to 
fail. For their sakes He will do much for all who 
belong to them ; and even if their friends and con- 
nexions forsake their own mercies. He will surely save 
his people themselves, though it may be needful, in the 
act of saving, to chasten them for their profit. Thus it 
fared with Lot. Before the city might be destroyed, 
the men (that is, the two angels whom God bad sent 
in the likeness of men to smite it,) said unto him, 
" Hast thou here any besides ? son-in-law, and thy sons, 
and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in this 
city, bring them out of this place; for we will destroy 
this place ^" Lot's sons-in-law, however, would not 
believe him when he warned them of their danger, and 
therefore they were left to perish. But as to Lot 
himself, when the morning arose, the angels hastened 
him, saying, " Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daugh- 
ters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the 
iniquity of the city." But the good man was loth to 
go. Destruction, indeed, was coming upon the city, 
therefore he could not stay ; yet he made not so much 
haste as the urgency of the case required. What 
should he do, he thought ? whither might he flee 1 he 
had no time to make provision for his journey, or to 
take any thing with him. All his possessions must be 
left behind, and he could hardly find in his heart to 

■ 2 Pet. ii. 8. * Gen. xix. 12, 15. 
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part with tliem. How justly might he have been left 
to the consequences of his irresolution, to die with 
those from whom he would not separate himself! But 
his guests brought him to a right mind by a gracious 
violence, and would not suffer him to throw himself 
away. " Wbile he lingered," it is said, " the men laid 
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and 
upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being 
merciful unto him : and they brought him forth, and 
set him without the city; . . . and said, Escape for thy 
life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 
plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed." 
So the Lord chose him a place of refuge. But his 
condescension does not stop here. " Lot said unto 
them. Oh, not so, my Lord ; behold now, thy servant 
hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified 
thy mercy, which thou hast showed unto me in saving 
my life ; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest 
some evil take me, and I die : behold now, this city is 
near to flee unto, and it is a little one : Oh, let me 
escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul 
shall live '." There is a great deal of infirmity in this 
prayer. It was Lot's weakness to think that a city of 
his own choosing could be safer than the mountain 
which God had appointed for him. And certainly he 
argued against himself, when he pleaded. Thou bast 
magnified thy mercy in saving my life, and I cannot 
escape to the mountain, lest I die. For could not He 
that plucked him out of Sodom, when he lingered, 
carry him safe to the mountain, though he began to 
tire ? Could not He that had saved htm from greater 
evils save him from the lesser? However, God granted 
his request, though mingled with so much distrust. 
" See (He says) I have accepted thee concerning this 
thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the 
which thou hast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither; 
for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither'." 
So by the time the sun was risen, Lot arrived safe at 

' Gen. xix. 16—20. * Ver. 21, 22. 
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fleeing towards Zoar, Lot's wife (we are told) looked 
back fi-om behind her, and she became a pillar of salt. 
Perhaps what she did may seem but a small thing to 
some of US ; but by the exemplary veageance that fol- 
lowed it, we may be sure that it was a great sin ; for 
the Lord is righteous in all his ways, and awards to 
none a greater punishment than they have merited. 
In looking back, this woman sinned against a positive 
command, for the angel had told her, in the name of 
God, by no means to do so ; and this is the essence of 
all sin, that it is transgression of the law. If we break 
a positive command, because we think the sin of doing 
so but little, this adds to our presumption, and shows 
the wretched blindness of our hearts. For who are 
we that we should presume to judge of the greater or 
smaller importance of any thing that God prescribes? 
How dare we do otherwise than think every obligation 
that the Almighty lays upon us a great one? Unbelief, 
in all likelihood, was at the bottom of this sin of 
hers. She looked back to see, because she questioned 
whether Sodom would be destroyed, and thought she 
might still be safe in it. Probably she hankered after 
her house and goods, which she had left behind her. 
She too much regarded those worldly things, instead 
of being thankful for her merciful deliverance; and 
our Saviour seems to intimate that this was her sin ; 
for when He says, " Remember Lot's wife '," it is after 
cautioning those who should be on the house-top, at 
the coming of the Son of man to destroy Jerusalem, 
against coming down to take any thing out of the 
bouse, and thereby delaying their flight. Lastly, 
her looking back betrayed an inclination to go back, 
which would have been equivalent to apostasy from 
the faith in any of us. It was like the conduct of 
Israel, when they said, " Let ue make us a captain, and 
let us return to Egypt *," and therefore the Lord would 
not pardon her. She should have known the riches of 
his preserving love, if she would have followed on to 

• Luke xvii. 52. * Numb. xiv. 4. 
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know the Lord ; but " no man, liaving put his hand to 
the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God *." She was struck dead instantly upon the place. 
Yet her body did not fall down, but was left to be a 
monument of God's righteous indignation against such 
as turn not unto Him with their whole heart, but 
feignedly. 

II. Our blessed Lord and his Apostle Peter have 
authorized us to apply the whole of this history to our- 
selves, and have assisted us in doing eo. 

1. And first from the doom of the wretched inha- 
bitants of Sodom let all careless and impenitent sinners 
take warning. But God forbid, it will be said, that in 
these days of light, any should be even conceived to 
resemble that abandoned people! To this I would 
answer with the prophet. Amen. But we must re- 
member, that our Lord Jesue Christ declares concern- 
ing those who had the light of the Gospel, and repented 
not, that " it should be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment*" than for them. There- 
fore, no doubt, they of whom He spake, were more 
wicked than the men of Sodom, though not in the 
same way. And with us also, the Lord Jesus is 
evidently set forth crucified amongst us, and, therefore, 
if we walk not as children of the light, the same will 
be true of us. Let every impenitent careless sinner 
know assuredly that the way he is walking in, is the 
way of death and ruin. If this be your character, my 
brethren, in the history of those upon whom the Lord 
rained fire out of heaven, you may read your danger 
and your doom. For " God," St. Peter tells us, 
made them " an ensample unto those that after should 
live ungodly'." " He that being often reproved harden- 
eth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy *." You have had line upon line, 
and precept upon precept; you have heard the truth 
as it is in Jesus Christ. What more might the Lord 
have done, which He hath not done for you, to certify 
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you of the evil of sin, of the necesBity of repentance^ of 
his readiness to accept returning sinners, and of the 
■way in which you may so approach Him aa to receive 
forgiveness of sins, and obtain your inheritance in his 
everlasting kingdom 1 Perhaps it may be so, that you 
are outwardly not more profane and profligate than 
you used to be. Possibly, you may even have left off 
some bad habits, and be walking more ordwly and 
soberly. But if no change is made within, if you are 
still hearing the Gospel message with indiffbrence, uo 
doubt you are growing in sin; for you are not really 
advancing in godliness: there is no such thing as 
standing still. You are becoming in your temper more 
selfish, more proud, more worldly; you are drawing on 
foet to a state of hard-heartedness, and utter insensibility 
to reproof — to that state from which no judgment will 
be available to awaken you, and no displays of God's 
forbearance to draw you. If you still, in spite of calls 
and warnings, are living without prayer, without con- 
tinual application to Jesus Christ, without .earnest 
endeavours to work out your salvation through Christ 
strengthening you, I warn you to take heed and to 
turn to God in time. Let me not seem unto you as 
Lot did to his sons-in-law, "as one that niocketh." 
" They did eat," says our blessed Lord, " they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded ; 
but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of man is revealed '." " For behold, the 
day Cometh that shall bum as an oven ; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: 
and the day that cometh shall bum them up, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch. But unto you that fear my name, shall the sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings '." The 
fblnessof thetimeis come, mybrethren, and He hath ari- 
sen ; " Awake," therefore, " thou that sleepest, and arise 
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even so it is now, and shall be unto the end. The blood 
of JesuB Christ cleanseth from all sin : " The Lord 
knoweth them that are his ' ;" and the least that walks 
by feith in that blood shall never be confounded with 
the unbelieving multitude, or condemned with the 
world. Yet (as you may see exemplified in Lot), " by 
grace are ye saved through iaith ; and that not of your- 
selves : it is the gift of God : not of works, le^t any man 
should boast. For we arejiis workmanship*." He 
hath wrought all our works in us. Let God therefore 
receive the praise. And if, in order to detach yonr 
hearts from the world. He chooses to deal with you as 
He did with Lot, and to take away some worldly com- 
forts, which more established Christians might have 
kept not only without damage, but with advantage to 
their souls, and if He sees fit to appoint you a place to 
flee unto for your present refuge, far different from 
what you could have wished, yet at his pleasure be it. 
Say ye, " the Lord's will be done." Leave Him to save 
you in his owd way. Be assured the Lord does not 
afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men. He 
chastens you for your profit : " hear ye the rod there- 
fore, and who hath appointed it '." Thank Him for his 
fatherly rebukes ; say with Job, " though he slay me, 
yet will I trust in him '." Set your whole heart and 
affections on things above, and consider how much 
better it is to enter (if it must be so) even halt or 
maimed into life, than, having two hands or two feet, to 
be cast into everlasting fire. 

3. Further, let every one who calls himself a Christian 
remember Lot's vrife; and "fear, lest, a promise being left 
us of entering into God's rest, any of you should seem 
to come short of it '." When ye first entered upon the 
Christian profession, ye did engage to " renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh '." If 
these are to be renounced at all, they must be re- 
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SERMON IV. 



ABRAHAM TRIED. 



" And it came to pass af\er these things, that God did tempt Abra- 
ham, and Baid unto him, Abraham : and he said, Behold, here 

" And he said. Take novr thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell 
thee of." 

The history recorded in this chapter is a very re- 
markable one : and as Buch it ie several times re^rred 
to in the New Teetament. I shall endeavour, in my 
present discourse, to explain to yon the chief parti- 
culars of it, making some reflections upon them as I 
go along. 

The subject of the history is God's trial of the feith 
and obedience of his servant Abraham. The order of 
it leads me to consider, 

I. First, the manner and circumstances of the trial. 
II. Secondly, Abraham's conduct. 

III. Lastly, the event or issue of the whole trans- 
action. 

I. And, first, the manner and circumstances of the 
trial. " And it came to pass after these things, that 
God did tempt Abraham." 
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The words, " after these things," refer us to Abraham's 
previous history. The Almighty, in his great mercy, 
had called Abraham from among his idolatrous kindred, 
saying unto him, "Get thee out of thy coontry, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto 
a laud that I will shew thee : and I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great : and thou shalt be a blessing : and I will 
bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee ; and in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed *." So Abraham, confiding on the promises, 
departed as the Lord had spoken to him. By faith 
he cheerfully forsook kindred and country and pos- 
sessions, cast himself upon God's providence, took 
the Lord for his portion, and became, both literally 
and spiritually, what a Christian ought to be, a stranger 
and a pilgrim upon earth. 

After this, we find it was with Abraham, as it was 
afterwards with his descendant Joseph; "the Lord 
was with him, and he was a prosperous man *." He was 
called indeed to trials, but whithersoever he went God 
protected him ; fighting for him against all his adver- 
saries, and evidently blessing the houses of his Mends 
for his sake. For it is written, " Them that honour 
me I will honour ' ;" and Abraham had honoured God 
by bis faith. 

At length, according to a special promise made to 
him to that etfect, Sarah, Abraham's wife, bare him a 
son in his old age. This son's name was called Isaac ; 
and from him the Lord declared expressly the promised 
Seed, in whom all nations of the earth werp to be 
blessed, should descend. "In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called *." 

The full persuasion which Abraham felt that this son 
should indeed be bom to him, and which never forsook 
him during the great length of time in which the pro- 
mise remained unfulfilled, was the second remarkable 
act of faith by which he glorified God. " Against hope" 
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(saya St. Paul) be " believed in hope, that he might 
become the father of many nations, according to that 
which was spoken. So shall thy seed be. And being 
not weak in faith, he considered not bis own body now 
dead, when be was about an hundred years old, neither 
yet the deadness of Sarah's womb : he staggered not 
at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong 
in faith, giving glory to God ; and being fully per- 
suaded that what he had promised he was able also 
to perform °." 

We might perhaps have imagined that now Abra- 
ham had been proved sufficiently. But God saw good 
to ordain it otherwise. The sharpest trial of all yet 
remained behind. AfWr these things, God did tempt 
Abraham. Hence we learn that our life is to be a 
warfare to the last ; and we must be prepared to find 
it so. Indeed, the more mercies we liave received in 
times past, the greater consolation we have experienced 
in communion with God, the rather may we look for- 
ward to services of danger and difficulty hereafter. 
Neither may we hope to escape being called to conflict 
and to self-denial, because we have already stood up- 
right in many conflicts. For if we did so, it was God's 
gift to us, not our gift to Him. What profit is it to the 
Almighty that thou art righteous ? But to thyself the 
gain of stedfestness wrought in God's strength is great. 
By the trial you have gained experience, and in the 
victory have tasted mercy ; but " to whomsoever 
much is given, of him shall be much required '." 
After these things, therefore, God may yet tempt 
you : watch and pray lest you fall by the temptation 
when it comes. Be not high-minded because of 
past achievements, but still "trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not to thine own understand- 
ing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths*." 

But I return to the narrative; "God called unto 
Abraham, and he said. Behold, here I am. And he 
said. Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom 

' Rom. iv. 18—21 . ' Luke xii. 48. ' Prov. iii. 5, 6. 
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we bave cause toblees God, that oar trials are not bo sharp. 
But at the same time we must all remember this ; that 
if we would be God's servants and God's children, 
we must be prepared to surrender our best beloved for 
his sake. Every created comfort must be sought and 
valued in subordination to his will. He must have the 
first place in our atfections ; otherwise He is not our 
God, and his favour will not be our portion. For, saith 
our Lord, " he that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me : and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me ; and he 
that taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not 
worthy of me '." 

II. We come now to consider Abraham's conduct. 
This is related from the third to the tenth verse, 
"And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and 
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with 
him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the 
burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him. Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place alar off. 
And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here 
with the ass ; and I and the lad will go yonder and 
worship, and come again to you. And Abraham took 
the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac 
his son ; and he took the fire in his hand and a knii« ; 
and they went both of them together. And Isaac spake 
unto Abraham his father, and said, My father : and he 
said. Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire 
and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself 
a Iamb for a burnt offering : so they went both of them 
together. And they came to the place which God had 
told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and 
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and 
laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his 
son." See here the holy decision of a child of God. 
Abraham never hesitates an instant. He never once 
' Matt. X. 37, 38. 
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all this to God. He could take care of his own 
honour, and could take care of him. He could and He 
would make good his gracious promise in despite of 
the seemingly insurmountable obstacle which was now 
to be thrown in the way of its fulfilmeat. It was 
Abraham's part not to dispute, but to obey. Therefore 
he consults not with flesh and blood, with bis natural 
wishes or affections. But, rising up early in the morn- 
ing, he prepares himself for obedience firmly and com- 
posedly. Isaac, as it should seem, makes no resistance. 
The warrant for his death is from God. The cap which 
the Lord puts into his hand he will freely drink. Like 
Him of whom (as delivered to the slaughter by his own 
Father) he was a type, " he openeth not his mouth *." So 
Abraham binds him, and lays him upon the altar, and, 
stretching forth his hand, has, in mind and purpose, 
slain him. The poweriiil principle which produced 
this wondrous act of self-denial an inspired Apostle 
has pointed out: "By feith (says St. Paul) Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac : and he that had 
received the promises offered up bis only-begotten son, 
of whom it was said. That in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called : accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead *." And a faith it was, working by 
love. Because Abraham was fully persuaded in his own 
mind that God would indeed make good to him his 
most gracious promise of giving him a seed in whom all 
nations should be blessed ; and would still make it good, 
though Isaac should be slain ; because he believed this, 
he loved the Lord his God who had done and was about 
to do such great things for him, with all bis heart ; and 
therefore though he could not know that Isaac should be 
raised from the dead in his time, or that his eyes should 
behold him more, yet would he freely surrender him 
at his beloved Lord's requirement. " Ye see then 
(says St. James) how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by feith only *." That is, though (according to 
St. Paul, who takes a different though not a contrary 
view of the subject,) faith is the act of the mind, which 
' Isa. liii. 7. ' Heb. xi. 17—19. * James ii. 24. 
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they become your idols, and so tlie means of ruining 
jour souls. But, so long as you value them with a just 
proportion of regard, decidedly preferring your God 
before them, and seeking hie kingdom first, He will be 
less likely to resume them. la this case they are no 
hindrances ; the comfort which you have in them will 
rather draw you nearer to your Maker, that you may 
praise Him on account of it. And He does not afflict 
willingly, or grieve the children of men ; He does not 
call upon us to give up any thing from which we might 
derive lawful enjoyment, without some merciful, or in 
other respects good intent. 

" And Abraliam (the history proceeds) lifted up his 
eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught 
in a thicket by his horns : and Abraham went and took 
the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the 
stead of his son '." Here the good man's words to 
Isaac were fulfilled in a very unexpected manner. 
The Lord, by a method which Abraham had not 
thought of, did provide Himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering, and the transaction did not conclude without 
a religious rite. And here, too, we have a lively pre- 
figuration of the method of our Kedemption. I^c, 
who (in his father's delivering him to death) had before 
prefigured the Son of God delivered for our offences, 
now in that he is rescued, and a sacrifice is substituted 
in his stead, may be considered as a type of the sinner 
rescued from eternal death by the sacrifice of Christ ; 
whilst the ram caught in the thicket typifies the spotless 
and unoffending Saviour, who, when we were devoted 
to death by justice, bound, as it were, hand and foot, 
and ready to be cast into the consuming fire of 
Divine vengeance without possibility of helping our- 
selves, did efficaciously interpose on our behalf, and 
pouring out his soul unto death, was wounded for our 
transgressions, and accepted by his Father in our stead. 
" Other foundation, brethren, can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ '." Let this shadow 
of good things to come draw your attention to the 
substance now revealed ; and there be your confidence 
• Gen. xxii, 13. ' 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
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for ever fixed. Consider yourselves as being rightfully 
devoted to destruction, aud never think a moment of 
any way of escape, except by simple reliance upon Him 
who suffered for you. Leave your vanities and your 
delusions, and all false dependencies of all sorts and 
kinds, and " behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world *." 

" And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham 
out of heaven the second time, and said, By myself 
.have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou bast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son ; that in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will mnltiply thy seed as the stars of the 
heaven, and aa the sand which is upon the sea-shore ; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and 
in thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed ; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice *." 

" Good works," says our Church, " which are the 
fruits of faith, aud follow after justification, though they 
cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity of 
God's judgment, yet are they pleasing and acceptable 
unto God in Christ '." An evidence of the truth of this 
we have in the case of Abraham. Inasmuch as he had 
obeyed God's voice, and so had evinced the sincerity 
of his faith, God testified his acceptance of him by a 
renewal of his former promise. The meaning of the 
promise I suppose you understand. The Jewish nation 
sprang from Abraham. They were a light in a dark 
world. Among them the knowledge of the One True 
God and of the way of salvation, so far as it was 
then revealed, was preserved. From them, in the 
iiilness of time, sprang Jesus Christ. He was wounded 
indeed by bis enemies, but He triumphed over them. 
He was nailed to a cross, but He is risen from the 
dead. He hath led captivity captive, and received 
gifte for men. His Gospel has travelled from Jeru- 
salem even unto our houses ; yea, I would hope even 
to our hearts. The gates of hell have never prevailed 
against it. Thousands and tens of thousands, for 
eighteen hundred years, have been raised by It firom 

' John i. 29. * Gen. xxii. 15—18. ' Article XII. 
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the death of Bin to the life of righteousness. In this 
the seed of Ahraham has seen the travail of his soul, 
and has heen satisfied. His enemies have heen con- 
founded, and we have an earnest that He shall go on to 
triumph gloriously, until all the kingdoms of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. 

Such is this extraordinary history. Suffer me shortly 
to make one obvious application of it, and so conclude. 

When Abraham at the Divine command stretched 
forth his hand to slay his son, his only son Isaac, whom 
he loved, you are sure that he must have toved the 
Lord bis God supremely. The sincerity of his de- 
votedness to Him and his zeal for hie glory, cannot, 
you think, after such an exhibition of self-denial for 
his sake, possibly be doubted. If you do think so, 
brethren, how is it that you do not believe that 
God loves you, and wills your welfere ? For did not 
He give his Son, his only Son Jesus, whom He loved, 
to be made a man of sorrows, and to die upon the 
cross for youl and is there not love in this? yea, 
must not the love, which bestowed such a gift on 
you, be great as the gift itself? must it not be infinite 
love which provided nothing less than an infinite atone- 
ment to save your souls from destruction 1 

Beloved, then, if God so loved you, whom should 
you love, whom should you serve, whom should you 
trust but Him only ? ■ Be persuaded to cast all your 
care upon Him who careth for you ; be certified that 
He intends no other than your good in all bis dispen- 
sations towards you. And as you use the good things 
He gives you without suffering them to usurp the 
Giver's place in your affections, so likewise be content 
to receive affliction as the loving correction of a Father 
who would make you great. And as He has kept 
back nothing from you, but delivered up even his Son 
for you all, so do you keep nothing back from Him. 
Beseech Him to impress your whole souls with a deep 
and lasting sense of your obligations to Him ; to shed 
his love abroad in your hearts by his Spirit, and so to 
purify you to Himself to be a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. 



SERMON V. 



Jacob's deceit. 



" And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn ; I have 
done according as diou badest me : arise, I pray thee, sit and eat 
of my venison, that thy soul may bless me." 

You have here a very remarkable history. 

The patriarch Isaac, supposing himself to be near 
his end, was desirous of ^ving his blessing to his eldest 
eon Esau. He directed him to go out into the field, 
and hunt for venison, to dress it, and bring it to him, 
that he might then receive the benediction. Rebekah, 
Isaac's wife, overheard this conversation. She and her 
younger son Jacob agreed to deceive Isaac, who was 
blind, and to procure the blessing for Jacob instead of 
Esau. Rebekah, in order to effect this, dressed two 
kids, and gave them to Jacob to put before his lather : 
she clothed Jacob in Esau's garments, and because he 
was a smooth man, but his brother a hairy man, the 
better to impose upon Isaac, who might feel his hands, 
she covered them with the skins of the goats. These 
matters being arranged, Jacob took the meat which his 
mother had prepared, and set it before his fether, feign- 
ing himself to be Esau, and, at the same time, request- 
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ing to receive the blessing. Isaac had some suspicion 
of the cheat, but being persuaded, by feeling Jacob's 
liands, to believe him to be really his firstborn son, he 
solemnly bestowed the blessing upon him. Esau soon 
afterwards returned from his hunting, and then the 
whole artifice was of course discovered. But Isaac 
refused to reverse what be had done. Jacob retained 
the blessing, and Esau departed, much grieved and 
disappointed, and with a full determioation to take 
vengeance on his brother, as soon as a favourable 
opportunity should present itself. 

In discoursing upon this extraordinary portion of 
Scripture, 

I. I shall first offer some observations which may 
serve to explaia both the narrative itself, and the con- 
duct of the parties concerned ; 

II. And then endeavour to make some practical 
application. 

I. In order to our understanding the narrative, we 
must inquire in the first place what this blessing was, 
and how it came to be considered a matter of such 
vast importance. 

The last solemn benediction of parents in those early 
times, was the settling of their inheritance, and the 
making those their heirs upon whom tbey bestowed their 
blessing. And this -was implied in the words of Isaac : 
" Ciod give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness 
of the earth, and plenty of corn and wioe," that is, 
an ample portion of wealth, and " be lord over thy 
brethren '," that is, have the right of eldership and do- 
minion in thine own family. 

But this was not all in the case before us ; for God 
had promised a special privilege to the family of 
Abraham, namely, that his posterity should have pos- 
session of the good land of Canaan, and that from him 
should descend that righteous seed, in whom all nations ■ 
should he blessed. This promise had been limited 

' Gen. xxvii. 88, 29. 
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And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy 
womh, and two manner of people shall be separated 
from thy bowels ; and the one people shall he stronger 
than the other people; and the elder shall serve the 
younger. And when her days to be delivered were 
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her wombV 
Upon this, Rebekah concluded it to be the decree 
of God, that the posterity of Jacob, the younger of 
the twins, should, in process of time, become a great 
nation, mightier than that which should spring from 
Esau, the elder of them ; and that Jacob, notwith- 
standing his being the younger child, was chosen by 
God to be heir to those privileges which He had pro- 
mised to the family of Abraham and Isaac. In this 
Rebekah judged rightly. 

Accordingly, when she overheard the conversation 
recorded in the chapter under our review, in which her 
husband, Isaac, declared bis intention of bestowing the 
blessing upon his firstborn Esau, and so making him 
his heir, she determined to defeat that plan, and to 
procure the blessing for Jacob by a stratagem. 

But, in order to this, she had recourse to what was 
a very wicked contrivaDce. " Go now (says she to 
Jacob) to the flock, and fetch me from thence two 
good kids of the goats ; and I will make them savoury 
meat for thy father. And thou shalt bring it to thy 
father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee 
before his death." Jacob was startled at this proposal ; 
not indeed at the iniquity, but at the hazard of it. 
And he replies, " Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy 
man, and t am a smooth man : my father peradventure 
will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; 
and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing." 
But Rebekah made light of bis fears, and answered 
very profanely, " Upon me be thy curse, my son : only 
obey my voice." She then dressed him up in Esau's 
raiment put the skins of the goats upon bis hands, and 
sent him to his blind and aged father with a lie in his 
mouth to steal the blessing. 

* Gen. XXV, 22 — 24. 
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quickly, my son? and he said, Because the Lord thy 
God brought it to me." 

Observe here what apt scholars we are in wickedness. 
Parents find it no easy thing to teach their children 
righteousness, but they are quick enough in learning 
impiety and deceit. Observe too, how ooe sin begets 
another, and, when evil has but for a season got the as- 
cendancy in the heart, how readily and how abundantly 
it produces evil things. Here are four direct felse- 
hoods almost in a breath ; and the last, " becaase the 
Lord thy God brought it to me," is also as blasphemous 
a piece of hypocrisy as can well be imagined. God 
had no hand in these base contrivances. The father of 
lies was more likely to have been the instigator of 
them. But the form of godliness now suited Jacob's 
purpose, though he had so iniquitously been denyiDg 
the power thereof. 

However, sinful as the means were which Jacob 
and his mother used, they succeeded. For though, 
when the cheat was discovered, Isaac blessed Esau, 
saying, " Thy dwelling shall be of the fiitness of the 
earth, and of the dew of heaven from above," yet he 
added, " Thou shalt serve thy brother." 

Isaac was now completely aware of Jacob's treache- 
rous dealing, and, doubtless, being a very pious man, 
he could by no means approve of it. But he must 
also have discovered his own error. He had indeed 
been imposed upon, and so led to bless Jacob. But 
yet Esau, in losing the blessing, lost only that which 
he had no right to obtain. He had long since (as you 
read in the twenty-fifth chapter of Genesis) shown bis 
contempt for the privileges attached to it, by selling 
his birthright to Jacob for a meal's meat; for which 
act, he is said to have *' despised his birthright," and 
he is called in the New Testament the " profene" Esau*. 

God, the original Proprietor of all the blessing could 
convey, had declared that He awarded hia free gifts to 

• Heb. xii. 16. 
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Jacob. "Therefore (saye Isaac) he shall be blessed." 
As though he would say. What I did being deceived, I 
will now do with my eyes open. For now I see that 
I never ought to have thought of giving Esau the 
blessing. And basely as Jacob has conducted himself, 
I must not attempt to deprive him of that, with which 
God hath chosen to endow him. With him therefore 
shall remain the special benediction to which the privi- 
leges of the family ue annexed. He shall inherit 
Canaan, and in his seed shall all the nations of the 
etath be blessed. 

We see here that God sometimes etfects his 
righteous purposes by means of oar unrighteous deal- 
ing; yea, and suffers his merciful purposes to take 
place in spite of his children's sins. Yet He does not 
hereby blemish his own actions, or in the least justify 
our wrong proceedings. If Jacob received the blessing 
notwithstanding his fi^ud and falsehood, we must 
adore God's unchangeableness and forbearance ; but the 
event must not make us think at all more favourably 
of Jacob's conduct. By letting him obtain the bless- 
ing, God glorified his own truth ; but He did not 
intend to show any approbation of Jacob's treachery, 
as if the end aimed at could excuse the base means 
employed. 

But the sequel of the history will best evince this. 
We shall find, that though Jacob obtained the blessing, 
that 80, (as the Apostle speaks,) "the purpose of God 
according to election might stand'," still his fraudulent 
manner of obtaining it, proved the occasion to him of 
very heavy afflictions during a great part of his subse- 
quent life. 

His brother Esau, as might naturally be expected 
from a man of his ungodly and impetuous disposition, 
was exceedingly enraged, and vowed vengeance against 
him. He bated Jacob, and said in his heart, "The 
days of mourning for my father are at hand, then will 
I slay my brother Jacob." So Jacob was obliged to fly 
from his father's house, and to sojourn as a banished 
' Rom. ix. 11. 
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man in the land of Haran. There, instead of a kind 
iather, he met with a base and treacherous uncle, who 
treated him as a servant, cheated and oppressed him in 
the most mortifying manner ; and, as if Providence 
would so order it, that evil should come home to him 
in his own kind, he who deceived his father by substi- 
tuting himself for his elder brother, was himself de- 
ceived by his father-in-law, who having covenanted, 
after he had earned her by a hard servitude, to ^ve 
him to wife the woman he preferred, substituted ano- 
ther for her. All this bondage, this life of banishment, 
this sharp experience of treachery, and oppression, and 
many mortifying distresses, which are related in the 
following chapters, Jacob would have avoided, had he 
looked to God to make good his own promise, instead 
of seeking the fulfilment of it by guile and treachery. 

God would not ialsify his word, therefore he had 
the blessing. But he had it not in peace and comfort, 
but with grief and chastisement, because he would lean 
on his own understanding, and dishonour God by his 
own sinful contrivances. 

I thought it good at this time so far to explain to 
you this extraordinary narrative, because, when rightly 
understood, it contains much instruction ; but it is easy 
to misunderstand it, and it has been often miscon- 
strued and misapplied. Some writers, I know, have 
expounded the whole as if it were a sort of allegorical 
mystery, typifying the plan and method of man's re- 
demption. Such modes of interpretation are some- 
times admissible, but when we have no authority for 
them from other parts of Scripture, (as we have not in 
the case before us,) they must be admitted with extreme 
caution. The account we have been now considering, 
is a history of plain facts, setting forth the inconsistent 
and sinful conduct of two habitually pious persons, 
and showing the iniquity which is in the human heart. 
Considering the narrative in this first and obvious 
point of view, we have in it a striking instance 
of that admirable impartiality which so eminently 
distinguishes the history of the Bible from all other 
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histories in the world. Here are no false glosses 
put upon men's actions. Things are called always hj 
their true names, and the sins of the eminent saints of 
God are as plainly told as their faith and virtues. 
Jacob, that great patriarch from whom the whole 
Church of God derived its name and pedigree, having 
acted in this particular instance like a child of dark- 
ness, his deed is simply narrated without comment or 
palliation. The lovers of darkness may make it a 
stumbling-block if they are so minded, and "excuse 
their own frauds by drawing it into a precedent But 
such as seek to know God's will in sincerity, and pray 
to understand his word, will learn a better lesson 
irom an honest consideration of the whole transaction. 

II. First then, my brethren, follow no man in all 
things ; but be ye followers of good and godly men, 
only so far as they are followers of Christ. Jacob 
could practise frauds and treacheries. Noah could be 
drunken. Job was not perfect in patience and humi- 
lity. TiouB David could give foul occasion to God's 
enemies to blaspheme ; and zealous Peter could deny 
his Mastor. Look you therefore to Jesus Christ, " Who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth ; 
who when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he 
suffered he threatened not, but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously*." Whosoever injured 
Him, He forgave the injury. What cup soever his 
Father put into his hands. He drank it. Bead and 
mark his actions; habituate yourselves to meditate 
upon them; pray for conformity to his image; never 
rest satisfied with the emallest sin, because you can 
find a precedent for it in a good man's life. But look 
to the perfect Man, and lament your distance from 
" the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 

Did pious Jacob cheat his father, and did wise 
Bebekah school him to this iniquity? Be not ye 
high-minded, but fear. Take heed lest ye fall. Watch 
and pray, the very best of you, that ye enter not into 

• 1 Pet. ii. 22, 23. 
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temptation. Keep your hearts with ail diligence. Ye 
were born in sin even as others ; and in those hearts 
of yours there yet reraaineth a spark of finlsehood, 
which if it be not watched, some unexpected gust of 
temptation will blow up into a blaze. " As in water 
face auBwereth to face, so the heart of man to man '." 

Holy Scripture records the failings of God's children, 
to show you what materials your hearts are made of. 
Walk humbly therefore with God, and let this truth 
be habitually impressed upon your consciences, that as 
you cannot give your hearts to God except He be 
pleased to take them, so you cannot keep them for 
God except He be pleased to keep them. 

Again, brethren, from the history before us leam 
this ; that the end cannot sanctify, or so much as ex- 
cuse the means. Ye must not " do evil that good may 
come." If ye do, your "damnation is just '." God had 
revealed his purpose of blessing Jacob ; hut this did not 
justify Jacob's lie. Such faithful servants of God as 
have thus fallen, may be zealous, and repent; but 
though (his grace helping them) they should rise 
again by repentance ever so speedily, still they are to 
remember, and be confounded, and not open their 
mouth any more because of their shame, when the 
Lord God is pacified towards them for all they have 
done. 

If by the instrumentality of conscience, by the 
removal of spiritual consolations, or by outward 
crosses, God scourges them, his act shows bis fatherly 
attentiveness to tbeir well-being; but it shows at the 
same time their sin, for which it becomes them to be 
afilicted, and mourn, and weep; to become vile and 
little in their o^m sight ; to esteem others better than 
themselves; and to offer unto Grod all they have to- 
offer, a broken and contrite heart 

Finally, if God would not deprive Jacob of the 
blessing and the birthright, though by his evil deeds 
he so richly deserved to lose them, but would allow 

' Prov. xxvii. 19. ' Rom. iii. 8. 
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him space for repentaDce; behoM in this a lively 
pattern of his dealings with yourselves, and adore his 
tender mercy and forbearance. A blessing has been 
purchased for you by Jesus Christ, an inheritance in- 
cormptible and undefiled; but if even every wilful 
sin, not to speak of sins of infirmity, should cause a for- 
feiture of that blessing, how oft has every one of you 
forfeited your title to it, since you were brought to 
seek it through fkith in Christ's blood ! 

But here is your security, " If any man sin we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous ; and he is the propitiation for our sins '." He it is 
in whom God proclaimeth, "Return, ye backsliding 
children, and I will heal your baekslidings '." " In the 
Lord we have righteousness and strength, even to him 
shall men come. In the Lord shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified, and shall glory *." He prevailed that 
Jacob should not be cast ofT; He holdeth our souls io 
life, and keepeth us in covenant with our God. Apply 
to Him, day by day, to wash you from your sins in 
his blood; look to Him to merit for you continual 
forgiveness; and to his Spirit to strengthen, stablisb, 
settle you; to prevent the wandering of your backslid- 
ing and revolting hearts ; to keep you through faith 
unto salvation. 

' 1 John ii. 1, 2, ' Jer. iii. 22. * Isa. xlv. 24, 25. 
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"The Lord reigtieth," the Psalmist tells us, and there- 
fore, he adds, "let the earth rejoice'." We shall 
acquiesce in the fitness of the exhortation, if we will 
gire our minds to serious consideratioD of the sublime 
truth on which he builds it. Shutting our eyes to 
that, we can indeed discern nothing in the events 
which are passing round us, hut the links, as it were, 
of a broken chain; a chance-medley of accidents and 
disappointments. " All is vanity and vexation of spirit; 
that which is crooked cannot be made straight: and 
that which is wanting cannot be numbered '." But 
believing that God is King, how different and how 
consolatory is the view! "Clouds aifd darkness" 
indeed " are round about Him," so far as to shroud 
for the present the meaning of most of that which He 
permits or orders, but "righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne * ;" and, therefore, we are 
sure that every thing has a meaning, and a wise and 
good one too, to he made plain hereafter, if not now. 

' Pa. xcvii. 1. ' Eccles. i. 14, 15. ' Pb. xcvii. 2. 
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"lam the Lord," He saith, "and there is none else — 
I girded thee, though thou hast not known me^I form 
the light and create darkness ; I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these things *." And if so, things 
great and small, past, present, and to come, "fire and 
hail, snow and vapours," and " kings of the earth" no 
less, " and all people," " time and chance," as we speak, 
the whole course of nature, and the inward hearts of men, 
they are all the ministers of God that do bis pleasure ; 
means and instruments which He holds in his hands ; 
controlling, adjusting, balancing, and directing them, 
till the determinate counsel of his will shall he fulfilled 
in its season ; and one beautiful and beneficent whole 
is perfected, and his kingdom of everlasting peace is 
come. 

Holy Scripture has many histories which open this 
subject to us, showing how God has, in fact, worked in 
some cases ; and thus making it easier for us to believe 
that He does work in all, though we are seldom per- 
mitted to discern the connexion of events, or the par- 
ticular ends which this or that seeming accident is to 
further. 

The history of Joseph and his brethren, referred to 
in the text, is of this sort ; and a history it is besides 
so calculated to strike all minds, that none hut an 
extraordinarily dull person can read it without interest, 
nor any but a very graceless person consider it without 
profit. I mean at present to confine myself to a gene- 
ral view of it. 

Setting aside, for the moat part, what is to be 
gathered from the personal behaviour of the several 
human actors, I will look at the whole narrative, as 
illustrating the doctrine of Divine Providence. 

The Psalmist has spoken of God's covenant with 
Abraham ; of his promise to give the land of Canaan 
to his posterity; and of the marvellous manner in which, 
during his people's wanderings. He had "suffered no 
man to do them wrong," but had " reproved even kings 
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for their sakes *." He next mentions the grievons famine 
which overspread the land of Egypt, and the country 
also where Abraham's descendants sojourned ; and then 
from the 17th to the 24th verse, he commemorates 
God's method by which He was pleased, first, to support 
the chosen family during that distress ; and secondly, to 
keep them together till they should become a people, 
and it was time to bring them in a body into the land 
provided for them, and to drive out the Canaanites 
before them. "He sent a man before them, ^ven 
Joseph, who was sold for a servant : whose feet they 
hurt with fetters ; he was laid in iron : until the time 
that his word came : the word of the Lwd tried him. 
The king sent," then, " and loosed him ; even the ruler 
of the people, and let him go free. He made him lord 
of his house, and ruler of all his substance : to bind 
bis princes at his pleasure ; and teach his senators 
wisdom. Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob 
sojourned in the land of Ham. And he increased his 
people greatly; and made them stronger than their 
enemies *." 

We will look now to the history referred to. 

Jacob had twelve sons; and the eleventh, named 
Joseph, was a youth of seventeen years of age, about 
one-and-twenty years before the famine came. This 
Joseph the Lord designed to make his minister for the 
preservation of the family ; and having bestowed, as it 
should appear, great grace upon him from his childhood. 
He now began to prepare him, in a more special manner, 
for his work. But this He did, I wish you to observe, 
not by any direct or visible interposition ; but, letting 
things take their natural course, and Buffering those 
whom Joseph lived with to follow the devices and 
desires of their own minds for the furtherance of their 
own private ends, He overruled every thing ; first, for 
the training of Joseph up to be such a person as was 
want^ ; and next, for the bringing of him into sach a 
situation, and conferring upon him such powers and 

' See Pa. cv. 14. ' Ver. 17—34. 
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opportnaities, as should enable him to do the Divine 
pleasure. Joseph was, it seems, his &tber's favourite ; 
for, hesides being the "son of his old age," and the 
child of bis favourite wife, Rachel, he was remarkable 
for his amiable deptatnteot, and early piety. The old 
man conBequently, more naturally, no doubt, than pru- 
dently, distinguished him above his brethren by some 
special indulgences, one of which is particularly noticed, 
namely, his giving him " a coat of many colours." These 
things provoked the envy of his iH^thren, and another 
causeof offence was added; "He brought unto his &ther 
their evil report." "They hated him," therefore, as 
scomers are wont to do those who, with whatever pious 
and charitable inteuticms, bring reproof upon them, 
and " they could not speak peaceably to him '." 

After this, Joseph dreamed two dreams which be told to 
his brethren ; and they, rightly, as it appears, construed 
the meaning of those dreams to be, that Joseph should 
one day become their superior so iar, that the whole 
family should be constrained to do him homage. This 
incensed them still further ; and, "sbalt thou indeed 
reign over us?" they said; "or shalt thou indeed have 
dominion over us ' ? " Whilst they were in this temper, 
it so fell out that Jacob, suspecting no evil, sent Joseph 
on a message to them, to a place called Sbechem ; and 
though they had left ^e spot where he expected to 
find them, be met, accidentally, as we speak, with a 
man who happened to have heard them say, that they 
were about to remove farther off to Etothan; and 
thither, therefore, Joseph followed them ; though after- 
wards, perhaps, he might have been tempted to say, in 
his own mind, that it was a pity he had fallen in with 
this coorteous stranger, whose directions seemed to be 
so useful when he received them. To Dotban he went, 
however, and there that took place which was purposely 
intended to prevent any rise of Joseph's fortunes, and 
which seemed likely to make it. impossible that he 
should ever become useful to his family. His brethren 

' Gen. Kxxvii, 2—4. ' Ver. 8. 
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eaw bim coming, and laid a plot to kill him ; and then 
" We shall see," they cried, " what will become of his 
dreams '." 

And so they did indeed in due time, but in a manner 
far different from what they meant. 

Of the Lord God we read : " The wrath of man shall 
praise thee, and the remainder of wrath shalt thou re- 
strain ' ;" and thus on this occasion it befel. As much 
of their purpose as might not suit his purpose God 
frustrated, and the rest He suffered to proceed to the 
furtherance of his own good pleasure ; but still, observe, 
by letting all parties act according to their own desires 
and dispositions. Reuben, the eldest son of the iamily, 
was not so hard-hearted as the rest; nevertheless, he 
had not principle or manliness enough to do what 
was right, though he himself desired it. He kept them 
from putting Joseph to death. " Shed no blood," he 
said, " but cast him into this pit that is in the wilder- 
ness ;" meaning, " to rid him out of their hands, when 
he should have opportunity, and to deliver him to his 
father again *." And to Reuben's proposal they agreed ; 
for God meant to save his life. But the opportunity 
for Reuben's delivering him never came; for God meant 
not that, and He had his instruments at hand to pre- 
vent it. Certain Ishmaelitish merchants, going down 
to Egypt on their own concerns, happened to pass by ; 
and then Judah, another brother, who had done nothing 
before for Joseph's preservation, bethought himself that 
perhaps something might be made of him. Could 
they get rid of him their purpose would be fully 
answered ; to sell bim and send him off to a distance 
would do for that, it occurred to Judah, quite as well 
as murdering him. It would spare their consciences 
moreover a little, and bring them some little gain 
besides. Accordingly, Reuben, a weak and indolent 
person, having perhaps lingered longer than he need 
have done, there wfts just time to make the bargain 
before he came back ; and they seized the opportunity. 

' Ver. 20. ' See Ps. Ixxvi. 10. ' Gen. xxxvii. 22. 
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The Ishmaelites contracted with them for twenty pieces 
of eilver, and departed immediately, taking Joseph. 
Reuben returning, bewailed himself and rent his 
clothes ; but so far was he from making any effort to 
follow after Joseph and bring him back, as might 
perhaps have been possible, that he agreed with hia 
brethren to dip Joseph's coat in blood, and produce it 
to Jacob as a proof that some wild beast had slain 
him. Any little remorse, therefore, which he might 
have felt was useless ; and as to the rest, the circum- 
stance noted of their sitting quietly down to eat 
and drink, whilst Joseph lay in the pit to die, shows, 
la a very striking manner, their utter recklessness and 
unconcern. 

Joseph, however, in spite of appearances, was on the 
road to preferment, and eminent usefulness ; and his 
envious brethren were advancing him to it by their 
own hostile act and deed. They sold htm in their own 
malice; but God in his mercy "sent" him; to the 
intent, as they learned afterwards, that be might have 
opportunity to overcome evil with good, and so not 
only become their superior in station, which was what 
they were striving to prevent ; but prove himself well 
worthy to be preferred before them, which was the 
last thing they themselves would have admitted. How 
this came about follows next. The Ishmaelites sold 
Joseph probably to the first purchaser who would give 
tbem their price ; and this, it seems, was Potiphar, an 
officer of Phanioh, king of Egypt, and captain of his 
guard. But " the Lord was with Joseph," it follows, 
" and he was a prosperous man ' ;" and Potiphar, observing 
his industry and fidelity, and that a blessing appeared 
to rest upon him, very naturally came to put great 
confidence in him ; till, at length, he made him over- 
seer of his house, and left all that he had to his care. 
Now this looked like a hopeful prospect, and, humanly 
speaking, Joseph's fortunes began to mend; for if a 
young person has sound principles and good talents, 

* Gen. xxxix. 1, 2. 
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and business-like habits and industry, in a subordinate 
Btation, we are wont to predict the rise of such an one 
to eminence, as a thing at least not unlikely, if, tike 
JoBepb, he has once got a place of trust ; and so it falls 
out frequeotlj, though there may be many obstacles 
to be first surmounted. Joseph, himself, very possibly, 
bad begun to calculate in this manner. He might 
think now, and not very unreasonably, that he had hut 
to proceed honestly and he should thrive. But though 
"a man's heart deviseth his way, it is the Lord who 
directeth his steps*." Joseph's seemingly hopeful pro- 
gress was stopped ; to be quickened 6nally by less likely 
means. He was to be helped as none would choose to 
be helped ; but as many nevertheless are helped and 
formed for greatness, namely, by difficulties and afflic- 
tions and ill-usage. Joseph happened to be "a goodly 
person and well favoured*;" and it happened also, 
that his master Potiphar had taken to wife a profligate, 
Ticions woman. She endeavoured to tempt Joseph to 
gross sin ; and he peremptorily resisting, she accused 
him of endeavouring to seduce her. Potiphar believed 
the accusation ; Joseph had no means of proving bis 
integrity; he was cast, therefore, into prison, and it 
appears to have been eight or nine years before he was 
finally released. A grievous cross, no doubt, to lose 
liberty for so long a period, and just at the very prime 
of life, when exertion is most natural, restraint most 
painful, and hope and desire of advancement most 
alive. Yet Joseph was not even now standing still. 
It seemed not so perhaps, neither might his own heart 
think so, yet his mind and his fortunes were both 
making good progress. Adversity is a good school- 
master ; and He who gave Joseph grace to resist temp- 
tation, would not foil to give him grace also to improve 
by suflbring. He meant him for high honour; hut 
"before honour is humility';" and "the human heart 
is seldom sufficiently humbled for suitably filling impor- 
tant stations without a previous course of painful dis- 

* Prov. xvi. 9. ' Gen. xxxix. 6. ' Prov. xv. 33. 
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cipliae." This, therefore, was ^ven to Joseph, God 
dealing with him as a son therein ; " for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not'?" In this sense, no 
doubt, " God was with him, and showed him mercy." 
But, besides this, we are expressly told, " He gave him 
favour in the Bight of the keeper of the prison *," who 
trusted him, and put him in charge of every thing: 
and we shall see immediately how this tended not only 
to his comfort and credit, but, at length, to his dehver- 
ance and preferment. 

The next chapter introduces us to three new actors 
in the history ; persons who had never heard of Joseph 
or his family, and who knew nothing of the purposes 
of God. I mean Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and two of 
his servants, his butler and his baker. These men had 
incurred the king's displeasure, and were cast in conse- 
quence into prison. It happened to be the very prison 
where Joseph was confined ; and so it came to pass, 
that Joseph had the care of them. And Potipbar 
himself, the captain of the guard, whose deputy the 
keeperof the prison appears to have been, having come, 
as it should seem, by this time to think better of 
Joseph, and possibly to suspect the truth, also charged 
Joseph with them. Accordingly he waited upon 
them ; and appears to have done it with so much 
kindness, as to have won their confidence and re- 
gard. In prison these persons lay till within three 
days of Pharaoh's birthday, on which occasion it was 
the king's pleasure to feast his servants. This led him 
to recollect the butler and the baker ; and he resolved 
that he would now deal with them severally according 
to the view be took of their case. 

Whilst Pharaoh was settling this matter in his own 
mind and to his own liking. He to whom all hearts 
are open, caused the two prisoners to dream each of 
them a remarkable dream. Their minds were troubled 
at the thought of these dreams, and this appeared in 
the sadness of their countenances. Joseph, who seems 

' Heb, xii, 7. ' Gen. xxxix. 21. 
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to have been gifted with an habitual amiableness and 
kindness of deportment, inquired what had so much 
disturbed them. They told their dreams; and God 
enabled him to inteq>ret them. TTie butler should be 
restored, he said, to office, and the baker hanged ; and 
so it came to pass. 

And now Joseph thought that there might be a 
possibility of bis doing something for his own deliver- 
ance ; and he very naturally attempted it. He besought 
the chief butler to make mention of him to Pharaoh, 
and procure his release; a service which, perhaps, he 
would be able to render him. God, however, had taken 
charge of Joseph himself, and we are ever better in his 
hands than in our own or in man's. The chief butler 
was a selfish, ungrateful person ; he did not " re- 
member Joseph, but forgat him '." He lay in prison 
therefore two full years longer. 

But " shall not God avenge his own elect which cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long with 
them? I tell you," saith our Iiord, "he will avenge 
them speedily*." He did not forget his servant. But 
He knew the fit time and the best way; and when 
that time was come, and Joseph might be set at liberty, 
most to his own honour and advantage, as well as most 
to the furtherance of God's purpose of mercy to his 
family, then this same unworthy person was led to act 
for him, though without any purpose of doing him 
good, and perhaps simply and solely to serve his own 
interest. 

Pharaoh also had remarkable dreams which troubled 
him, and though he called his wise men together, they 
could hit upon no plausible interpretation of them. 
This brought the butler to recollect himself; Joseph 
might perhaps interpret these dreams as readily as he 
had expounded his, so he had perhaps an opportunity 
of ingratiating himself with the king, by introducing 
Joseph to his notice, and he would by no means let it 
slip. " I do remember my faults this day '," he says, 



' Luke xviii. 7, 8. 
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and then tells the whole story of bis having been im- 
prisoned, and of the dream of himself and the chief 
baker, and how Joseph had interpreted both, and the 
event had confirmed his word. On this Joseph vras 
called. The king's dreams were told and expounded. 
The correctness of the interpretation was not questioned; 
and it appeared from it that God had made to Pharaoh 
a revelation of vast public importance, which it befitted 
him to act upon immediately with vigour and prudence, 
if he might but be wisely counselled. There were to 
be seven years of extraordinary plenty throughout all 
Egypt; to be followed by seven years of famine as 
extraordinary. Joseph advised that the superabund- 
ance of the plentiful years should be laid up in store 
to provide against the dearth, and Pharaoh appointed 
Joseph himself to see to the execution of his own plan. 
The king's counsellors concurred with zeal ; Joseph's 
advancement met with general approbation, God so 
ordering it ; the plenty came as foretold, and the famine 
followed it; and, no doubt, Joseph's credit and honour 
must have continually increased, together with his 
power and influence in the country, as his predictions 
continued to be verified, and his character and talents 
for business became better known. 

Thus far bad the Lord led Joseph onward, by a way 
that he knew not, unto greatness. We hear nothing 
all the while of his brethren ; but if they thought of 
Joseph at all, they would no doubt be quite satisfied 
by this time, that they had frustrated, by their policy, 
what his dreams betokened. But God was bringing 
it to pass. The famine was in the land of Canaan also ; 
and the family of Jacob had become much distressed. 
The old man, therefore, having heard that there was 
corn in Egypt, sent his ten eldest sons down to buy, 
keeping Benjamin the youngest at home. It was 
Joseph's office to superintend the sale of the com ; and 
accordingly his brethren were brought into his presence, 
and, as was the custom of the times in addressing 
the great, they bowed down themselves before him 
with their fiices to the earth. Not having seen him 
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since he was a bo7 of Beventeen years of age, it is not 
at all wonderful that they should not know him, in a 
strange place, and in a strange dres^ at eight or nine and 
thirty; and so they had not the least suspicion that 
they were speaking to their brother. But he knew 
them at once; for most of them were grown men 
when they sold him, and would not be so much altered 
as he was ; and then, the recollection of his dreams 
came into his mind immediately; he did not however 
reveal himself as yet, 

I shall pass over the account given of his deal- 
ings with them, and of the course he took to make 
them bring down hia brother Benjamin. His intense 
desire was to see him and his beloved father; but he 
wished also to be at peace with them all, and to be 
able to think well of them, if that were possible. What 
he did, therefore, before he made himself known, was 
for the purpose of proving them, and discovering 
whether, they were come to any just sense of their 
vrickedness and any due repentance ; or, if that were 
not the case, he would endeavour to bring them to it. 
And in this it may suffice to say at present, he, in a 
great measure at least, succeeded by prudent manage- 
ment. He sent nine, of them home with food, keeping 
Simeon in bondage as a hostage, with a promise to re- 
lease him if the others should return, and bring their 
youngest brother with them. They did return, the 
continuance of the famine constraining them so to do. 

At this second visit they all prostrated themselves 
most humbly before Joseph again, still in ignorance of 
his person ; and then at last he showed them who be 
was. 

The troubles and terrors they had been cast into by 
his previous behaviour, had before brought the remem- 
brance of their sin to their consciences ; and they had 
acknowledged it to one another in Joseph's presence, 
not being aware that he understood their language. 
But now they saw at once what had become of his 
dreams, and what also had been the issue of their own 
devices. "I am Joseph," he says; "doth my father yet 
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live 1 I am Joseph yonr brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt *." No wonder that they were troubled at his 
presence, and coald not answer him ; or that every 
word should have cat them to the heart. He. how- 
ever, had been happier even in the prison under false 
accusation, than they had been at large, and in pros- 
perity. He bad learnt holier lessons, and had tasted 
&r more abundantly than they, that the Lord is gra- 
cious. The peace and grace of God bad both kept 
and purified bim ; and all bitterness, and wrath, and ill- 
will, had passed away from him : be therefore could 
comfort them, though they could not excuse them- 
selves. His words bring us to the general reflections 
fitting to be made in the first place upon the whole 
transaction. " I am Joseph, your brother, whom ye 
sold into Egypt. Now therefore, be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither ; for God 
did send me before you to preserve life. For these 
two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet 
there are five years in which there shall neither be 
earing nor harvest And God sent me before you 
to preserve you a posterity in tbe earth, and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not 
you that sent me hither, but Grod." His meaning is 
not to palliate their sin, though he would not think of 
what be himself had suffered by it ; but to give glory 
to Ood who bringeth good out of evil, and to encourage 
them to expect to be sharers in that benefit, through 
a penitent casting of themselves on God's grace. And 
accordingly he proceeds, " God hath made me a father 
unto Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler 
thronghout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go 
up to my lather, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son 
Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt : come 
down unto me, tarry not." They did, therefore, as 
Joseph bade them; for the iame of their arrival having 
been heard in Pharaoh's house, it pleased him well, 
and all his servants. And he famished them with 
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proviBJons for their journey, and with waggons to con- 
vey them ; and though on their return with such strange 
tidings their father's heart fainted, and he could not at 
once believe them, yet when he saw the waggons sent 
to carry him, his spirit revived, " and Israel said. It is 
enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive. I will go and 
see him before I die'." 

I will not proceed further with the narrative at pre- 
sent, and, as I said at first, E do not mean now to make 
any observations on the conduct of the human agents. 
But I would recur to that which I set out with : " The 
Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice*." I have put the 
history so far before you for the illustration of the doc- 
trine of Divine Providence, that, through God's blessing 
on the consideration of it, ye may learn how good a 
thing it is that your fortunes are in God's hands, and 
not in your own : that so you may obtain hoth direc- 
tion and consolation in your passage through the changes 
and chances of this mortal life to that state which is 
unchangeable and eternal. 

Consider, then, what God brought to pass in the 
events of this history, and out of what He brought it ; 
wliat base materials, if I may so speak, and yet what 
an excellent work ! Joseph's brethren, in selling him 
to the Ishmaelites, acted with extreme malice and 
wickedness, and they intended that he should live and 
die a destitute, forgotten slave. Those trafHckers thought 
only of their gains ; Potiphar of nothing but the conve- 
nience of his household ; and his profligate wife only of 
the gratification of her revenge, when that of another 
evil passion had been denied her. With the excep- 
tion of Joseph's policy to stay his brethren, scarcely 
any thing was done in order to the end which it actually 
served, and a great deal for ends quite contrary. Those 
who served themselves by Joseph's means, had no pur- 
pose of being useful to him in return, however justly 
it might have been looked for. When "his feet were 
hurt with fetters," who could have thought that tbis 

' Gen. xlv. 8 — 28. ' Pe. xcvii.l. 
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was tlie discipline through which he should have be- 
come qualified to rule in due time over Pharaoh's 
house, and to " teach his senators wisdom ? " And when, 
in the bitter anguish of his spirit, poor old Jacob said 
to his sons, " Me have ye bereaved of my children : 
Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Ben- 
jamin away : all these things are against me," who 
would not have sympathized with him, or who would 
not have been very reluctant at least to blame him, 
when he added, "My sod shall not go down with you; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone : if mischief 
befal him by the way in which ye go, then shall ye 
bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave?" 
But yet, out of all these seemingly jarring elements, 
out of so many conflicting interests and ill designs, out 
of so much folly and ignorance, and envy and hatred, and 
malice and lust, and revenge and pride, and avarice, 
and regards of men each to his own concerns, irrespec- 
tively either of his brethren or of God ; out of these 
things, cemented and knit together into mutual rela- 
tions and dependencies ; through such a multitude of 
little unnoticeable accidents as an old man making a 
fine coat for his favourite child, a great man quarrelling 
with his butler and his baker ; out of such things, I 
say, what did God produce ! And what would Jacob, 
and Joseph, and his brethren, and their families, and 
Egypt and Canaan, and the neighbouring nations, and 
the Church, and the whole world have lost, if, when 
man had cast the lot into the lap, the whole disposing 
thereof had not been of the Lord' ! If his eyes bad not 
been in every place beholding the evil and the good ; 
if a sparrow could have fallen from the house-top with- 
out Him ; if any thing could have been done and He 
not the doer of it ; if his kingdom ruled not over all ; 
if He were not good to all, and his tender mercies over 
all his works : Jacob then had been indeed bereaved, 
and Joseph murdered, whilst his brethren would have 
died in sin, and famine would have destroyed the na^ 

' See Prov. xvi. 33. 
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tiona, and the Lord's people 'would oot have become a 
nation : whereas, instead, all things did in lact work to- 
gether for good, for time and for eternity. The pa- 
triarchs lived and died in peace; Joseph's sons had 
Jacob's blessing; the whole family dwelt at ease in 
Goshen, blessed, and a blessing to the Egyptians. That 
generation died in faith, seeing the promises afar o$ 
and rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God. Their 
posterity were kept together, apart iirom idolatry; and 
when at length they had multiplied exceedingly, God 
made them stronger than their enemies, and brought 
them out by a great deliverance, and made them a light 
of the world, and raised up from among them kings 
and priests, and saints and prophets, glorious examples 
of faith and piety, holding forth the word of life, till 
Christ came of their seed at last, " made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons ^" 
My Brethren, that is a wise prayer of David's, " Let 
us fall now into the hand of the Lord, for his mercies are 
great, and let me not fall into the liand of man ' ;" and a 
wiser still is thatwhichour Lord hath put into our mouths, 
" Thy will be done, O God, in earth as it is in heaven '." 
My Brethren, our good God has made the way of duty 
very plain ; and so doing, if ye can receive it, He has 
made the way of comfort as plain. Thou ahalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and serve Him 
with all thy strength : tbou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself, and do unto all men as thou wouldest they 
should do unto thee. Looking to the past, thou shalt 
repent and be converted, that thy sins may be blotted 
out ; and looking to the future, thou shalt believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and having such an high priest, 
come boldly to the throne of grace, to seek mercy in 
his name, and obtain grace to help in time of need. This 
done, thou hast no more to do, for events are God's, and 
" the eternal God is thy relnge, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms ^" He vrill not suffer thy foot to 

' Gal. iv. 4, 5. '2 Sam. xxiv. 14. 

' Matt. V. 10. ' Deut. xxxiii, 27. 
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be moved, for He that keepeth tbee will oot sluraber. 
He will not suffer thee to be tempted above that thou 
art able, but will with the temptation make a way to 
escape that thou mayest be able to bear it. A thousand 
may fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand, but it shall not come nigh thee, except it is to 
be overruled for good. Thy shoes shall be iron and 
brass, and as thy days, so shall thy strength be. And 
all things are for thy sake, yea all things tbine, whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come, all are 
thine, if thou be Christ's, for Christ is God's. Then 
be careful for nothing; whereinsoever thou art called, 
there abide with God. You cannot see how God is 
working for you ; neither could Joseph, whilst the work 
went on ; but he believed, and so may you. All his 
triab yielded afterwards the peaceable fruits of right- 
eousness, when he had been exercised thereby ; and so 
shall yours ; bis sufferings, were the strong meat by 
which his soul was fed ; and so shall yours be, if Provi- 
dence calls you to them ; his comforts, which came 
afterwards, brought him nearer still to God; and so shall 
yours, if you will see God's hand in them. Your cir- 
cumstances may not resemble his, but trials you must 
go through; and his history is applicable, and was 
written for your iostniction under them, proving to you 
that whatsoever they are they may be turned to profit, 
because He who permits and orders them, is "the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever '." " In whatsoever state 
ye are therefore, be therewith content." The wise will 
not wish for change. Believe only with the great 
Apostle, that ye can do all things through Christ 
strengthening yon, and then with him also ye shall 
know how to be abased, and how to abound ; every 
where, and in all things, ye shall be instructed both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need *, and therefore to go on your way rejoicing. 

' Heb. xiii. 8. ' See Phil. It. 1 1— 13. 
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JOSEPH S TEMPTATION. 



Gbk. xxxix. 9. 
" How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against Ood 7" 

I HAVE before discoursed to you on the history of 
Joseph and his brethren, and I then considered the 
whole narrative as illustrating the doctrine of Divine 
Providence. I intend now to draw some instructions 
for practice, from consideration of the personal beha- 
viour of the parties named. 

There is frequently a grand turning point in the 
lives of men, when their conduct, in a pw^icular trans- 
action, appears to determine all their future for- 
tunes. So it very clearly was with Joseph, from the 
account we have of his behaviour under a special temp- 
tation. Had he fallen on that occasion, the remainder 
of his history might have been very different. But 
the high honour and eminence to which he came in 
due time took their rise from his faithful dealing 
then, and from the victory which he obtained through 
God's grace. 

Joseph was intended for a great work. He was to 
be God's instrument for preserving the lives of the 
whole posterity of Jacob, now increased to about 
seventy persons, and for the settling of them in a 
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Bituatton where tbey might be kept together apart 
irom idolatry, till the time should be come for giving 
them possession of Canaan. In order to this, God had 
permitted the envy of Joseph's brethren to take its 
course so far as to occasion his being sold as a bond- 
servant into Egypt ; but He would not suffer a hair of 
bia head to perish. The Ishmaelites who had bought 
him of his brethren, sold him again when they arrived 
in Egypt to Potiphar, the captain of the king's guard. 
And now the Lord proceeded to discipline and train 
bim Jiirther for what he was to come to in due season. 
In very early life Joseph had received great grace, and 
had brought forth the fruits of grace very hopefully ; 
and though this had not procured for him the good-will 
of men, it must have been very manifest to himself 
that God had not forsaken him, and others also were 
soon made to see the same. Potiphar became in a 
short time so sensible, not only of Joseph's diligence 
and fidelity, and capacity for business, but also of his 
being specially blessed by the Almighty, that he made 
him overseer of his house. From this time the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian's bouse for Joseph's sake; and tliis 
was so evident, that Potiphar absolutely resigned to 
him the charge of all his affairs, so that he himself 
knew not aught that he had, save the bread that he did 
eat. Joseph therefore had now a measure of Divine 
acceptance, which called for many thanksgivings, and 
must have compensated him, in no mean degree, for the 
envy and ill-will of his own flesh and blood. 

But whilst things were in this condition, that befel 
Joseph which had befallen his fore&ther Abraham ; when 
he also, being in a state of separation from his kindred, 
had been blessed with manifest tokens of Divine love. 
God did tempt, or make trial of Joseph. He did not 
indeed Himself lay any special command upon him ; 
or require his surrender of any thing which might 
lawfully be very dear to him; but permitting one, 
whom Joseph had to do with, to follow the desires of 
her own evil mind. He so ordered the matter in his 
providence, that the same question which had been put 
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to Abraham, should, in substance, and in a manner 

equally efiectual for the trial of bis principles, be pat 
ako to Joseph; namely, whether he loved and feared 
God supremely or not, and would take Him for his 
Master, renouncing the world, the flesh, and the deril, 
for his sake. 

All this was, in feet, submitted to Joseph's decision 
by the profligate wife of Potiphar, when she would 
have tempted him to adultery; and you have heard 
his answer. " Behold," he says to her, " my master 
wotteth not what is with me in the bouse, and he bath 
committed ail that he hath to my band ; there is none 
greater in this bouse than I ; neither bath he kept 
back any thing from me but thee, because tbou art his 
wife: bow then can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God ?" And afterwards, when she renewed 
her base solicitations, be would neither " hearken to 
her," nor " be with her." At length, therefore, she 
became convinced that she could not prevail with him ; 
and then her wicked passions took a new direction. 
Hatred, and the desire of revenge, possessed her. She 
accused Joseph iaisely, and be was cast into prison. 
But there also Ciod was with him, and you know bow 
the history concludes. God took care for the clearing 
of bis character ; and what happened to him whilst be 
lay in bondage, prepared the way for bis becoming 
ruler over all the land of Egypt, and the preserver also 
of his father and his brethren. 

I do not mean, however, to pursue the particulars of 
the history at present, but shall confine myself to such 
instructions as may be drawn from what has been now 
rehearsed, and to the inferences arising out of them. 

I. And, first, I think the history of Joseph's faith- 
fulness may teach us what course to take, in dependence 
upon God's grace, for resisting temptation. 

Temptations are to be expected by every body. 

We must, the Apostle tells us, through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom of Grod. The very 
Captain of our salvation was made perfect in this 
way; "Though he wm« a son, yet learned he obe- 
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dience by the things which he safifered '." Much 
more then may we expect t)ie ssnie. For ia ns there 
is a rebellious will to be mastered, an evil heart to be 
purified, and an old nature to be put off. There is in 
ue also a readiness to bring evil out of good : and when 
by grace we have been in some low degree successful 
in our warfare, to become proud and self-sufficient, as if 
we had not only done great things, but done them also 
in our own strength. And therefore, ordinarily, we 
need repeated trials, and continual exercise, and many 
clear calls to us to let our souls still wait upon God, 
and to work out oar own salvation with fear and 
trembling, before we can he brought to that sub- 
missive, bumble, and depending state, which befits us 
best, and before our characters can be fully formed, and 
the new man be raised up in us, which after God is 
cheated in righteousness and true holiness. 

The tempter, moreover, will take if he can, and 
God oftentimes will permit him to take all advantages, 
to make the temptation the greater, and to render it 
such as may be peculiarly iitted to ensnare us. 

Joseph's time of life ; the opportunities which Satan's 
agent had ; her importunity, and the difficulty of get- 
ting out of her way; the licentious manners of the 
times, perhajM, and probably the tight way in which 
sin might be ^garded and spoken of in that heathen 
country ; all this aggravated his peril. And wbatev« 
be the special nature of our trials, God may permit, and 
often does permit, that there should be attendant circum- 
stances, which by a dishonest mind may be regarded 
as very plausible excuses for evil compliances, if not as 
absolute justifications of it, so that we may deceive our- 
selves into the persuasion that we are excusable, even 
though we fiill. 

Nevertheless, which is the main point to be con- 
sidered, victory is always possible, and grace sufficient. 
" God is faithful," saith the Apostle, " who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but 
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will with tlie temptation also make a v&y to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it '." He provides the means; it 
rests with ourselves, his Spirit helping us, to make ase 
of them. 

Here it is that Joseph may instruct ns : and let us 
DOW attend to him. 

Joseph then was proof against temptation, first, be- 
cause he was prepared and forearmed. 

He was evidently, in the first place, a man of busi- 
ness; one who was constantly occupied in the duties 
of his station ; and, assuredly, there is nothing which 
more tends to keep man out of mischief than God's 
ordinance of labour and fit employment. We are all 
saved from commission of iniquity in millions of in- 
stances, simply by having something else to do: and 
much more when we make a conscience of discharging 
the duties of our calling statedly and punctually as 
unto the Lord. But the idle are destitute of such 
good defences, so that the tempter finds them as a city 
broken down and without walls. And this applies 
very particularly to the class of sins which the history 
under review brings to our thoughts. It was in an 
idle hour that David was tempted to uncleanness ; had 
he been as industrious and as honestly occupied as ' 
Joseph, he might have been preserved as well as he. 

Besides this, however, Joseph was foreamied in 
another and still better way, by previous study of divine 
truth, and habits of communion and intercourse with 
God. He remembered his Creator in the days of his 
early youth ; his spiritual armour was already on him ; 
he had not his defences to seek when the assault was 
made; he was in a condition to see through the 
temptation at once ; and there was an indisposition to 
evil already raised up in him. So he had his argu- 
ments of sound reason at hand, familiar to his mind, 
and producible the moment they were called for ; and 
not having accustomed himself to sin against bis con- 
science, they were not weak through the flesh, as the 
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best reasons are wont to be with so many. Prayer 
and meditation had strengthened all right resolutions 
in him, and confirmed his sound opinions, and given 
them practical force and weight. His duty to God 
and to his neighbour; the obligation which lay upon 
him to adorn the doctrine he professed ; the wisdom 
of fearing God rather than man ; what were the just 
demands of gratitude for favours received, and wherein 
the evil of sin consisted ; all this he had weighed and 
studied ; and in his reply to the tempter, it appeared 
that he had done so. His master Potiphar had 
honoured, &voured, trusted him, and kept back no- 
thing from him which he could lawfully give him ; and 
he had accordingly himself an instinctive perception 
and horror of such a base breach of trust as was now 
suggested to him, and of rendering evil for good to so 
kind a friend. Three arguments, moreover, he urges 
upon himself in the text : — " How then can I do this 
great wickedness," he says, "and sin against GodT' 
I, of all men in the world ! Not only was he the last 
man who should sin against Potiphar, being the most 
obliged to him ; but he was the last, surely, that should 
sin at all in any wilful way. A professor as he was of 
the true religion, one who was continually endeavouring 
to bring others to it, should he give occasion to hea^ 
thens to blaspheme? He feels and expresses himself 
much as Nehemiab did, when, upon the proposal made 
to him to do a cowardly action, he exclaims, " Should 
such a man as I flee'?" This is his first argument. 
His next is taken from the sense he had of the enor- 
mity of the crime : — " How can I do this great wicked- 
ness?" Uncleanness, adultery, the light infringement 
of the marriage-vow, the desecration of God's first 
institution for the preservation of a godly seed upon the 
earth ; was it possible that he could consent to this ? 
If God's word was plain in any thing, and natural con- 
science clear in any thing, it was so here. If there was 
any thing which God did indisputably abhor, and had 
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testified against by word and deed ; if there was any 
thing which the world knew by dreadful experience, 
to be the parent of misery and ruin, surely here it 
was. How could he do thisi Such is his second 
argument. The last is taken from his knowledge of 
Him whom all sin offends. How could he sin against 
God ?' Did not God see him ? Was it not against his 
law, and against hia nature too? a thing utterly hateful 
to hie purity? Should not such as loved God hate 
evil ? and if any body had cause to love God, was not 
Joseph the man ? For had not God loved him, and 
been as truly a Father to him as He was by right a 
Master. And should he be unmindful of these relations? 
David remembered all this when he bad committed 
ain ; and, therefore, he says in his penitential Psalm, 
" Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight;" .... and "justified" art thou there- 
fore, he confesses, "when thou speakest*," that is, to 
condemn me. But Joseph's happiness was, that he 
remembered it when the sin was proposed to him ; and 
this kept him upright. 

The first thing, then, which Joseph teaches us with 
reference to temptation is, that we are not to wait til] 
it actually comes. We are forewarned that it may 
come any day : wherefore we must take unto ourselves 
every day, the whole armour of God ; have the shield 
of faith habitually before us, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, ever in hand; and 
watch unto prayer continually; for no otherwise can we 
withstand in the evil day, or when the trial is actually 
arrived. 

II. This however cannot prevent trials, though it will 
go far to secure from fails. Look we next, therefore, 
to Joseph's behaviour in the conflict itself. 

Three things are noted, by which under God he 
gained and secured the victory; and I will take them in 
the order in which the history delivers them. 

Firsts when the wicked proposal was made to Joseph, 

' Ps. li. 4. 
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he peremptorily refused at once, and he would not 
hearken any further. 

There waa no need for it When our oooTictions 
are clear, and onr minds made up up>on good grounds 
as to wliat course it is our duty to take, there can be 
no honesty in further discussion. When our first 
mother liad told the serpent, " We may eat of the 
iruit of the trees of the garden : but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said. 
Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye 
die '," she had said enough. It is clear she fully un- 
derstood her duty, and well knew the consequences of 
disobedience. And, therefore, to hearken a moment 
longer, was wilfully to allow an advantage to ber adver- 
sary ; it was suffering him to get in the point of the 
wedge, by which he would soon split to pieces all her 
good resolves. Joseph was wiser, and let us be so. 
" The thought of foolishness is sin *." They that will 
stand still and listen to what can be said for sin, have 
sinned already; and have done what must be repented 
of, and what can only be forgiven by virtue of Christ's 
atonement, even though something should happily 
intervene to prevent matters from going further. And 
tbey have done besides that which grieves the good 
Spirit of God, and tempts Him to leave them to them- 
selves, and which shows presumption and foolhardiness ; 
the self-suflBcient pride, which goeth before destruc- 
tion, and the haughty spirit which is near a fall. And, 
therefore, it is not often that matters are prevented 
irom going further. 

Joseph, moreover, would not be with his tempter. 
For though it might be clear, that nothing could be 
said to befool his judgment, or puzzle his understand- 
ing in so plain a case, he had not so little self-know- 
ledge as to think, that having arguments of pure rea- 
son at hand was enough of itself to keep a man from 
acting in an unreasonable manner. He was, like Job, 
therefore, and would make a covenant with his eyes, not 

* Gbd. iii. 3. ' Prov. xitiv. 9. 
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to look upon any thing, wliicb, in spite of reason, might 
excite his bad passions. " Evil communications corrupt 
good manners'." And the wise man says, not only, 
" My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not :" but 
" My son, walk not thou in the way with them ; refrain 
thy foot from their path *," " avoid it, pass not by it, turn 
from it, pass away '." " Go from the presence of a foolish 
man when thou perceivest not in him the lips of know- 
ledge "." There is no safety for those who despise this 
counsel. " He that walketh with wise men shall be 
wise : but a companion of fools shall be destroyed '." 
Indeed, as they that will listen to what can be said for 
sin, have, in that instance, simied, so they that will 
consort habitaally, and by choice, with evil persons, 
must themselves be habitually evil-minded. Whether 
they have or have not as yet run into the same excess 
of riot outwardly as their companions have, there 
must be a corrupt vitiated taste and liking already, 
which outward restraints will not long keep in bounds. 
"For what fellowship hath righteousness with unright- 
eousness," the Apostle asks, "and what communion 
hath light with darkness ?" " Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be separate, saitb the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and be 
a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty '." 

Finally, when temptation followed Joseph in spite 
of his honest endeavours to avoid it, leaving his gar- 
ment in the tempter's hand, he fled, we are told, and 
gat him out. This shows that he had but one care, 
namely, to avoid sinning; and that, so long as he could 
do this, he could trust himself in God's hands for every 
thing. He might have foreseen, and probably did fore- 
see, much of what follows : that he should offend his 
tempter, that he would be much in her power, and be- 
come the victim of her revenge, and that his good would 
be evil spoken of, his conduct misrepresented, and his 
integrity turned against him : but he did not coocera 

' 1 Cor. XV. 32. • Prov. i. 10. 15. » Prov. iv. 15. 

" Prov. xiv. 7. ' Prov. xiji. 20. ' 2 Cor. vi. 14. 17, 18. 
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himself about consequences. The soul that is brought 
to this is safe. If the will of God be so, it is better to 
suffer for well-doing, than for evil-doing ; and then, we 
may commit the keeping of our souls to Him as to a 
feitbfiil Creator. Joseph's garment, we know, was pro- 
duced in evidence against him, and unrighteous judg- 
ment did prevail for a season. Nevertheless, in taking 
the honest course, he had taken the wisest and most 
prudent also ; and of this he was well assured in his 
own mind from the first. Had he wilfully remained . 
where temptation was, he would have been incurring 
a worse danger than he did incur by running the risk 
of misconstractiou and persecution ; and these, if they 
befel him, could only last for a season. God would set 
all right in time. " If thou seest the oppression of the 
poor," saith the Preacher, " and violent perverting of 
judgment in a province, marvel not at the matter : for 
be tbat is higher than the highest regardeth ; and there 
be higher than they *." And so thought Joseph also. 
He walked, in a word, fixim first to last by faith, and 
therefore, he was proof against the bribes and the 
threatenings of the tempter both alike. 

And now see the benefit derivable from temptations 
when they cross us without fault of our own, and the 
sure reward of an honest resistance of them. 

Joseph having obtained grace to be true to God, God, 
as He never fails to be, was true to him. 

He strengthened him with might by his Spirit in- 
wardly, whilst the assault lasted ; and He brought great 
good out of it in due time ; showing us thereby what 
sufficient ground there is for that strange exhortation, 
as some may reckon it, of the Apostle, " My brethren, 
count it all joy when ye fell into divers temptations ' ;" 
and for that declaration also of the Psalmist which un- 
believers are incapable of assenting to, " It is good for 
me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy 
testimonies *." 

This did not indeed appear in Joseph's case immedi- 
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ately. For we have need of patience, that after vre have 
done the wilt of God, we should inherit the promises ; 
and patience must have bar perfect work that we may 
be perfect and entire, lacking nothing. 

Joseph had more to go through, because he had more 
to learn and gain. His tempter first accused him to 
his fellow-servants ; and they, perhaps, envying him his 
advancement, seem to have believed the charge at 
once. She then accused him to her husband, and his 
wrath kindled immediately. So that Joseph's good 
name, that possession which is so much better than 
great riches, was gone ; and, as it appeared, irretrievably. 
But this was only a continuation of God's providential 
exercise of his graces. And it did its office. No 
vehement spirit of resentment was awakened in Joseph's 
mind. There is no attempt at retaliation, no exhibi- 
tion of any desire to be revenged on his mistress for her 
ill-usage of him. Even when he had hopes of getting 
out of prison by the interest of Pharaoh's butler with 
his master, he does not strengthen his case, as he 
might have done, by accusing his mistress ; but simply 
affirms, concerning himself, that he had done nothing 
that they should put him into the dungeon. So that 
he evidently committed himself calmly to God all 
along ; and possessed and was growing in that most ex- 
cellent spirit of charity and meekness, without which 
all else is nothing worth. 

Almighty God also, as I observed in the beginning, 
was alt along at work for him ; ordering alt things, not 
only for this disciplining of his mind, but for the clearing 
of his character also, for his promotion to honour and 
prosperity, and for bringing him into such a situation 
that he might be the preserver, as he afterwards became, 
of the whole family of his father Jacob. 

Joseph, moreover, was not an unhappy man even in 
his prison-house ; even there he was not destitute 
either of tokens of God's love, or of opportunities of 
usefulness. The Lord was with him ; gave him favour, 
and enabled him to approve himself worthy of trust, in 
spite of the cloud of false accusation which hung over 
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him. He was able to praise Ciod in his estate of 
bondage, and to comfort and instruct his fellow-prisoners 
also ; nor when he was at last released, had lie any cause 
to grieve that he had lain in bonds so long. Had his 
enlargement taken place two years sooner, as once he 
hoped it might have done, he might have been out of 
the way when Pharaoh wanted an interpreter of his 
dreams ; and so, might never have come to be ruler 
over Egypt. God dealt with him, then, as a son ; and, 
however grievous the chastening may have been which 
he bad to endure, it yielded, in a rich harvest, the 
peaceable fruits of righteoosness, when he had been 
duly exercised thereby, and God's time for honouring 
and owning him was fully come. 

III. I will only ask your attention further, to one or 
two plain inferences deducible from what you have 
heard ; and to a few words of exhortation arising out of 
them. 

Almighty God, it is clear, from the whole narrative, 
is righteous in all his ways, and has a merciful and wise 
meaning in all his dealings with his people. " He doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men ''•" and 
" no man when he is tempted," in the evil sense, and so as 
to be drawn into sin, may say that " he is tempted of 
God." He Himself "cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man ; hut every man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed '." Satan 
lays snares and accommodates his bribes to our cor- 
ruptions, in order to take advantage of them, and seduce 
us from our duty to our hurt. And his agents do the 
same, in order to serve themselvra of us, in reckless 
disregiu'd of the damage which we may sustain. But 
God, who upheld Joseph from falling, can do as much 
for us, and has promised to do it. And his meaning, 
in permitting the trial, is to make manifest the grace 
that is in ns ; to exercise it, and so increase it, in order 
to our higher reward. He, therefore, is to be adored and 
justified in whatever trials He permits ; and we are to be 
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condemned as guilty, and destroyers of ourselves when- 
soever we yield. No temptation has befallen any of us, 
but such as has been borne heretofore by others, and 
trampled upon in the strength of the Lord. And 
whilst we have such histories to read as the one now 
before us, it must ever be undeniable, that it is, in all 
cases, possible to keep from sin ; and always clear that 
to do so, at any sacrifice, is as much our interest as our 
duty. We see what Joseph came to in consequence of 
bis integrity. But what would he have come to had 
he let it go i We caunot gather this from the facts of 
the history, but other passages of Scripture instruct us 
fully. " Whosoever coramitteth sin is the servant of 
sin '." Had Joseph pelded to his tempter, he would have 
become her slave, and the slave of his own corruption, 
and have been unfitted altogether for honourable 
station or useful employment. For " no mao can serve 
two masters'." Fleshly lusts especially war against the 
soul, and take away the heart ; and as to yielding to 
them, "This," says Job, "is an heinous crime; yea, it 
is an iniquity to he punished by the judges, for it is a 
fire that consumeth to destructioo, and would root out 
all mine increase'." 

Then, be not satisfied vrilth admiring Joseph as a 
conqueror in the spiritual conflict; but pray for his 
faith, and set the Lord always before you as he did. 
Live in constant communion with God, and in daily 
searching of Holy Scripture. Meditate on the truths 
there delivered to you ; give yourselves wholly to them, 
and your profiting shall appear unto all men. 

One observation may be made on the behaviour of the 
profligate woman, who would have been Joseph's seducer 
from the way of godliness ; and it applies to all who, 
in whatsoever way, would do the same evil work. She 
had no real regard or good will for him : when her own 
passion could not he gratified, she at once showed her- 
self to be the foe which, indeed, she was from the first. 
And so it is always. The Scripture says, " Thou shalt 

' John Tiii. 34. ' Matt. vi. 24. ' Job xxxi. 11, 12. 
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not hate thy brother in thine heart ;" and, therefore, 
" thou Bhalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 
sufifer sin upon him* :" that is, not let him commit it if 
you can help it, when he is going to do it of his own 
mind. But if it be hatred not to check your neighbour 
in such courses, what must it be to lead him into them ? 
The Apostle says, " See that ye love one another with 
a pure heart fervently '." But love, and impure desire, 
whatever may be pretended to the contrary, are farther 
removed from one another, than the east is from the west. 
I conclude, then, in the words of the Apostle, which, 
probably, were selected by our Church, to be read on the 
same day with this history of Joseph, because of the 
light they throw upon it. " Be ye followers of God 
as dear children ; and walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us, and hath given himself for us an ofiering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweet-sroelling savour." But 
(for the two can never go together), " But fornication, 
and all uncleaDoess, let it not he once named among 
you, as becometh saints. Neither filthiness, nor foolish 
talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient : but 
rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, hath any inheritance 
iu the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man 
deceive you with vain words : for because of these 
things, cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with 
them. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are 
ye light in the Lord : walk as children of light *." 
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SERMON VIII. 



Israel's deliverance out of egypt. 



"Thus the Lord laved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea 

" And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians : and the people feared the Lord, and believed the 
Lord, and his servant Moses," 

No attentive reader of Holy Scripture can have failed 
to observe the wonderful manner in which the doc- 
trines of the New Testament are illustrated by the 
types and prefigurations of them in the Old: as for 
instance, the doctrine of atonement, by the Jewish 
sacrifices ; and the nature and necessity of sanctifica- 
tiou, by the ordinances concerning leprosy. There is, 
however, another sort of types in some respects still 
more wonderful than those contained in the ceremonial 
observances of the law : I mean the historical types 
(aa they may be called) with which the Old Testament 
abounds. In these we have a very extraordinary view 
of the Godhead, as seeing the end from the beginning ; 
and a most amazing demonstration of the unity of de- 
sign which runs through the whole of Holy Scripture, 
and makes the vast variety of providential dispensations 
therein recorded, to be so many necessary parts of one 
grand and consistent plan of mercy. We behold the 
Almighty so over-ruling the transactions of one period 
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of time, as to render them exact symbols or prophetical 
representatioas of other transactions of still higher 
interest, which have been at length accomplished subse- 
quently in their season ; and thence we may collect fresh 
aad forcible evidence of the truth of our religion, and 
enlarge our acquaintance with the wisdom, ftithful- 
ness, and love of God. 

These are considerations of great importance to the 
inquiring reader of the Bible, and considerations evi- 
dently of great practical utility. But my principal end 
in adverting to the subject of types at present, is to 
employ one of them according to its obvious design; 
that is, to make use of it as an illustration of evan- 
gelical truths and doctrines. Of all the historical 
types of the Old Testament, the most remarkable and 
the most complete, is perhatis that which is afforded us 
in the narrative from which the words of the text are 
taken. The history of the fortunes of God's people 
Israel, from the period of their being enslaved in Egypt 
to the time of their settlement in Canaan under their 
great captain Joshua {or Jesus, as he is called in the Acts 
of the Apostles' and in the Epistle to the Hebrews'), was 
certainly intended to be, and truly is, a most accurate 
and full-length picture of the method of man's redemp- 
tion ; a picture in which our condition as children of 
wrath, and -our character as perverse and wayward sin- 
ners, and God's dealings with his Church, his patience 
and love towards her, and his fiery indignation against all 
her adversaries, are represented in the liveliest colours. 

The record divides itself into two periods : the first 
of which concludes with the deliverance of Israel fix)m 
bondage, by the destruction of Pharaoh's host; and 
the latter, beginning with their entrance upon their 
journey through the wilderness, finishes with their full 
establishment in the promised land. 

I purpose now to make some observations upon 
the account given us of the _first of these periods, with 
particular reference to the typical significatian of the 
events recorded. 

> Acts vii. 45. ' Heb. iv. 8. 
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In the history of Joseph and his brethren, we leara 
the occasion of the first settlement of Abraham's pos- 
terity in Egypt. Previously to this, God had promised 
to their forefather an inheritance for his descendants 
in the fertile laud of Canaan, which the family fully 
expected in due season to receive. But I begin with 
the period of Israel's distress. After Joseph and his 
brethren were dead, their children multiplied so pro- 
digiously, that it is said, the land was filled with them. 
At this time there arose a new king over 'Egypt, who 
knew not Joseph. Joseph had not been more the sup- 
port of his own house than of Egypt. He had saved 
the people from destruction by famine, and at the same 
time had greatly strengthened the government by his 
wise policy. But his services were now forgotten. And 
the new king a£^ted to look with dread upon the great 
and growing prosperity of his family. He persuaded 
the Egyptians that these strangers were likely to do the 
nation an injury; and they readily concurred with him 
in a most iniquitous plan, by which he hoped to break 
the spirit of the Israelites, and to check their further 
increase. He reduced them to a state of most bitter 
slavery, and at the same time issued an edict by which 
all their male children were to be put to death. Israel 
doubtless would soon have become extinct under such 
usage as this, had they not been upheld by- Divine pro- 
tection. But the God of their fathers had his eye upon 
them and upon their enemies. He so ordered it that the 
people multiplied more and more. He rescued Moses 
from the effect of Pharaoh's edict ; and having marvel- 
lously provided for his education in the Egyptian court, 
he commissioned him, in process of time, to be their 
deliverer. "I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry 
by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their 
sorrows ; and I am come down to deliver them out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out 
of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land 
flowing with milk and honey. Come now therefore, 
and I wilt send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
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bring forth my people the children of Israel out of 
Egypt'." MoBes goes as he is commanded ; he delivers 
his message to Pharaoh, and makes request on behalf 
of Israel that they may go into the wilderness to sacri- 
fice. The proud king, however, answers him with 
a direct defiance of God, and issues a fresh and most 
unreasonable order to oppress Israel yet more. Upon 
this the Israelites themselves begin to murmur through 
impatience and distrust of God. But He will not cast 
them off; on the contrary, He declares his determina- 
tion (overlooking their perverseness) to " redeem them 
with a stretched-out arm, and with great judgments*." 
Moses is commanded first, to work a miracle in con- 
firmation of his mission, in Pharaoh's presence. This 
miracle, however, the Egyptian magicians contrive to 
imitate (as they do by some others afterwards) ; and 
though God enables his servant to give an evident 
testimony of the superiority of his power to theirs, 
Pharaoh is blinded by his passions, his heart is har- 
dened, and he will not let Israel go. The Almighty 
then stretches forth his hand in judgment against 
Egypt and her king. He brings upon them, one by 
one, many dreadful plagues, always sending them at 
the word of Moses, and removing them at his inter- 
cession, upon Pharaoh's making any profession of sub- 
mission. Pharaoh, however, invariably repents of his 
submission, so soon as the plague is removed ; and God 
at length gives warning of yet another judgment, by 
which He is determined to force him to obedience. 
He declares that his angel shall pass throughout the 
whole land of Egypt, and smite the firstborn in every 
house. But the Israelites are commanded to kill a 
lamb in every bouse of theirs, and to sprinkle their 
doorposts with its blood ; which blood, when the de- 
stroying angel should see, he should pass over those 
houses, and not enter to smite any there. Israel did as 
was required of them, and the event came to pass 
as God had said ; and now Pharaoh and his people are 
terrified effectually: they thrust Israel out in haste, 
and eagerly accommodate them with every thing they 
* Exod. iii. 7, 8. 10. ' Ibid. vi. 6. 
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need for their joumey; for there was not a bouse in 
Egypt where there was not one dead. 

The contest, however, ia not ended yet. In a short 
time Pharaoh recovers from his fright; and hearing 
that Israel are encamped betwixt him and the sea, he 
assembles a mighty host, and follows after them. The 
people see the approaching danger, and are beyond 
measnre terrified. Tbey chide with Moses, and repent 
of their enterprise. But God passes by their unbelief 
again ; and Moaes, by his command, assures them, "The 
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace*." 
God had before directed their march by a cloudy pillar 
going before them. He now stations this pillar be- 
twixt them and Pharaoh's host. It gives light to 
Israel, but is a clond of darkness to Egypt; so that the 
two armies approach no nearer to each other all night. 
In the mean time God is miraculously providing for 
Israel's rescue : by a mighty wind He divides the sea 
into two parts, and in the morning his people march 
through in safety. Pharaoh, in his madness, follows, 
and is destroyed, with all his armament. " The waters re- 
turned" at the word of Moses, " and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh ; there 
remained not so much as one of them. Thus the Lord 
saved Israel that day oot of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea 
shore. And Israel saw that great work which the Lord 
did upon the Egyptians : and the people feared the 
Lord, and believed the Lord, and bis servant Moses ^." 

Now observe what a lively picture is here pre- 
sented to us of God's dealings vrith his Church ; of 
the natural estate of all ; of the trials and supports 
which believers nteet with when they are to be de- 
livered from this evil world out of which God calls 
them ; of the performances of Him who is their ran- 
som, on their behalf; and of the sure destruction of all 
God's adversaries and theirs. Egypt represents this 
vain siniiil world in the midst of which we dwell; the 
world, as it lies in subjection to its spiritual Pharaoh, 
the prince of darkness. The Egyptians typify the 

• Exod. xiv. 14. ° Ibid. xiv. 28. 30, 31. 
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children of that wicked one who league with him 
against the cause and people of God. 

God's people, like ancient Israel, are only sojournere 
in Egypt. The world is not their borne. They look 
forward to inherit a land of promise ; a land good and 
large, a heavenly Canaan, an eternal resting-place. 

However, they are bom in sin, and are children of 
wrath, even as others. God, indeed, sees them afar off, 
and has determined upon their rescue from spiritual 
slavery. But of themselves they are devoted to their 
taskmasters. They do not think of Canaan, but betake 
themselves to any drudgery about which " the spirit that 
worketh in the children of disobedience'" shall employ 
them. They labour for that which satisfietb not, com- 
mit iniquity with greediness, are led captive by Satan 
at his will ; and their servile spirit seems content with 
this loathsome degradation and wretched prostitution 
of their powers and talents. 

If however tbey begin (as at length they do), through 
Divine grace preventing them and putting into their 
hearte good desires, to show evident marks of a change 
of sentiments and pursuits ; if they seem to be awaking 
from the sleep of sin and death, and cry out, " Let 
us go, and sacrifice to the Lord our God * ;" Egypt is 
alarmed ; Pharaoh musters his powers against them, 
and takes counsel to defeat their enterprise. 

Let him who has been the slave of sin, tamely 
yielding submission to the world's ungodly maxims, 
and conforming himself with scrupulous cowardice 
to its vain and wicked fashions; let him make a 
vigorous eflfort to change sides and declare for God, and 
Satan at the instant will assail him by all his agents. 
He lias allies both without us and within us, and he 
will set them all to work. 

They of a man's own household shall be his foes, if 
they lie not under some restraint, or have not embarked 
themselves in the same holy cause. The adversaries, 
so soon as their attention is excited by a decided pro- 
fession, shall be all in arms ; and now, like Pharaoh's 
magicians, they shall attempt to invalidate the evidences 

' Eph. ii. 2. ' Exod. v. 8. 
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for the truth, hy lying pretences. And if tliia fails, 
and they are withheld, as it is like they may be, from 
persecuting ; crnel mockings, and slanderous insinua- 
tions, and bitter expressions of coDtempt shall not be 
wanting to keep him back who is to be terrified by the 
reproach of men. 

But Satan hath a party nearer to ns; yea, in our 
very hearts. And now a man shall understand, by feel- 
ing it, what the Scripture means when it says, " When 
I would do good, evil is present with me*." When his 
eyes are opened to see the nature of sin and duty; 
when conscieDce is wrought upon and be perceives 
that he must be conformed to this world no more ; 
when these right views beget religious resolutions, 
then he feels his fetters ; he becomes sensible of his 
devoteduess to sin, — sensible that it is like the plucking 
out of a right eye to' part with it. And the tempter 
all the while will aggravate the difficulties of the sur- 
render. 

These obstacles are too mighty for a man's own 
strength. The conflict is too sharp. The hazards to 
be run, and the self-denial to be exercised, and the 
labour to be endured, overpower his feeble faith. And 
until such time as God shall give more grace, he will 
despond, as Israel did, when, in consequence of their 
manifestation of a wish to depart, their burdens were 
increased. He will charge God foolishly, and com- 
plain, and be ready to revolt and go Imckward, as 
though religion were like to bring him into all manner 
of distress, and to afford him no sufficient conso- 
lations. 

But God has patience with bis children, and ab- 
solute control over all their eDemies. In the end, 
through Him that loved them, they shall be more than 
conquerors over every obstacle. He renews their 
spiritual strength, that in spite of discouragements 
they shall follow on to seek the Lord, and overcome 
their owa doubts and misgivings ; and if outward per- 
secution befal them, as there have been times when 
Christians have been severely proved in this way, 
* Rom. vii. 21, 
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"Surely the wrath of man shall praise tbee, the re- 
mainder of wrath shalt thou restrain"." 

The opposition which Israel met with in their de- 
parture out of Egypt ; the difficulty of the work ; the 
obstinacy and malice of the Egyptians ; the defenceless 
state of the people themselves ; the seeming weakness 
of Moses and Aaron, and their want of earthly auxili- 
aries ; — none of these things, nor all put together, could 
defeat God's purpose : He delivered them as effectually, 
and with as much ease to Himself, as if no obstacle 
whatever had intervened. And He gat Himself ho- 
nour upon Pharaoh and his hosts, and by the weak 
things of the world brought the mighty to nought; so 
that the excellency of the power might be seen to be of 
Him alone, and no flesh should glory in his presence. 

Just so at the first delivery of the Gospel He took 
out of the ungodly world a people for bis name. la 
despite of the rage and power of Jews and Gentiles ; not 
by might, not by power of man, but by his own Spirit 
only, throagh the instrumentality of the feeblest hands 
and most unlikely methods. He founded the Church of 
the Redeemer upon a rock, and caused persecution to 
strengthen it, and opposition to promote its increase. 
And just so He brings every individual member of that 
Church out of darkness into his marvellous light. The 
sinner can do nothing of himself; yet he has much to 
do. He can overcome no spiritual adversary of him- 
self; yet he has principalities and powers and traitorous 
inbred lusts to deal with. But he can do all things 
through Christ strengthening him ; and so his feeble- 
ness, and the strength of temptation, and the reluc- 
tances of natural corruption and opposition from with- 
out and from within, shall serve only in the end to 
illustrate God's power and faithfulness : for the shield 
of faith shall blunt the edge of every hostile weapon ; 
and as the Lord sent plague upon plague upon the 
Egyptians, so the sword of the Spirit with reiterated 
wounds shall beat down and prevail against every 
enemy, 

" See Pb. Ixxvi. 10. 
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The Almighty, however, before He delivered Jsnel 
finally, waa pleased to prefigure, in a more especial 
maiiDer, the root and foundation of that spiritual de- 
liverance which his dealings with them shadowed out. 
The lamb slaia at even by every Israelitish lamily, 
whose blood was sprinkled upon the door-posts, was 
but a figure of the Lamb of God, Christ Jesus. Through 
Him alone it is that a difference is put between Israel 
and Egypt ; that the destroying angel spares the one, 
whilst he smites the other. " He was wounded for our 
transgressions " :'* and when we have taken Him, and are 
trusting in Him to be a Saviour to us, and have applied 
his blood to our souls by &ith, as Israel dipped a branch 
of hyssop in the blood of the lamb, and so applied it 
to the doors of their houses ; then, because God is ever 
well-pleased in his Son, vengeance passes over us when 
it awakens to slay God's enemies, and the Lord comes 
forth with his mighty hand and stretched-K>ut arm to 
deliver us out of the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of his children, and we set forward on 
our road to the heavenly Canaan. 

So soon as the passover has been eaten by Israel, 
and the first-born of the Egyptians are smitten, the 
people begin their journey ; and, even as the worst of 
men will sometimes be helpful to Crod's people under 
some fit of terror, so Israel's enemies are glad at this 
awful juncture to lend their jewels of silver and jewels 
of gold ; and " they spoiled the Egyptians." 

But conviction is not conversion: people do some 
things well, as Herod did, when their hearts are not 
changed. Pharaoh and his subjects soon recover from 
their panic: and then, inasmuch as they have not 
learned to fear the Lord religiously, nor in any sense 
to love Him, they prepare, by a final effort, at least 
to avenge themselves on his servants. Thus the grand 
enemy of our salvation is never to be pacified: but 
our Almighty Guardian, also, never sleeps. By his 
Word and Providence He is a shining light to all his 
people, to guide them on their way ; but He is a cloud 

" Isa. liii. 5. 
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of darkness to opposers, to defeat their enterprises. 
And at last the event shall be as it was to Israel and 
to Egypt. " By feith" Israel " passed through the Red 
sea as by dry land'=." Though they murmured and de- 
sponded at first when they saw their danger, God mer- 
cifully consoled them and renewed their strength, so 
that they trusted in his promise by Moses : and then 
He made a way for them to escape ; and the mighty 
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and 
on their left; but the Egyptians, assaying to follow 
them, (not in faith, for they had no promise, but in 
mad presumption and wicked enmity,) were drowned 
every one of them. And so shall all thine enemies 
perish, O Lord ! It signifies not how numerous or how 
powerful they may he. " Though hand join in hand, the 
wicked shall not be unpunished' ;" and, above all, swift 
destruction shall be the doom of scoffers and perse- 
cutors. So long as God chooses to show his power 
in them and to prove his children by them, so long his 
enemies may rage with seeming impunity ; or if they be 
wounded, they shall not yet be slain; but when tliese 
ends are answered, He shall cnt them off by an exem- 
plary and final vengeance. " Therefore hell hath en- 
larged herself, and opened her mouth without measure : 
and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, 
and he that rejoiceth shall descend into it^" But the 
seed of the righteous shall be delivered. They that 
will believe s^ll see the glory of God. If they will 
confide in his promises through Christ, and follow Him 
out of the world, as Israel followed Moses, they are 
passed from death unto life; their spiritual enemies, 
even to the traitor in their own bosom, have received 
their death-wound. And then shall they know, if they 
follow on to know the Lord ; He shall come nnto them 
as the rain, as the latter and former rain, unto the 
earth'. They have a season indeed to abide in the 
wilderness; they must be proved further, and grow in 
grace after their first entrance upon their Christian 

" Heb. xi. 29. ' Prov. xi. 21. 

* Isa. T. 14. ' See Hos. vi. 8. 
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course : but God will feed them continually, and 
satisfy their eoul in drought ; they shall remember his 
out-atretched arm in his first deliverance of them from 
the dominion of their lusts ; they shall fear the Lord 
and believe the Lord and his servant Christ, and He 
shall instate them at last in the promised land. 

These latter particulars, however, are shadowed 
out by Israel's pilgrimage after passing through the 
sea. Therefore I shall not insist now upon the doc- 
trine of progressive sanctification, or consider the con- 
flicts and supports of the Christian after conversion : 
at present let me apply what has heen discoursed 
already. 

First, then, this wonderful history, taking it as a 
typical illustration of God's dealings with his Church, 
may be applied to the case of merely nominal Christians. 

Ye, brethren, (for too many of you, I fear, come 
worthily under such a denomination,) ye are precisely 
in the same condition in which Israel stood before they 
had any serious thought of following Moses out of 
Egypt. Israelites in profession, indeed, they were, and 
they had heard of the promised inheritance; and ye 
are called disciples of Christ, and have heard of heaven : 
but they were slaves to Pharaoh ; and so are ye to sin. 
And had they stayed in Egypt, they would have been 
slaves for ever; and so will ye be outcasts from Christ's 
true flock, aliens from his promises, except ye repent 
and be converted, and overcome the world by feith; 
except, despising the difficulties of religion, and the 
tongues of evil men, and the opposition of scoffers, and 
the love of ease, and the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life, ye come out from among 
the ungodly, dnd be separate, and leave their ways for 
Christ. If ye will not do so, in despite of your pro- 
fession of the Gospel, your destruction will be as 
certain as that of the vilest of the heathen ; and, in 
consequence of that profession, it will be far more 
aggravated in eternity. 

Arise, then, and flee for your lives. The marvellous 
deliverance of Israel, the difierence put betwixt them 
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who kept the passover and them who kept it not, 
Israel's triamph over so many obstacles, aotwitbstand- 
JDg their own inBrmity and partial unbelief, and their 
salvation by a method so anexpected, are recorded, to 
teach you that whosoever relies on God, coming to Him 
by Christ, is safe under the shadow of his wings. " He 
will bring the blind by a way that they know not ; He 
will lead them by paths that they have not known ; He 
will make darkness light before them, and crooked 
things straight. These things will He do unto them, 
and not forsake them*." Only learn and use the simple 
means of his own appointment, expecting blessing in 
them because they are his, and it shall be well with 
you. " Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in dark- 
ness, and hath do light? Let faim trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay upon his Grod *." 

Are there, however, any here who, not content 
with neglecting Christ's great salvation, will be direct 
opposers of his Gospel, and enemies to hia faithful 
people? However strange it may seem, and should 
seera, it is nevertheless the fact, that such are to be 
found sometimes even among the attendants upon 
public Christian worship. To persecute, indeed, in the 
worst sense of the word, is beyond your power. But 
ye will scoff and mock at genuine and zealous piety, 
and 80 tempt and trouble as many as ye can. If st^ I 
say, in the doom of Pharaoh and his followers, ye have 
a type of the certain perdition of all such as you, ex- 
cept grace be j^ven you to repent in time : for though 
it be most true that to scoif at pious men is not to do 
them the same injury as it would be to persecute them 
after some other manner; yet they tl^t do this are 
prompted by malice, and wickedness, and enmity to 
God and holiness, the very same in kind, if not in 
degree, with that which prompted the Jewish rulers to 
crucify the Lord of glory. Or if ye say, " We do not 
take part with God's enemies in mocking at religion, 
we only detest hypocrisy and enthusiastic perversions 
* See Isa. xlii. 16, * Ibid. 1. 10. 
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of relij^on ;" I reply, with re§pect to hypocrisy, ye have 
nothing to do to judge another man's servant, and ye 
cannot see his heart ; and with respect to enthusiasm, 
what careless people so call, is very commonly the truth 
of God ; and it does not lessen but increase their guilt 
that they fasten a &lse charge upon good men, and give 
the truth itself an ill name first, that they may more 
plausibly revile both afterwards. 

Remember, then, that not one of all Pharaoh's host 
escaped : or, if one such example is not enough, you 
may see in Scripture a thousand more. As God pro- 
tected Ebedraelecb, who succoured his prophet Jere- 
miah in distrras ', and made Pashnr a terror to himself 
for smiting him'; so Christ has laid it down for an 
universal rule, "Whosoever shall give you a cup of 
water to drink in my name, becanse ye belong to Chrisl^ 
verily, I say unto yon, he shall not lose his reward. 
And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that 
believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were 
hanged ahout his neck, and he were cast into the sea'." 
Stand in awe then, and sin not. Never presume to re- 
vile any man for his profession or opinions in religion, 
before yon be sure that you know what the truth is 
yourselves ; much less scoff at that which, as your own 
cooler judgment suspects, may possibly be right. If ye 
will not enter in at the strait gate yourselves, at least 
see that ye do not hinder others : for though ye may 
say, " We are in sport," ye are scattering firebrands and 
death ; and those firebrands will fall back upon your 
own heads, when you and the objects of your mockery 
shall stand before the same tribunal at the day of 
doom. 

Let me also address a few words to all practical and 
true believers. "Israel saw that great work," it is 
said, " which the Lord did ; and the people feared the 
Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses." 
Ye have seen God's wonders ; have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious ; have been delivered from spiritual bondage, 
by the renewal of the spirit of your minds and through 

• Jer. xxxix. 15. 18. ' Jer. xx. 2. 4. ' Mark ix. 41, 42. 
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ikith in Him, whom our Charch calls " tbe very Paschal 
Lamb, which was ofTered for us, and hath taken awiCv 
the sin of the world * !" 

Henceforth then, fear ye the Lord, and believe in 
Him. Israel, we are told, after God had brought them 
through the sea, made a question of it whether he 
could feed them in the wilderness. Do not imitate this 
most unreasonable and unthankful conduct. But if 
God quickened you when you were dead in trespasses 
and sins, let that assure you that He must be both 
able and willing to keep you by his power through 
iaith unto salvation. Do not forsake the fountain of 
living waters now that you have experienced its cleans- 
ing and healing virtues ; but trust in the Lord always, ye 
people ; pour oat your hearts before Him, for He is 
always a refuge for you ; and when you think of Him 
which awakened you, and called you, and changed you 
by his grace, and showed you Christ for your atone- 
ment, and set the hope of immortality before you, 
remember the practical inference which Jehovah him- 
self would have Israel draw from consideration of the 
deliverance they experienced: "I am the Lord thy 
God," He says, " which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage ;" therefore, 
"thou s^It have none other gods before me'." 
And say with Ephraim, " What have we to do any 
more with idols ' 1 " Pray that you may have done with 
sin, even with all sin, and that for ever. God is your 
Maker, and so your rightful Master; and good right 
has He to reign also in yonr affections. For, all that 
you have received of good, He has given it to you ; 
and all that you have done of good, his Spirit has done 
it in you. Therefore " thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy eoul, and 
with all thy mind. This is tbe first and great com- 
mandment '." 

' Communion Service. ' Exod. xx. 2, 3. 7. 

■ Hos. xiv. 8. ' Matt. xxii. 37. 38. 



Digitized ty Google 



SERMON IX. 



Israel's entrance into canaan. 



JosHOA xi. 23. 

" So Josliua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord aaid 
unto Moses ; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel 
accordii^ to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested 

I HAVE laid before you tbe history of God's people, 
from the period of their being reduced to slavery in 
Egypt, to the passage of the Red Sea and the destruc- 
tion of Pharaoh's host: and I showed you at the 
same time that the record of these things presents 
us with an excellently illustrative representation or 
lively picture of God's dealings with his Church ; of 
the natural estate of all ; of the trials and supports 
which believers meet with when they are to be de- 
livered from this evil world out of which God calls 
them ; and of the sure destruction of all God's adver- 
saries and theirs. 

But Israel, though rescued at the Bed Sea from 
Pharaoh, did not immediately arrive in the land of 
promise. They had a dreary wilderness to traverse; 
many obstacles and many enemies to conflict with ; and 
it was through manifold mercies and after much pa- 
tience of faith that they were established at last in 
Canaan. And so it is with Christians. Though God 
has put into their hearts good desires ; though they 
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be 'bom ag&in of the Spirit; have declared tbemselves 
to be on the Lord's side, and to have renounced the 
world ; Btill they are in a state of warfare, and have 
enemies without and within ; thej are liable to tempt- 
ation; yea, and they may yield to it. Therefore it 
behoves them to be wakeful and upon their guard. 
They must "press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus '." They 
must " follow on to know the Lord '." And then they 
shall receive the end of their faith, even the salvation 
of their souls. 

I purpose in my present discourse to consider bow 
the latter part of Israel's history illustrates God's 
methods vrith his people, and the trials, infirmities, fells, 
and recoveries of believers after they have been brought, 
in the first instance, to the knowledge of the truth. 

One thing, however, I must premise, and desire you 
to bear in mind, that I speak of Israel collectively as a 
nation. There were indeed very many individuals 
among them who proved rebels and apostates, and died 
in the wilderness; and their conduct and punishment 
prefigures that of too many in Christ's visible Church. 
But the nation in their collective capacity were brought 
safe, through many dangers, to the land of promise: 
and in this view, they may fitly be considered as repre- 
senting the Clmrch of true believers, who, in despite 
of much infirmity in themselves, and many obstacles 
opposing them, shall be brought one and all to glory. 

I. The narrative is too long for me to detail all the 
interesting particulars of Israel's history. Let it there- 
fore sufiSce to notice these general beads : 

i. The first thing that strikes us is Israel's long stay 
in the wilderness. Whilst they abode there, 

1. God fed them miraculously vrith manna instead of 
bread ; and supplied them as miraculously with water 
out of the rock in Horeb. 

2. He gave them also laws and ordinances ; insti- 
tuted a priesthood; caused the tabernacle and the ark of 
the covenant to be constructed, that they might have a 

' Phil. iii. 14. • Hos. ti. 3. 
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regular plaoe and fonn of worship, and a visible STmbol 
of his presence with them; and ordained sacrifices, and 
particularly the continaal bamt-offeriDg of a lamb to 
be slain every morning and evening. 

3. And, finally, that they might never wander out of 
the' way in their journeyings, He condescended to guide 
their march Himself. A cloud rested upon the taber- 
nacle by day, and a flame of fire hy night ; and each 
moved forward, or became stationary, from time to time, 
as the people should advance or halL 

ii. Israel immediately upon their deliverance from 
Pharaoh's armament expressed their gratitude by a 
joyful song of praise. During their progress through 
the wilderness they often exhibited marks of grace 
and zeal for God; particularly when Bezaleel and 
Aholiab were appointed to construct the tabernacle 
and its furniture, they made liberal offerings of their 
substance for the work. But the history of their 
backslidings and rebellions is far more prominent. They 
murmnr again and again against God and his servant 
Moses. Upon every difl^culty they have recourse to 
these murmurs rather than to prayer. They repeatedly 
regret their departure from Egypt, and lament for the 
good things they had left behind them there: they 
accuse Grod Himself of cruelty and uniaithfulness; 
provoke Him by gross idolatry ; are discouraged because 
of the way they have to travel ; quarrel, in short, most 
ungratefully with all his appointments one after an- 
other ; and upon hearing the report of their spies re- 
specting the great strength of the Canaanitish nations, 
they give up their enterprise as fruitless, saying, " Let us 
make a captain, and let us return into Egypt*." 

iii. Jehovah invariably relieves their sufferings, pro- 
tects them all along, and, at first, infiicts no punish- 
ment upon them for their discontent. At length, how- 
ever, He is constrained to manifest his anger ; but He 
always stays his hand when Moses intercedes and the 
people submit. In one instance, when they despised 
the manna, and desired meat for their lusts. He supplied 
* Numb. xiv. 4> 
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them with quails in such abundaDce, that, as He fore- 
told, they ate meat a whole month, until it came out at 
their nostrils, and was loathsome unto them *. At that 
time be also smote them with a great plague ; and when 
thej gave up the promised land in unbelief, upon the 
report of the spies, He declared in his wrath that the 
whole generation from twenty years old and upwards 
should perish, a few individuals only excepted, in the 
wilderness. And thus it came to pass; but the Lord 
thought upon his covenant, and fulfilled all his promise 
to the nation, in the persons of these unbelievers' chil- 
dren, and of those who were under age. 

iv. During their progress, Israel met with many ad- 
versaries. Amalek laid wait for them in the way. 
Edom denied them a passage through their tenitory. 
Sibon and Og assembled an host against them. The 
king of Moab sent for Balaam to curse them. And 
Balaam counselled the Midianitish women to seduce 
them to fornication and idolatry, that so he might make 
their best friend their enemy. But, this last attempt 
excepted, in which they were traitors to themselves, 
no weapon that was formed against them prospered. 
Balaam could not curse whom God had not cursed : 
and there was no enchantment against Jacob, nor any 
divination against Israel ; for God forgave their sin 
upon their repentance, and fought for them, and upheld 
them to the last. 

V. So the people being at length very much re- 
formed, the old leaven being purged out by the death 
of the obstinate and anbelieving, Moses is taken away, 
and Joshua appointed to be his successor ; and the re- 
mainder of the history is a record of events almost 
wholly prosperous. The waters of Jordan are divided, 
and the host pass over dry-shod. By faith the walls of 
Jericho fall down, after having been encompassed seven 
days. The five kings of the Amorites are slain at Gibeon, 
the sun and moon standing still at the word of Joshua. 
And speedily the whole country is brought into subjec- 
tion, and Israel take possession, as the sacred historian 

* See Numb. xi. 20. 
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narrates to us in the text : " So Josfana took the whole 
land, according to all that the Lord had said unto 
Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto 
Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And 
the land rested from war." 

Such are the general heads of Israel's history, as 
it relates to their progress from the Bed Sea to 
Canaan. 

II. It illustrates, I think, in a very striking manner, 
the method of God's dealings with his people. 

i. As Egypt typifies the world as it is to those who 
still are the slaves of sin and Satan ; bo the wilderness 
represents the same world as it appears to the seekers 
of salvation. 

The Israelites, before Moses was sent to rescue them, 
might look upon Egypt as their home ; and so the men 
of the world have their portion in this life, all the por- 
tion they desire or seek for. But no Israelite con- 
sidered the wilderness as bis resting-place ; and in like 
manner the Christian's views of the world are altered. 
To him it is a wilderness, a place in which there 
are " fiery serpents, and scorpiona, and drought, where 
there is no water ' ;" that is, a place wherein he 
must expect to meet with crosses and disappoint- 
ments, and to experience opposition and iatigue ; where 
he can find no solid comfort; nothing that can help 
him forward to the acquisition of his proper happiness ; 
much indeed which may exercise his iaith, and send 
him to bis God by prayer, but nothing which his soul 
may feed upon. 

However, though the world can administer no true 
good to the Christian out of its own proper stores, yet, 
even here, he has meat to eat, of which the men of the 
world know nothing *. 

1. Israel ate of the manna, and so knew the Lord 
for their God: and the Christian, when perils assail 
him from without, and natural corruption from within, 
is sustained by the spiritual manna of Divine grace. 
God satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hnngry soul 

' See Deut. viii. 15. " See John iv. S2. 
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■with goodness. The Christian waits upon the Lord, and 
renews his strength day by day ; and continual commu- 
nion with his God is his soul's coutinual feast. Israel 
"drank of that spiritual rock which followed them, 
and that rock (St. Paul says) was Christ '." The true 
believer now draws water with joy out of the wells of 
salvation. The Spirit, given, through the Redeemer's 
intercession, to be his Comforter, is " in him a well of 
water springing up unto everlasting life *." The wilder- 
ness indeed is still a wilderness in itself; the dangers 
and trials which he meets with have not changed their 
nature : yet if he may be described " as sorrowful," he 
must be described also as "alwajrs rejoicing;" if "as 
having nothing," "yet" alsoas "possessing all things*:" 
for he has all things in God : and feeling this, he 
knows God, even his love, his power, his feithfulness, 
his all-sufficiency in another manner from that in which 
others know Him. God manifests Himself unto him 
as He does not unto the world. 

2. Israel, even in the wilderness, had the beneiit of 
God's ordinances ; and the Christian has the same in 
the house of his pilgrimage. The nominal believer has 
the form, but the true believer has the spirit also, and 
the power and the blessing. Through the ministration of 
the word, through prayer and sacraments, he grows in 
grace and in the knowledge of bis Saviour Christ. 
He renews his covenant, and receives renewed assu- 
rances of God's good will to him, even though he may 
have faltered and (alien in his Christian course. It is 
written, " If any man sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and He is the 
propitiation for our sins '*." The Christian sees Him 
continually by tbe eye of faith ; and therefore, though 
bis fiilse steps have been not a few since the day first 
dawned and the day-star arose in his heart, he receives 
boldness to rise agaiu by faith, and re-acquires his assu- 
rance of peace with God. 

3. Neither is the Christian left to lose his way in 
the wilderness. Israel had the pillar of the cloud to 
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gaide their jouraeyiags, and God guides all by bis 
counsel now, whom He means to bring to glory. 
"Strait indeed is tbe gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life '." But, howsoever some may 
wilfully wander from it, tbe real subjects of Divine 
grace shall not mistake it, as the prophet very suffi- 
ciently explains to us : " An highway," be says, " shall 
be there, and a way, and it shall be called, The way of 
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it 
shall be for those:" (that is, for simple-minded seekers of 
holiness :) " the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not 

err therein And the ransomed of tbe Lord shall 

return, and corae to Zion ^" The God, who guided 
Israel, shall guide that guileless and true Israelite now, 
who desires to know his will that he may do it, and 
inquires the road to the heavenly Canaan, because he 
has " set his affections on things alwve '." 

ii. Let us consider, next, the conduct of Israel 
during their progress through the wilderness. They 
praised God, as I said, for their first deliverance ; they 
showed signs, at times, of faith and zeal ; but so fluc- 
tuating and unstable were they, so prone to fretfulness 
and despondency, to sensuality and idolatry and un- 
belief, that Moses, in his last discourse with them, 
declares, " Ye have been rebellious against the Lord 
from the day that I knew you '." 

I by no means mean to say, that the gross acts of 
wickedness which Israel committed are to be regarded 
as specimens of the occasional failures of God's people ; 
as though it were common for them to proceed to 
similar extremities in outward deed : God forbid ! 
Eminent saints, indeed, hare fallen foully; but such 
scandals, I trust, are comparatively rare. In a qua- 
liiied sense, however, the best of men must own, that 
they see in Israel's behaviour a picture of themselves. 

When Israel saw their enemies the Egyptians dead 
upon the sea-shore, they exclaimed with one heart and 
voice, " Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed 
gloriously '." And the young convert commonly is filled 

' Matt. vii. 14. ■ Isa. xxxv. 8. 10. ' Col. Ui. 2. 

* Deut. ix. 24. * Exod. xv. I. 
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vitb zeal and thankfulness upon tbe first experieDce 
vhich he has that the Lord is gracious. But tribula- 
tions and persecutions arise because of the word, and 
by-and-by he is ofiended. Glorious is the hope of 
immortality; and lovely the first clear View of re- 
deeming mercy ; and ferreut tbe first desires ; all is 
devotedness, and joy, and rapture; but long ere tbe 
race is run, long ere the prize is grasped, conscience 
will convict him of so much treachery and so many 
wanderings, that be must say of bis own heart what 
Moses said of Israel, " Tbou hast been rebellious against 
the Lord from the day that I knew thee." 

He baa been mercifally kept, it may be, from 
bringing a scandal upon the truth; but what have 
been the tendencies of nature in him "i To charge God 
foolishly; to murmur at the cross; to be dissatisfied 
with the manna of heavenly consolations ; to exchange 
communion with bis Maker for those very worldly 
vanities which professedly he has renounced ; to think 
scorn of that pleasant land to which the Lord is lead- 
ing him; to magnify tbe vile diet of Egypt, and 
depreciate God's care and kindness ; to quarrel with 
bis appointments ; to question his love, and power, and 
faithfulness; to doubt of his good will, in spite of 
multiplied experiences; to fret and be discouraged 
because of the wearisomeness of the journey, the 
length of way he has to travel, and the vigilance he 
has need to exercise ; to envy the comforts of those 
whose religion it is to sit down to eat and drink, and 
rise up to play ; yea, with a backsliding and revolting 
heart, to worship and serve the once duly-despised 
creature more than the Creator ; and, last of all, to cry 
out, " Would God we had died in Egypt ! would God 
we had never entered upon a religious course ! The 
struggle is too hard for us ; victory is impossible ; 
God's yoke is too heavy to be borne. Let us return 
back again to Egypt. Let us give up this fruitless con- 
test. We cannot help ourselves, and the Lord will leave 
us and forsake us." 

These, I say, are the thoughts which arise in our 
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minds; these the blasphemous, backsliding, sensual, 
unbelieving imaginations, which often perplex and 
harass us, and to which we often yield. 

iti. But the Lord deals by his people as He dealt 
by Israel. " The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and plenteous in mercy '." " He does not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men '." He 
will hear the prayer of the poor destitute, though it be 
mingled with much impatience and infirmity : and if 
at last, because He loves. He must rebuke and chasten, 
still his dispensations, compared with our perverse- 
ness, are but so many exemplifications of that divine 
saying of the Psalmist : " He bath not dealt with us 
after our stns, nor rewarded us according to our iniqui- 
ties *." But He is wise as well as merciful, and in his 
wisdom He varies tbe methods of correction. It is 
said of Israel, *' When He slew them, then they sought 
Him*!" and oftentimes He brings back wanderers by 
awful judgments. For when, upon a diiferent occa- 
sion, tliey lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, it is 
said, " He gave them their request, but sent leanness 
into their soul ' ;" and in this way also He frequently 
reclaims backsliders, Tliey grow lukewarm, and de- 
spise spiritual consolations, and lust after the good 
things of the world : He lets them have the world ; 
they eat of it and are full, but their souls are starved ; 
the spirit of prayer declines ; joy and peace in belier- 
ing vanish ; and then, at length, they perceive their 
wretched folly, that they have forsaken the fountain of 
living waters for broken and dry cisterns ; and in peni- 
tence, and humiliation of spirit, they pour out their 
complaint before Him, that it is not with them now ss 
it was in the days of old. In short, by a thousand 
variations of forbearance or of chastisement, but always 
in love, and always in perfect wisdom, He convinces 
and converts, rebukes and ediBes his people, till they 
learn implicitly to trust in Him, and to distrust them- 
selves ; till they learn to love Him supremely, and to 

' Ps. ciii. 10. 
' Ibid. cvi. IS. 
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be satisfied with Him as their portion. But if there 
be any who call themselves His, and yet persist in 
obstinate unbelief, they are typified by those hypocri- 
tical Israelites who died in the wilderness. He that 
believeth not God, bath made Him a liar ; and He will 
swear in bis wrath that such an one shall never enter 
into his rest. 

iv. But I wave this case at present. Israel had 
enemies to conflict with from without as welt as irom 
within. And so have Christians: the prince of the 
darkness of this world, and ungodly men his agents. 
Though, through faith, the Christian has overcome the 
world in the first grand struggle for spiritual liberty, 
and has escaped from the house of bis bondage, still, 
many watch for his baiting. Amalek lies in wait " ; and 
Edom vnll not grant his brother Israel a passage '. As 
of old, "be that was bom after the flesh persecuted 
him that was bom after the Spirit, even so it is now *." 
The bonds of sin are stronger oftentimes than the 
bonds of natural aflection ; and the world is more tme 
to its master Satan than to its own flesh and blood. 
Even brother can rise up against brother; and the ten- 
der parent that dotes upon his of&pring, will prove the 
adversary of that dear child's soul ; so gross is the 
ignorance that is in him because of the blindness of 
his heart. Much more, then, may the sons of the 
stranger oppose and scoff; and no wonder, if many a 
heathen Balak can find a hypocrite as rancorous and 
more pliable than Balaam, to whom he may say, 
" Come, curse me Jacob, and come defy Israel K" It is 
not only the openly profane and profligate that can vent 
their spite against decided zealous piety ; the decent 
Pharisaic formalist, the sober serious Christian as he 
would have himself believed to be, this man and his fel- 
lows feel most aggrieved of all ; and bitterly will they ex- 
claim against fanaticism and enthusiasm, crying, '* These 
that have turned the world upside down are come 
hither also°." But only let the Christian remember 

' Numb. XX. 21. ' Gal. iv. 29. 

• .4cta xvii. 6. 
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Zimri, the son of Salu, and the foatvand-twenty tbon- 
sand which died in the plague, whea Israel committed 
whoredom with the daughters of Moab, and the peo- 
ple did eat and bowed down to their gods '. Let him 
watch over his own heart, and not yield to the seduc- 
tions of worldly pleasure, nor consent unto those who, 
with show of love, would tempt him to sin ; and then 
be may defy all who would terrify him from duty. 
For " the Lord hie God is with bim '." " He smote 
great kings, and slew famous kings, Sihon king of 
the Amorites, and Og the king of Basan ; and gave 
tbeir land for an heritage, even an heritage unto Israel 
his servant *." And the Lord's band is not sbOTtened. 
" I am the Lord," He saith, " that maketh all things, 
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone ; that spreadeth 
abroad the earth by myself; that frustrateth the tokens 
of the liars, and maketh diviners mad ; that tumeth wise 
men backward,and maketh their knowledge foolish; that 
confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the 
counsel of bis messengers '." Obstacles and opposition 
never yet did damage to a true believer. Yea, through 
Him that loved us, the perils and difficulties of our 
warfare prove eventually our best friends and coun- 
sellors. *' God is faithful, who will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able, but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that we may be 
able to bear it^." The trial, whilst it lasts, stirs up to 
seek the Lord ; and the victory, when it is achieved, 
demonstrates that the Lord is with us of a truth. " I 
waited patiently for the Lord ; and He inclined unto 
me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an 
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon 
a rock, and established my goings. And He bath put a 
new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God *." 

V. This waa the effect of their trials upon Israel. 
By the time that the people bad arrived at the borders 
of Canaan, as a nation they were very much reformed, 
and had learned to know and love God ; insomuch 

' Numb. xxT. * Ibid, xxiii. 21. " Ps. cxxxvi. 17and22. 
• Ib. xliv. 24. 26. * 1 Cor. x. 13. » Pi. xl. 1. 8. 
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that I think it may safely be asserted, that there 
is no record in Scriptore tiistory of a generation of 
men ao faolj as they were who passed into the land 
of promise nnder Joshua. The Lord had purified 
their hearts hy &ith; He bad educated his children 
for their inheritance ; and then all opposing obstacles 
give way at once, and they go up straight before them 
and take possession. The whole land is taken, accord- 
ing to all that the Lord bad said to Moses, and Joshua 
gives it for an inheritance unto Israel, and the land 
has rest from war. But, mark it well, *' They gat not 
the land in possession by their own sword, neither did 
their own arm save them ; but thy right band, O God, 
and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, 
because Tbou hadst a favour unto them \" It is true, 
tbey warred and toiled ; but the weapons of their 
warfare were " not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strongholds '." " By feith the walls 
of Jericho fell down, after they were encompassed about 
seven days ' ;" that is, by a direct act of God's omnipo- 
tence, npon Israel's believing that it should so come 
to pass. Giod did all, whilst tbey only confided in 
Him and not in themselves ; and He so did all, as to 
make it evident that His was the excellency of the 
power. Through whom and for whose sake He did it, 
the sacred historian has not concealed : ** And it came 
to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up 
bis eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man 
over against him with his sword drawn in bis hand : 
and Joshua went unto him, and stud unto him. Art 
tbou for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, 
Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now 
come. And Joshua fell on his iace to the earth, and 
did worship, and said unto him, What saith my Lord 
unto his servant ? And the captain of the Lord's host 
said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot ; 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And 
Joshua did so '." 

* Pi. xHv. 3. • 2 Cor. x. 4. ' Heb. xi. 30. 

' Josh. T. 13—15. 
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Could this be any other than the great angel of the 
covenant, Christ Jesus, the great Captain of Israel's 
spiritual salvation and of our own t Here, then, the 
type of redemption is finished and complete. The 
Christian is by nature a perverse, rebellious, wayward 
child. But the Lord cares for him, and provides for 
him. He gives him line upon line, and precept upon 
precept. He reproves, rebukes, and chastens him ; but 
He does not give bim over unto death. He heals bis 
backslidings ; exercises his faith and patience ; gives 
more grace; shows Himself his friend in danger; 
delivers him out of every distress; and so works upon 
bim by little and little, till his heart surrenders itself 
entirely ; " casting down every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ '." 
Thus, at length, by divine grace making holy discipline 
effectual, the child of God becomes meet to be par- 
taker of hia inheritance : " Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts*." The 
redeemed have worked out their own salvation with 
fear and trembling ; but it is God that bath worked in 
them both to will and to do. And thus the Scripture is 
fulfilled in its season : " I will surely assemble, O Jacob, 
all of thee ; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel : 
I wilt put them together a^ the sheep of Bozrah, as the 
flock in the midst of their fold : they shall make great 
noise by reason of the multitude of men. The 
breaker is come up before them; they have broken up, 
and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by 
it ; and their king shall pass before them, and the 
Lord on the head of them '." Jesus, the true Joshua, is 
Captain of the host of the Lord. Invisible He is to 
the eye of sense ; but the eye of faith can see Him, 
having his sword drawn in his hand. The soul pros- 
trates itself before Him in adoration of his glorious 
majesty as King; asking, " What saith my Lord unto his 
servant'?" "With righteousness shall he judge the poor, 

' 2 Cor. X. 5. * Zech. iv. 6. ' Mic ii. 12, 13. 

' Josh. V. 14. 
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and reprove witb equity for the meek of the earth ; 
and be shall smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall be slay 
the wicked '." " God hath put all enemies under bis 
feet ; the last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death *." And then the " ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zioo with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their beads : they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away *." For the 
heavenly Canaan is the city of the living God, and 
that good land rests eternally from war. , 

III. And now, brethren, what shall we say to 
these things ? " O taste and see that the Lord is good : 
blessed is the man that tnistetb in Him. O fear the 
Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them 
that fear Him. Tbe young lions do lack, and suffer 
hunger : but they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing. Evil shall slay tbe wicked: and they 
that hate the righteous shall be desolate. The Lord 
redeemeth the soul of his servants : and none of them 
that trust in Him shall be desolate '." 

But all are not his servants ; I mean, not all who 
profess to be so. " They are not all Israel who are 
of Israel ;" and they were not formerly ; for some there 
were of whom God sware in his wrath that they should 
not enter into his rest. " But," inquires tbe Apostle, 
" to whom sware He that they should not enter into 
bis rest, but to them that believed not — so we see 
that they could not enter in because of unbelief." 
Consider this, my brethren : the Israelitish nation who 
inherited the land of promise, are representatives only 
of true believers. There were others whose carcases 
fell in the wilderness ; for they had a name to live, but 
were dead, because their faith was counterfeit. "Take 
heed," then, " lest there be in any of you an evil heart ■ 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God '." 

The spiritual Canaan to which God would lead you 
is an exceeding good land ; do not do despite to the 
spirit of grace by preferring worldly good before it. 

' Isa. xi. 4. * See 1 Cor. x». 25, 26. ' I«a. xxxv. 10. 
• Pa. xxxiv. 6, 9. 21, 22. ' Heb. iii. 12. 
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The passage to tbai; eternal resting-place is a safe 
passage, in tlie atreogth of the Lord God, and through 
the power of his might ; only, do not think to obtain 
possession of it by your own might, or as the reward of 
your own goodness ; do not once doubt of God's ability 
to instate you in it ; do not approach it by any other 
road than that which his lore and wisdom have laid 
down ; follow his directions, use his means ; look upon 
Christ as the Way, the Truth, and the Lifs; seek 
salvation in dependence upon his merits to earn it, 
his grace to keep you by the way, and you shall never 
fall. Nothing but persisting in unbelief can ruin you, 
and shut the gate against you. If you will give credence 
to God's word, uid trust to Him to make it good, and 
plead his promises in prayer, God vrill first make you 
meet for your inheritance, and then bestow it upon 
you freely. You shall know that you are in the road 
to glory by your progressive growth in godliness, and 
by your willingness to forsake sin for duty. Prove 
yourselves all along by this rule, and the great things 
you bear of faith shall not make you careless in your 
practice. Where the works of the flesh are manifest 
in the heart and life, there be ye sure that your belief 
is a vain presumption, as surely as that is an un- 
grafted stock which produces no better fruit than 
wild berries. But, on the other band, it is no less a 
truth, that "without &ith it is impossible to please 
God ^ ;" for no man pleases God except in Christ, and 
none but a believer is united to Christ. No man merits 
heaven by his deeds ; and the deeds of one who seeks 
to do so, however glorious they may appear to men, 
are abomination in the sight of God. Therefore, 
whilst ye strive earnestly to enter in at the straight 
gate, let this be your confidence ; " There is now no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus *." " Do 
not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning '." 
* Heb. xi. 6. * Rom. viii. 1. ' James i, 16, 17- 
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THE PHA.YEE OF MOSES. 



Exodus xxxiii. 18 — 20. 

"And he said, I beseech (hee, shew me thy glory. 

"And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I 

will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee ; and will be 

gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on 

whom I will shew mercy. 
" And he said, Thou caost not see my face : for there shall no man 

see me, and live." 

He who made the petition here set down " Shew me thy 
glory" was Moses, the great lawgiver and leader of 
Grod's people Israel ; and the answer is from the mouth 
of God Himself, who, in his distioguiehing love, was 
wont to Epeak with "Moses face to face, as a man 
speaketh unto his friend '." 

In discoursing upon the words, it is my intention 
briefly to set before you the history connected with 
them, explaining it as far as is needful for my pur- 
pose, and employing it for the illustration of God's 
great mercy in having shown hia glory to ourselves also, 
through the manifestation of Jesus Christ in the flesh. 

Moses was commissioned by God to bring his people 
Israel out of bondage in Egypt, and to conduct them 
to the good land of Canaan, which God had determined 
to bestow upon them. He was, however, only to bring 
them to the borders of it; for into the land itself 
Moses was not allowed to go. This was an enterprise 
of great difficulty and peril ; and at the time of which 

' Exod. xxxiii. 11. 
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we are about to speak, a most tremendous obstacle had 
been thrown in the way of a happy issue, by the 
shameful revolt from God of the people themselves ; 
who, whilst Mosea was absent from them, receiving 
the law, had made them a golden calf to worship. 
Jehovah, upon this, had threatened to withdraw his 
ovm presence from them, indeed to come up into the 
midst of them in a moment and to consume them. 
Upon the intercession of Moses, however, He had 
stayed his hand, and in his wonderful clemency at 
length promised further, " My presence shall go with 
thee, and I vrill give thee rest ^" 

But Moses felt, no doubt, at this time, the arduous- 
ness of his undertaking more than ever, and had a 
most affecting foresight of the impediments yet to be 
expected ; and therefore he felt ^so, more than ever, 
the necessity that there was to himself, if he was not 
to draw back from duty, to have the clearest, most 
serious, and most lively apprehensions possible both of 
the might and of the love of Him who was to be his 
strength and guide. He was not satisfied, therefore, 
even with this gracious assurance, if something still 
higher might be had. One great step further, there- 
fore, he advances towards the Lord, and makes the 
bold but wise supplication of the text : *' Shew me thy 
glory." As though he bad said, " Thou hast promised to 
be present with me in my work ; but, that I may better 
know how much thy presence may do for me, let 
me now see thee as thou art ; let me have a fuU per- 
ception or vision of thine excellency, so that I may 
never be tempted to doubt any more of thy perfect 
goodness and absolute all-sufiiciency." Jehovah was 
not offended with a courage in asking, which his own 
grace had inspired : and He answered, that the desire 
of Moses should be granted as far as might be consis- 
tent with his safety, and as far as was needful for 
him. " I will make all my goodness to pass before 
thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before 
thee, and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy." 

' Exod. xxxiii. 14. 
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But he adds, *'Tbou canst not see my face," that is, 
the full and absolute efihilgence of God's glorj; "for 
there shall no man see me and live." And then He 
gives him a more special intimation of the manner in 
which he should see as much as would be permitted 
to him. " And the Lord said, Behold there is a place 
by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock : and it shall 
come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will 
put thee in a clift of the rocl^ and will cover thee with 
my hand while I pass by : and I will take away mine 
hand, and thou shalt see my back parts ; bnt my &ce 
shall not be seen ^" 

Moses is then ordered to go np unto Mount Sinai. 
And having obeyed, " the Lord," it is said, " descended 
in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed 
the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed by be- 
fore him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord Grod, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, for- 
giving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the 
fethers upon the children, and upon the children's chil- 
dren unto the third and to the fourth generation*." It 
is needless, as it must be useless, for us to inquire bow 
all this was done, or in what manner Moses saw Him 
whom eye hath not seen nor can see. It is enough 
that we understand that the expressions are used, in 
condescension to the infirmity of our own minds, id'ter 
the manner of men ; that Jehovah is all that He here 
declares Himself to be ; and that Moses had what he 
desired to have, so clear and sublime a view or percep- 
tion of the Divine perfections as was adequate for the 
strengthening and encouraging of him in all his labours 
for the Lord and his people to the end of his days. 

The first thing Moses does is to adore the Lord in 
humble prostration of body and soul before Him ; and 
the next, fervently to intercede with Him for Israel : 
" pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine 
inheritance." The Lord replies, " Behold, I make a 
covenant : before alt thy people I will do marvels, such 
• Exod. Htxiii. 19—28. ' Ibid, xxxiv. 5. 7. 
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as have not been done iu all the earth, nor in any 
nation : and all the people among which thou art shall 
see the work of the Lord : for it is a terrible thing 
that I will do with thee '." The terrible thing which 
in due time He did was to make this people the 
executioners of his vengeance against the idolatrous 
nations of Canaan, his enemies and theirs. But them 
He brought safe to their resting-place. As for Moses, 
by what he now saw, he received strength to go on, 
in despite of discouragement, in his enterprise. The 
Lord was ever before his soul, according to this vision 
of Him which he had seen. Thenceforth lie knew in 
whom be believed and to whom he had to trust. Ob- 
stacles, therefore, were little in his eyes ; and, in spite 
of the most formidable of them, he continued stedfest 
to his duty, till the time came when the Lord would 
call him to Himself. 

All this is excellently illustrative of God's dealings 
with ourselves. 

We have all of us, if we understand our own case, 
a great work upon our hands, as Moses and Israel had. 
We "seek a country'," or resting-place, as they did, 
a heavenly Canaan before the throne of God above ; 
and, in order to our possession of it, we have enemies 
to fight against, as they had : not the seven nations of 
Canaan ; not the drought and scorpions of the wilder- 
ness; but our own evil lusts, the snares of the world, 
the temptations of Satan ; foes quite as powerful as 
the Canaanites were, and as much in possession of our 
souls as the Canaanites were of the land of promise. 

There is but one Leader or Captain of our salva- 
tion, under whom we may make head against these 
potent adversaries. There is but one strength in which 
we can stand. " In the name of the Lord " we must 
" destroy them ^," or remain their slaves for ever. 

But we are not to stand still whilst the Lord works 
for US, as, on more than one special occasion, Israel 
was commanded to do. But, as they fought and strove, 
so are we to fight the good light of faith. And though 
" God worketh in us both to will and to do of his good 
' Exod. xxxiv. 9, 10. ' Heb. xj. 14. ' Ps. cxviii. 11. 
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pleasure," and as truly brings all to pass by his grace, 
botli going before and following us, as He brought all 
to pass for them when He divided the Red Sea, or 
threw down the walls of Jericho*; yet we are never- 
theless to " work out our own salvation," in as true a 
sense, as they toiled and stood in battle for possession 
of the land. 

Certainly, then, we want strength for conflict^ and 
hope of success, and encouragement under our diflS- 
culties as much as they did. And most assuredly we 
mast receive them from the same quarter A^m which 
they received them. And the same assurances and 
apprehensions of the presence, and power, and good- 
will of Ciod are necessary for as as were necessary for 
them; and such, but such only, will prove equally 
effectual. We shall be strengthened and encouraged 
for duty, deterred from sin, supported by hope, enabled 
to work out our salvation, just in proportion as we see 
that God is with us, and that He is what it is his 
glory to be, infinite in power, and infinite in love and 
mercy to us sinners, though He is, at the same time, of 
absolute bolinesB, irrecoocileable to sin, yea, and at 
last, to sinners too, if to the last they be still guilty, or 
under the imputation of sins untaken away. 

The question is then. Will God show his glory to us 
also ? Will He " proclaim the name" or the Divine 
perfections of the Lord unto us as He did to Moses, 
or provide as good a way for us to know Him, and be 
assured of oar interest in Him, as He provided for that 
good man ? He will do this. He has done it. Yea, 
He has made the vision plain, so that he may run that 
readeth it. 

liook to the Gospel of Jesas Christ, or, rather, to 
Jesus Christ Himself therein revealed, and there you 
may see God, and see Him on your side to ligbt for you 
against all your enemies, and to put you in possession 
of your resting-place, as truly as Moses saw Him, when 
Jehovah actually passed by him and proclaimed the 
name of the Lord; as mercifully veiled, indeed, in 
condescension to your infirmity, but even more glo- 
' Pha. ii. 12, 13. . 
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riously displayed for your instruction and consolation ; 
not shown indeed by the same method, but shown to 
the same effect, with this only difference, that whereas 
you may see, as Moses did, an ample display both of 
bis Almighty power and of bis absolute holiness and 
hatred of iniquity, you have, at the same time, a dis- 
play far more ample than Moses had, of bis all-surpass- 
ing love and mercy. He had a view of Him very 
encouraging and very endearing ; but you much more. 
He makes alt his goodness to pass before you, if you 
will but look at it, and consider it. And though there 
is awe enough and terror enough in his manifestation 
of Himself to put you in a wholesome fear of his 
wrath when you have wilfully departed from Him, and 
to inspire you with reverence and caution always, yet 
the endearment, and tenderness, and love bear such 
overwlielmiog proportion to his wrath, that so long as 
you look at them as you ought, and are true to Him and 
to yourselves, the "fear" which "hath torment'" will 
be cast out altogether, and ye may walk before Him as 
children before a father at whose bands they expect 
nothing but kindness and indulgence. And this indeed 
is the spirit to which He means to bring you, and in 
which He would have you serve Him. But let us look 
now to the particulars. 

God said to Moses, when He would show Him- 
self to Him, " While my glory passeth by, I will put 
thee in a clift of the rock, and I will cover thee with 
my hand while I pass by: and I will take away my 
band, and thou ehalt see my back parts: but my &ce 
shall not be seen." 

In like manner He hath dealt by us. No man 
shall see bis face and live. God came into the world 
and manifested Himself unto us. But in order to this 
He condescended to put a veil upon his proper splen- 
dour. He came to enlighten, not to blind us ; to save 
us, not to kill us : so He was " found in fashion as a 
man'*," and bids us behold Him in human shape. But 
whilst this was the way least to confound and over- 
whelm us, it was the way also best to instruct and most 

' 1 John iv. 18. " Phil, ii, 8. 
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to ailect UB. And in the manner at once most intelli- 
gible and most winning, it makes manifest unto us the 
perfections and the mind of God. 

To Moses He proclaimed himself, as '* The LoBD," 
that is, JehoTah ; " the Lord God," self-existing, and 
Almighty. To us He does the same in Christ : and 
oh, to what consolatory eifect ! Are we discouraged 
by the difficulties that beset us ? are we afraid of the 
tempter, or of the strength of our own evil appetites ? 
See who hath undertaken for us. Hear how that 
despised one could speak, and act, and understand : 
" I will ; be thou clean : and immediately the leprosy is 
cleansed '." " Lazarus, come forth * :" and the dead is 
raised. "Peace, be still':" and "the wind and the sea 
obey him *." " He needed not that any should testify 
of man ; for He knew what was in man *." How often 
do we find Him replying, not to men's words or out- 
ward expressions of any sort, but answering their secret 
imaginations, and letting them know that He read their 
hearts ! And by what authority did He those things and 
all things ? Assuredly, by no other than his own ; in his 
own name, by his own strength; not by power derived 
or delegated. " Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge 
thee come out of him, and enter no more into him*:" 
this is the way in which He gives his orders, and that 
to the enemy of mankind. " I am the resurrection and 
the life • :" it is thus He speaks. " I have power to 
lay down my life, and I have power to take it again ' :" 
and as He said. He did. 

Has not God shown us his glory? What is there 
that we cannot do through this Saviour strengthening 
us ? Well doth He say it, and well may we believe 
that so it shall be : " Father, I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory '." If this is He that is for us, 
who can be against us ? 

God proclaimed Himself to Moses, "The Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun- 

' Matt. viii. 3. ' John xi. 43. ' Mark iv. 39. 41. 

* John ii. 25. ' Mark ix. 25. ' John xi. 25. 

' John z. 18. ' John xvii. 24. 
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dant in goodDesB and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin*." 

But look at Jesus Christ, consider Him, "very God 
of very God, begotten not made, of one substance," 
power, majesty, and eternity " with the Father, by whom 
all things were made '." Consider Him, who " thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God," f<»' us men and 
for our salvation coming down, nevertheless, from 
heaven; taking upon Him the form of a servant, 
made in the likeness of men, and being found in 
fashion as a man, humbling Himself lower still, becom- 
ing obedient to death, even the death of the cross ^ ; 
" delivered for our otiencea, and raised again for our 
justification '." Do, my brethren, tn-ing your minds to 
the contemplation of this picture. Do call off your 
thoughts for a Httle while from the perishing vanities, 
from the idle works and cares, from the finery and 
folly of this impertinent, silly world, that in this 
house of the Lord, and with the Lord's people, and in 
the Lord's own presence, who is here, ye may fix them 
where, would to God, they were fixed oftener, upon 
"God manifest in the fiesh*." Consider Him in the 
manger at Bethlehem; follow Him all along to Calvary ; 
view Him going about doing good ; mark his meekness 
and his lowliness, his patience and his condescension, his 
chanty to friends and foes ; how his doctrine doth drop 
as the rain; how his speech doth distil as the dew; 
how He endureth the contradiction of sinners against 
Himself; how He binds up the broken-hearted, and 
breaks every yoke. Observe how He comes to minister, 
and not to be ministered unto ; to give every thing, to 
receive nothing, nothing but contempt, and injury, and 
insult, and persecution, and then to pour out his soul 
unto death for their sakes who heap all this upon Him. 
Mark his agony in the garden, under the full appre- 
hension of what was coming upon Him ; yet hear his 
immediate self-surrender: "Arise, let us bis goiug, be- 
hold he is at hand that doth betray me*." For Himself, 
the cross is the portion which He will accept ; but He 

' Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. ' Nicene Creed. ' See Phil. ii. 6. 8. 
' Rom. iv. 25. * I Tim. iii. 15. * Matr. xxvi. 46. 
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must provide for the secarity of bis disciples ; and He 
must heal the wound of Malchus, which he got only 
through his forwardness to destroy Him ". " Father, 
forgive them ; for they know not what they do';" this is 
his mind and his deed towards his enemies at the very 
instant that his ovm hitter sufferings from them, and 
their tyrannous hate and insults against Him were at 
their height. And, ** that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name among all na- 
tions ; beginning at Jerusalem \" is bis first com- 
mand, when He is declared to be the Son of God with 
power by the resurrection. 

Then has not God made all bis goodness to pass 
before us ? What could Moses see which we may not 
see much more? Is not this truth and fiiithfulness? 
Can God's fulfilment of any promise which He hath 
made to us he doubted after this? Is there not here 
mercy, and grace, and long-suffering, and goodness, and 
pardon super-abounding, let sin have abounded as 
atrociously as it may ? " He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions. He was bruised for our iniquities';" and 
thus it was that He went through his work. How 
can it be thought of the mercy of God that it endureth 
not for ever, and that the measure thereof is not 
longer than the earth, and broader than the sea? 
Though his sins have been as scarlet, how can a 
penitent believer perish, who, at length, through grace, 
turns from sin to godliness? See what God hath 
wrought; see whom God hath given; and consider 
for what an ill-deserving race the sacrifice hath been 
provided and accepted. According to human estima- 
tion, " scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet, 
peradventure, for a good man some would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth his love towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were 
enemies wewere reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
muchmore being reconciled we shall be saved by his life '." 

* Luke xxii. 51. ' Ibid, xxiii. 84. ' Ibid. xxiv. 47. 

* Ibe. liii. 5. ' Rom. v. 7. 10. 
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But God proclaimed Himself to Mosea as the 
Lord who will " by no means clear the guilty," and 
who " visits the iniquities of the lathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation." 

And may we behold this also in Jesus Christ ? No 
doubt we may. It takes nothing away from the riches 
of grace in Christ Jesus ; but the Gospel also has its 
terrors to accompany it ; and it is a preacher of the 
Gospel who says, " Knowing, therefore, the terror of 
the Lord, we persuade men'." 

Would you know the evil of sin, the fierceness of 
God's wrath against it 1 doubtless you can no where see 
so much of it as in the Cross of Jesus Christ. If God 
"spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up," and 
to such a death, " for us all ' ;" then what are we, in 
whose place He stood ? And, more awful still, what 
shall we be, if, not consenting to be beholden to his 
righteousness for redemption, or to take his yoke upon 
us, we will not have Him to stand in our place, but, 
without an interest in Him, will stand before God's 
judgment-seat ourselves, there to answer for the things 
done in the body, for breach of God's laws, and con- 
tempt of his way of mercy also, — what shall we be 
then? This merciful Lamb of God with his own moutU , 
cursed the unlruitful fig-tree, that we might have a type 
of our remediless condition. And there is another type, 
which for near eighteen hundred years has been before 
the eyes of all men. There is the Jewish nation, scat- 
tered and peeled, and driven to the ends of the earth, 
abiding without priest, or sacrifice, or knowledge of a 
Saviour; walking in darkness with a veil upon their 
hearts, to answer hereafter, indeed, only each indivi- 
dual of them, for his own individual and personal 
iniquity; but, as a nation, suffering now in this world, 
for the national rejection of the Son of God : a type 
therefore, as I said, of the eternal doom of despisers 
of the Gospel. For, as says the Apostle to the 
Hebrews, if " He that despised Moses' law died with- 
out mercy, of how much sorer punishment suppose ye. 



' Rom. viii. 32. 
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shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Sod of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ? 
For we know Him that bath said, Vengeance be- 
longeth unto me, I will recompense saith the I^ord. 
And agaio. The Iiord shall judge his people. It is a 
fearful thing to fell into the hands of the living Grod *." 
It is, indeed, my brethren ; but what of that ? Still 
God is love ; his mercy endureth for ever. And this 
is the glory of Giod which He causeth to pass before us 
in Jesus Christ. If we will reject Christ, we perish, no 
doubt we do ; I dare neither to deny it, nor to conceal 
it, nor to cease to make proclamation of it. But what 
have we to do with rejecting Him? We lie under no 
necessity of doing so. It must be our own act and 
deed, done in despite of God. The consequences of 
rejecting the Saviour are not revealed that they may 
fell upon us ; the threatenings of God's word are not 
written that they may be executed ; but for just the 
contrary reason, that they may be avoided. "As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked \" Then what say these terrors? 
Sinner, " do thyself no harm." " Repent and turn from 
all thy transgressions, so iniquity shall not be thy ruin ^" 
They are the voice of love and faithfulness; in ac- 
cordance with God's promise to his people, " They shall 
be my people, and I will be their God : and I will give 
them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me 
for ever, for the good of them, and of their children 
after them : and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them, that I will not turn away from them to do 
them good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from me \" 

My brethren, if any of you are despising Christ's great 
salvation ; or if, having once run well, you are gone 
back ; I would pray God, on your behalf, that a dread 
of the awful consequences may come upon you, that so 
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you may Bee your danger, and set yourselvea to flee 
from it; but, at the same time, I would pray Giod 
tUat you may see and believe the promise, "Whoso 
speaketli a word against the Son of man, it shall be 
forgiren him * ;" eo that, if ye be alarmed, ye may yet 
hope in God's word. 

But I would rather hope that you are now seeking 
the Lord in earnest, and inquiring what ye must do 
to be saved, and striving against sin ; if so, I would 
not have you forget your proneness to transgression, or 
be insensible of any peril that besets your path. But, 
I say, ye need encouragement ; and here it is for you : 
ye need something to engage you to serve God vrith 
wiHing minds; and I have set enough before you. 
Only let God be ever present to your minds as He 
manifests Himself in Christ ; aud, in proportion as He 
is so, you will be drawn to serve Him for love's sake, 
with thankfulness that He will accept you in eo 
testifying your love ; you will be kept from weariness 
in well-doiog ; you will be kept from bard thoughts of 
Him, and from thinking yourselves forsaken, if, in his 
providence. He aflBicts you ; and you will go on from 
strength to strength. 

Therefore, search the Scriptures, for they are they 
which testify of Christ ; meditate upon what you read 
or hear of them; take God's word at once for the 
truth of all they tell you; and beseech Him to give 
you iaith, and to support and increase your faith by 
his Holy Spirit continually. If ye will believe, ye shall 
see the glory of God : if, through believing, your minds 
shall be possessed with firm and abiding persuasion 
that God is love, and power, and truth, and holiness; 
and, at the same time, as full of good-will to yon as by 
the gift of his Son He proclaims Himself to be, this &ith 
shall prove shield sufficient against all the darts of the 
wicked one, and guide sufficient in all perplexity. And 
to you shall be fulfilled in every trial the blessing pro- 
nounced on Asher, "As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be*." 

' Matt. xii. 33. * Deut xxxiii. 25. 
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Ruth i. 14. 
" And Oipah kiued her mother-in-law ; but Ruth ckve unto her." 

" No man," says our bl^ised Lord, " can serve two 
masters ; for either he will tiate the one and love the 
other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the 
other ; ye cannot serve God and mammon '." Then we 
most take our choice between them. In the remain- 
der of the passage our Lord directs us in so doing. 
By a plain command. He calls us from the world to 
the service of God ; and then, by a plain promise added. 
He takes off, in bis great condescension, the force of the 
objection which our natural corruption is wont to make 
against obedience. " Take no thought," He tella us, 
" saying. What shall we eat ? or, What shall we drink ? 
or. Wherewithal shall we be clothed ?" " But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ;" and if 
ye will do this, ye shall assuredly &re none the worse, 
even at present, but shall have a better security for all 
the necessary things of this life than is attainable in any 
other vray. " All these things " about which ye are so 
anxious, and for the sake of which ye are tempted 
to sell your souls, " shall be added unto you ' " by 
Almighty God. 

" Matt, vi. 24. ' Ibid. vi. SI— 83. 
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In the passage irom which I have taken my text, 
we have an excellent illustration of this whole subject ; 
and with that single view I shall discourse upon it. 
Tlie choice between God and the world is propounded 
to every one of us in some shape or other every day ; 
but sometimes there are turning points, as I may call 
them, in our lives, when the question is put in a very 
remarkable and obvious manner, so that our whole 
future lot comes to be decided by our behaviour in 
that particular instance. 

A case of this kind is now before us. I will con- 
sider tbe particulars, and will endeavour, by God's 
belp, to make some application of them. 

'* It came to pass in the days when tbe judges ruled, 
that there vras a famine iq tbe land. And a certfun 
man of Bethlehem-judab," whose name was Elimelech, 
*' went," in consequence, " to sojourn in the country of 
Moab, he, and his wife," called Naomi, " and his two 
sons," Mahlon and Chition, Elimelech died, and 
Naomi " was left and her two sons, and they took them 
wives of tbe women of Moab ; the name of the one was 
Orpab, and the name of tbe other Ruth : and they 
dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon and 
ChilioD died also both of them," so that the woman was 
left with only her two daughters-in-law. After this it 
came to the knowledge of Naomi, that " the Lord had 
visited his people in giving them bread*." The neces* 
sity for her continuance in the land of Moab was 
therefore at an end; and she resolved to return to 
Judah. Orpab and Ruth went a little way with their 
mother-in-law, but she would not peremptorily require 
it of them to go on. For her own part her resolution 
was taken. Nothing better, indeed, than distress and 
poverty seemed to await her in a worldly view in 
Judah; but there were the ordinances and the people 
of the Lord: and she felt, no doubt, as David did, 
when he says in the wilderness, " O God, thou art my 
God, early will I seek Thee; my soul thirsteth for 

* Ruth i. 1—6. 
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Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee, in a dry and thirsty 
land where no water is : to see thy power and thy glory 
so as I have seen Thee in the sanctuary*." But, as 
to her daughters-in-law, Moab was their country, and 
they had their own friends and kindred there. And 
though to herself they might be afiectionately attached, 
as she was to them, yet they might not have " counted 
the cost" of following her: and if it was nothing 
beyond personal regard which inclined them to share 
her fortunes, what she could do for them, she knew, 
could not compensate for the difficulties and dis- 
tresses which they would probably be obliged to 
undergo. " Go," then, she says, " return each to her 
mother's house: the Lord deal kindly with you, as 
ye have dealt with the dead, and with me." They 
would not, however, quit her yet; but "we will return 
with thee to thy people," they said both of them, and 
probably they both meant so at the instant. But a 
little further view of the perils and disadvantages 
wrought a change in one of them. Naomi still 
persisted in reminding them of her own destitute con- 
dition : And " it grieveth me much," she concludes, 
'* for your sakes that the hand of the Lord is gone out 
against me." " And they lifted up their voice," the 
history proceeds. " and wept again." And then comes 
the text : *' Orpah kissed her mother-in-law," parted 
with her affectionately, and with regret, and not with- 
out a struggle, yet parted with her ; but " Ruth clave 
unto her ' :" she knew what she was to leave behind 
her ; but she had decided, and renounced it all. Such 
was the difference, when it had come to the point, 
between two persons whose outward professions and 
demeanour had hitherto been so much alike. 

What follows will explain more fully the principles 
upon which they severally acted ; and in the end we 
shall see how they were severally rewarded. 

Orpah having taken her leave, " Behold," said 
Naomi to Ruth, " thy sister-in-law is gone back unto 

' Pi. Ixiii. 1, 2. ' Buth i. 8. H. 
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her people, and unto her gods." She had taken a (eyr 
steps towards the land of Judah ; there wis aoiDething 
which drew her towards it, and a dear good friend to 
he relinquished if she did not proceed. Bat Moab 
had her heart, and the idols of Moab were her gods. 
She could not serve two masters; and now it had 
become manifest which was her lord indeed. " Re- 
turn thou," says Naomi to Ruth, upon this ; " return 
thou after thy sister-in-law:" if she too, as possibly 
enoogh might be the case, was likely, upon further 
experience, to repent of her enterprise, and her afifeo- 
tions were about to recur to what she was now fcur^ 
saking, it would be best to go hack at once. But 
Ruth also had chosen her part, and the struggle, what- 
ever it might have been, was over with her : she had 
forgotten " her own people and her fether's house" for a 
better treasure which she saw bef(H% her, " Intreat 
me not," therefore, she replied, " to leave thee, or to 
retam from following after thee : for whither thou 
goest, I will go ; and where thou lodgeat, I will lodge 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God 
where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried 
the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but 
death part thee and me *." Now this language will 
not suffer us to doubt that it was Ruth's tender and 
devoted love for Naomi which wrought upon her in 
the first place ; and that every hope she had of comfort 
and happiness, when she should come into the land of 
Judah, was mixed up with the assurance that she and 
Naomi should there live together, to bear one another's 
burdens; and share one another's enjoyments, as they 
had been wont. But this was not the whole : it appears 
that she had not only compared Naomi herself with 
her own Moabitish relatives, and had come to love her 
best; but Naomi had brought her religion with her 
from her native country, had adorned ic in Moab by 
her pious conversation, and had taught it to her daugh- 
ters-in-law, and Ruth, at least, had not received the 

• Ruth i. 16—17. 
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grace of God in vain ; she bad compared also the foith 
of Judah with the idolatry of Moab, and she was will- 
ing to go where she might be taught the good way 
more perfectly, and have still better advantage for 
acquainting herself with the Lord. This is clearly 
expressed in her own words: "Thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God." Neither surely was 
her resolution any the worse, because personal regard 
for Naomi may have predisposed her to listen to that 
pions friend's instructions. Naomi was now satisfied 
respecting Buth's sincerity ; she saw that she was sted- 
fastly minded to go with her, and so she left speaking 
to her, in a way of dissuasion, and they two went on 
till they came to Bethlehem. 

The event is related in the three chapters which 
follow. As to Orpah, indeed, no more is said of her. 
Things took their natural course, it is to be presumed ; 
she had her recompense perhaps in this world, in the 
prosperity and security of her mother's house, to which 
she returned. She got, it may be, what she looked 
for, in going back to her people and her gods; but 
"man is like to vanity, his days are a shadow which 
passeth away '." " And the gods that have not made 
the heavens and the earth, even they," says the pro- 
phet, " shall perish irom the earth, and from mider 
these heavens *." But, as to Buth, her friendship with 
Naomi was a religions friendship ; it was the one faith 
which they had in common which knit their hearts 
together, and gave tbem so peculiar an interest in each 
other, and would not let them separate ; and then that 
came to pass in the case of Buth which Moees pro- 
mised in God's name to Hobab, saying, when he 
invited him to accompany Israel, " It ^all be, if thou 
go with us, that what goodness the Lord shall do unto 
us, the same wilt we do unto thee '.'* 

Both of the parties we are speaking of had, indeed, 
a trial to pass through after their arrival in the land of 
Judah; so forlorn and destitute did their condition 
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seem to be, that all the city was moved, and they said, 
" Is this Naomi ?" whilst the poor widow herself 
made answer, " Call me not Naomi," that is, pleasant ; 
"call me Mara," which signifies, bitter: "for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went 
out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again 
empty : why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord 
hath testiiied against me, and the Almighty hath 
afflicted me ' ?" But " whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth ' ;" 
and, " Blessed," says the Apostle, " is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is tried he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath pro- 
mised to them that love Him '," Naomi, perhaps, had 
showed some distrust of God, when she and Elimelech 
left Judah to dwell in Moab, even though they were 
driven out by famine ; if so, she had eaten of the fruit 
of her own way, and had learned a lesson from the 
divine rebuke. But, cast down as she was, and deeply as 
she felt her afflictions, it does not appear that she was un- 
willing to submit herself, or that her heart fretted against 
the Lord. And, as for Ruth, she uttered no complaints, 
but set herself at once honestly to earn her bread. 
Having first consulted her mother-in-law, and received 
her sanction, it being the time of harvest, she went out 
to glean ears of com where she might. 

And now it quickly appeared how wise a thing they 
both had done by casting themselves upon God. Her 
hap was (that is, though she knew not whither she 
went, God so ordered it) that she should light upon 
a part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was, it 
appears, of the kindred of her own father-in-law, 
Elimelech. He was a man of wealth; and from the 
manner of his address to his labourers, and their reply, 
as well as from his subsequent behaviour, we may 
collect that he was habitually a pious and godly per- 
son. He inquired, and was informed who she waa, and 
how she had conducted herself; and he immediately 

' Ruth i. 21. ' Heb. xii. 6. ' Jatnea i- 12. 
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conceived in Wa mind that respect for her, and interest 
in her welfare, which might have been looked for 
under the circumstanceB, from one of such a character 
as his. He charged his reapers to take care of her 
and treat her kindly; and his words to herself make it 
clear that he well understood and duty estimated the 
principle upon which she had acted in quitting Moab : 
" It hath been fully showed me," he says, " all that 
thou hast done unto thy mother-in-law since the death 
of thine husband; and how thou hast left thy father 
and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 
come unto a people which thou knewest not hereto- 
fore. The Lord recompense thy work, and a full 
reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under 
whose wings thou art come to trust ^" 

In order to understand the remainder of the history, 
we must both bear in mind the simplicity of ancient 
manners, and also recollect the particular laws and 
institutions under which all these parties lived. The 
time, however, will not permit me to enter very fiilly 
into explanation of the particulars ; but let what follows 
in brief suflBce. When Elimelech, Naomi's husband 
and Ruth's iather-iu-law, left Judah for the land of 
Moab, he appears to have sold his estate, and it was 
now, I suppose, in possession of the purchaser. The 
Israelites, however, could not by the law of Moses sell 
absolutely the portions which God had given them; 
they could only alienate them till the year of jubilee ; 
and if, by poverty, they were constrained to this, 
they or their next of kin might, nevertheless, have the 
land back &gaia at any time by repayment of an 
equitable proportion of the purchase-money. This 
Naomi of course well knew ; and she was aware, be- 
sides, of that other law, which required a man to marry 
his brother's widow when he died childless, and which 
seems, by custom at least, to have extended to the 
other near relations. This law, as Naomi supposed, 
gave Ruth a legal claim upon Boaz, for she did not 

' Ruth ii. 11, 12. 
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know at the time that there was another etill nearer 
kinsman. She therefore counselled Buth to assert her 
claim, as it was customary for widows to do in tike 
cases. And Ruth, having full confidence in Naomi's 
integrity, implicitly followed her advice : the circum- 
stances are related in the third and fourth chapters. 
But my present purpose only requires of me to state 
the event: Boaz admitted the right of Buth to make 
the demand she did upon the nearest of kin ; neither 
did he reproach her with impropriety of conduct, nor 
disdfun her as a destitute stranger, nor suspect her of 
interested motives ; on the contrary, he plainly testified 
to her honour, that all knew her to be a virtuous 
woman, and his whole behaviour indicates a true 
regard for her. 

But, though neither she nor her mother-ia-law knew 
it, there was a nearer relative who had a prior claim to 
redeem the estate, and who might be first called upon to 
marry Bath. " Let him," therefore, said Boaz, " do the 
kinsman's part ;" hut if he will not, then be tells Ruth, 
" I vrill do the port of a kinsman to thee, as the Lord 
liveth '." 

And so, indeed, bad the Lord willed. The kinsman 
waived his claim, and Buth became the wife of Boaz. 
This, of course, pat an end to the distress and poverty 
both of herself and of her mother-in-law; and, besides 
this, it has caused the name of Buth to be had in 
honour in the Church of God in all ages ; for she bare 
a son to Boaz whose name was Obed : " and Obed begat 
Jesse, and Jesse begat David *," of whom aft» the fleah, 
as vre know, came Jesus Christ. In Ruth, therefore, 
the Scripture was fulfilled, " Godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to oome '." 

Thus the history concludes: I have omitted some 
particulars which might have been profitably dwelt 
upon, leaving you to collect them, as I hope you will 
do, by reading the history yourselves at home. But I 

' Ruth iii. 13. * Ibid. iv. 22. ' 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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told yon, when I began, wh&t was my single aim in 
bringing thus much before yon at this time, namely, to 
show you the wisdom and necessity of promptly and 
decidedly giving up all for God. So that now it only 
remains to apply to you the words of the Prophet, 
"How long halt ye between two opinions? If the 
Lord be God, follow him; but if 1^1, then follow 
him '." 

Orpah, as ye hare seen, followed Baal : she may 
not have been fully conscious of what she did ; she 
may not have avowed it to her own mind ; she may 
have succeeded in shutting her eyes against it ; but 
still the practical conclDsion, to which she had really 
come, was no other than that the service of the world, 
the devil, and the flesh, was the more profitable service. 
For the question was not in her ease whether she loved 
Naomi a little, or whether she had attended to her 
instructions in some degree, or whether she bad some 
inclinationB and wishes to know the one true God and 
to worship Him : the question was, whom and what 
she loved best ; and this was proved when she actually 
turned back to Moab. 

Then do not ye follow hw ; and, that ye may not, do 
not deceive yourselves, as she seems to have deceived 
herself either when the choice is especially iMt}pounded 
to yon between God and the world, or when, after ye 
have gone wrong, an opportunity of repentance is 
afforded you, as in the tender mercy of God it may be. 

Natural conscience is God's witness and watchman 
in the soul of man ; and the light of Scripture is so far 
diffused and apprehended as to be always confirming the 
witness of conscience ; so that few forsake God, or com- 
mit wilfiil sin, or renounce duty, (»■ sell their souls for 
worldly ease and advantage vrithout an effort, without 
seeing and feeling their own folly, without crossing 
some better inclinations and stifling some right con- 
victions; but if the soul is sold, ncrt;witbstanding, let 
none set down these misgivings as testimonies in their 

• 1 Kii^ xTiii. 21. 
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&Toar, or view tbem as palliations of their guilt. It is 
just the contrary. Tbe more you get over, for the sake 
of sin, the more you love sin ; and the longer you stand 
debating and hesitating, tbe more you have got over. 
Your misgivings, therefore, will be swift ■witnesses 
against you ; and as to the inir speeches that you make 
on the side of religion, and all your professions of 
honouriog tbe cause, there is no hope to be built on 
them. You acknowledge by them, indeed, that God 
has a just claim upon your regards, as Orpah acknow- 
ledged Naomi to have on hers by the parting kiss she 
gave her ; but " this," after all, and nothing else, " is the 
love of God, that we keep his coramfmdments * : and 
whoso will he Christ's disciple be must take up bis 
cross and follow Him '. King Agrippa was none the 
better for being almost persuaded to be a Christian ; 
but all tbe worse for having overcome tbe impression 
which the Apostle's sermon made upon him '. Do not 
deceive yourselves, then, in this way. 

And let me add, if you have thus erred, do not 
deceive yourselves still further in another way. Tt 
might by possibility have fared with Orpah as it did 
with him mentioued in tbe parable, who refused at 
first to do his Other's bidding, to work in his vineyard, 
but afterwards repented and went*; hut it did not so 
befoll in &ct, and it may be that in her case the 
Scripture was fulfilled, " The prosperity of fools shall 
destroy them *." 

Orpah had made a foolish choice ; but probably, 
as has been observed before, among her people and her 
gods she had found those comforts and enjoyments 
wbich are capable of contenting, or at least fully occu- 
pying, a vain and worldly mind for a season ; and, if so, 
any thing of good impression which remained to her 
from Naomi's past instructions would wear away 
speedily ; her regrets would vanish, and the thought, 
if ever she had any, of yet following Naomi would 
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perish altogether. And thus it is ever wont to be. 
Those who h&ve chosen the world against conscience, 
will love it better and better till that candle of the 
Lord within then> is quite put out. Beware of this, I 
pray you. Do not think all is well because in the 
world you have much comfort and little to vex you, 
and because you iancy that prosperity is within your 
reach. Do not accept of these things as your portion. 
Remember what that man came to who in bis life- 
time had received his good things ; and set your afiiec- 
tions not on things on earth, as he did, but on things 
above; "for the things which are seen" here on earth 
"are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal'." Whatever you have of the world, let it not 
keep out the thought of a better world ; and the more 
you have, and the more at ease you are, guard the 
more against its tendency to do so. And so long as 
ye profess and call yourselves Christians, remember, 
further, that it is this which distinguishes a true 
Christian from any other, that be walks " by fotth and 
not by sight ■." 

This brings back our thoughts to Ruth. She acted 
upon this principle, we have seen ; and, if she left not 
her country and her kindred without regret, that only 
proves the strength of the principle within her. Her 
heart was God's, and she showed it, when the time was 
come, by her obedience. 

As ye take warning from her sister's folly, take pattern 
from her wisdom. Her hi8tory,as I said at first, illustrates 
our Saviour's doctrine, and exemplifies the faithfulness 
of his promises. My exhortation to you, therefore, 
cannot be better summed up than by repetition of his 
words: "Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore 
I say unto you. Take no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment ? Behold the fowls of the air : 
for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 

' 2 Cor. IT. 18. • 2 Cot. v. 7. 
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baiuB ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they? Which of you by 
taking thought can add one cubit unto hiB stature? And 
why take ye thought for raiment ? Consider tbe lilies 
of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do 
they spin : and yet I say onto you, that eren Solomon 
in all hia glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of tbe field, which 
to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall 
he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith. 
Therefore take no thought* saying. What shall we 
eat? or. What shall we drink? or. Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed? For after all these things do the 
G^itiles seek : for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and all theee 
things shall be added onto you. Take thra«fore no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof'." 

But all this supposes, ye will say justly, full and 
implicit trust in God ; and how is that j^ace to be 
attained to and held fast in trials? 

In answer to this, 1 will only, in contusion, borrow 
two plain directions from the practice of £uth. Faith 
is the gift of God ; but we must cultivate it, and take 
the right course to nourish and strength^i it, in de- 
pendence upon Him, of course I mean, to give the 
blessing. 

First, then, " He that walketh with wise men shall 
be wise ; but a companion of fools shall be destroyed*." 
Ruth clave to Naomi. Let your "delight be upon 
the saints that are in the earth, and upon such as 
excel in virtue ' ;" " the tongue of the just is as choice 
silver," and " the lips of the righteous feed many "." 
The image of Christ, moreover, is to be honoured in 
those who belong to Him ; and " he that receiveth a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a pro- 

' Matt. Ti. 24—34. • Prov. xiii. 20. 

* Ps. xvi. 3. Prayer Book Tnuulatioii. '* Prov. x, 20, 21. 
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phet's reward ; and he that receiveth a righteous man 
in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man's reward '." 

Again, Ruth followed Naomi to the ordinances of 
God. Go and do ye likewise. In what way prayer, and 
hearing, and sacraments, may work under God to the 
production of faith and charity, we may not know, and 
need not inquire ; hut, " Ask," it is written, " and it shall 
he given you ' ;" and again, " Ye have not, because ye ask 
not*;" and, " Faith Cometh by hearing* ;" and the body 
and blood of Christ are verily and indeed taken by 
the faithful in the Lord's supper'; for "the cup of 
blessing which we bless," says St. Paul, " is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? the bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ* ? " 
God has tied the end to means of his own choice ; and 
that is, and ought to be reckoned, quite enough for us. 
If ye will be with Him then in the using of the 
means, He will be with you to give effect to them ; 
your part is to continue stedfastly, like the early Church, 
" in the Apostles' doctrine, and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers'." And so long as you do 
this, you cannot lail to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 



Matt. X. 41. 


' Ibid. vii. 7. 


' James iv. 2 


Rom. X. 17. 


• Church Catechism. 
' Acts ii. 42. 
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SAUL AND AGAG. 



" But Saul and the people Bpared Agag, and the best of the sheep, 
and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and die lambs, and all that 
was good, and would not utterly destroy them : but every thing 
that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly." 

We bave in this chapter a history eminenUj profitable, 
if rightly understood, "for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, and for instnictioa in righteousness '." But, 
though there are no great difficulties in it, it is not, 
I think, always understood so thoroughly as is desir- 
able. The cbaracters of the principal actors in it are 
sometimes much mistaJcen. The wickedness of Saul 
is extenuated, and the holiness of Samuel underrated ; 
and some have been at a loss to reconcile parts of the 
narrative with their notions of the goodness of Almighty 
God. A very little consideration of the particulars may 
suffice to clear up these poiots ; but a little may be 
necessary. At all events, those who do not want to 
have the bistory explained, may find their advantage 
in a practical application of it ; and I shall therefore 
take the whole transaction for the subject of my pre- 
sent discourse. 

' 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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I. The historj relates God's commission to Saul re- 
specting Amalek, Saul's disobedieuce and subsequent 
ill-behaviour, and God's rejection of him on that ac- 
count from being king; and it concludes with Samuel's 
slaying Agag, whom Saul, in contradiction to the 
Divine command, had spared. 

" Samuel said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to 
anoint thee to be kiag over his people, over Israel: 
now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the 
words of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I 
remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he 
laid wait for him in the way, when be came up from 
Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not : but slay both 
man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, 
camel and ass *." 

Here a question has been asked, which I shall an- 
swer before I proceed. How could it consist with 
Divine goodness utterly to destroy a whole nation at 
once, not excepting even infants and sucklings, or sav- 
ing so much as their goods and cattle ? Tbis nation 
was a nation of incorrigible and hardened sinners. And 
if it may consist, as none will deny, with the goodness 
of God to destroy one sinner, why not to destroy a 
million ? Amalek, however, bad been treated with 
great forbearance. We have it upon record that they 
were worthy of destruction, and that their doom had 
accordingly been pronounced four hundred years be- 
fore, when they laid wait for Israel as they came up 
from Egjrpt'. But as the Lord said of Nineveh, 
" Should I not spare that great city wherein are more 
than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left hand ; and also 
much cattle'?" so had He dealt, in his clemency, with 
Amalek during the whole of that long period. Four 
hundred years He waited; but now the measure of 
their crimes was full. The time was come when either 
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the honour of God's goveroment must be sacrificed, or 
the rebels punished. And, if so, why not by the sword, 
as well as by pestilence, or famine, or any other instru- 
ment ? Doubtless God's methods are sure to be the 
best in every case. But, in the case before us, it is 
easy to see at least one wise reason for ordering the 
matter thus. When an o^nder is past correction, he 
is destroyed for a warning to others. This use God 
made of Amalek. The solemn execution of them 
by the sword, upon the express command of the great 
Judge of all men, could hardly fail to strike Israel with 
awe and great dread of sin; and their being forbidden 
to convert the spoil to their own use, would forcibly 
illustrate the polluting nature of sin, and teach them 
how completely separated from all connexion with it 
God's people ought to be. As to the slaying of the 
infants and sucklings, might it not have been in reality 
a great mercy ? Had they survived their parents, how 
could they have subsisted ? Had their parents been 
spared for their sakes, would they not have been 
educated in the same wicked principles which had 
brought down destruction upon them ? At all events, 
we must remember that all are bom in sin, and 
owe a death to Divine justice on that account; as 
saith the Apostle, "Death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam's transgression ' ;" that is, over 
infants, who, being incapable of distinguishing between 
right and wrong, have it not in their power to sin, as 
Adam did, in deliberate contradiction to a known law. 
The whole human race are bom under condemnation. 
Death is the wages of that corruption which is bom with 
them ; and God may surely resume his own gift of life 
when and bow He pleases. For ourselves this part 
of the history may teach us, and doubtless is meant to 
teach us, that there is no safety in following a multi- 
tude to do evil. "Though hand join in hand, the 
wicked shall not be unpunished *." For " our God is a 
' Rom, V. 14. ' Prov. xi. 21, 
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consuming fire ' ;" and mercy in Him is a perfection, not 
a weakness. The forbearance of God is great, and the 
goodness of God is infinite; but unless it bring us to 
repentance, which nothing but our own wilful obstinacy 
can prevent, we must expect to find, by dreadful expe< 
rience, that vengeance also is the Lord's. 

But to proceed. It is to be observed with respect 
to Saul, that his commission is most explicit. It cannot 
possibly be misunderstood :^" Now go and smite 
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have '." For 
though God's commands are oftentimes disagreeable to 
flesh and blood, yet be that runs may read them, "The 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple '." 
He who only wants to know what is the Lord's will, 
that he may go and do it, will rarely indeed mistake. 
The difficulty is, not to explain God's orders, but to 
explain them away. So it was in the case before us. 
And, further than this, the Divine command was de- 
livered to Saul in a manner very impressive and affect- 
ing, and likely to awaken his attention. "The Lord 
sent me," saith the prophet, " to anoint thee to be king 
over his people, over Israel : now therefore hearken thou 
unto the voice of the words of the Lord *." He reminds 
him of his obligations to God, and of his responsibility 
as leader of God's people ; for men's advancement does 
not discharge them from service, but obliges them to 
greater services ; and God's favours are not to be con- 
sidered as remunerations of their goodness, but as acts 
of mere grace on his part, which should engage them 
to be zealously affected always towards his good cause. 
If Saul had been honest, and had duly considered these 
things, the history would have been shorter ; he would 
have obeyed, and there would have been an end. But 
through his delBult it fell out otherwise. 

He gathered the people together, indeed, and smote 
the Amalekites from Havilah unto Shur, which was 
the whole extent of their country; and so far out- 
wardly all is well. But what follows shoot's there was 

' Heb. xii. 29. ' 1 Sam. xv. S. 

' Ps. xix. 7. ' 1 Sam. XV. 1. 
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no respect to God in what he did. For he " spared 
Agag," the king of Amalek, " and the best of the sheep, 
and of the oxen, and of the fatUngs, and the lambs, 
and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy 
them : but every thing that was vile and refuse, that he 
destroyed utterly," that is, he did just so much as 
suited bis own inclination, and no more. He was a 
hold, ambitious man ; and, no doubt, he loved the pomp 
and parade of victory, to get himself honour and to be 
admired for his achievements. But he did not love 
the Lord his God, for he would not serve Him by an 
act of self-denial. He flew upon the spoil avariciously, 
and he spared Agag vain-gloriously. It was clear, 
therefore, that if he kept to the letter of his instruc- 
tions in other respects, he obeyed from a selfish, not 
from a religious motive, and therefore obeyed not at 
all in reality, but only hypocritically. This is God's 
view of the case. For " the word of the Lord," we 
are told, "came unto Samuel, saying. It repenteth 
me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned 
back from following me, and hath not performed mj 
commandments '." However, this was not Saul's own 
view of himself. For there cannot be a greater mis- 
take than to suppose that the grossest sinners are the 
easiest to be convinced of sin. They are, on the con- 
trary, in general, the most self-righteous ; for sin is a 
deceitful evil, and its natural tendency is to blind the 
judgment by hardening the heart. 

Let us now inquire into Saul's behaviour after 
his transgression. 

His conscience does not appear to have smitten bim 
in the least. " When Samuel rose early to meet Saul 
in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to 
Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone 
about, and passed on, and gone down to GilgaP." 
These latter expressions seem to intimate that he 
paraded through the country with great state; and by 
bis " setting up a place ^" it seems to be meant that he 

' 1 Sam. XV. 11. • Ver. 12. ' See Serm. XIII. 
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erected some trophy or moDument of his victory. It 
is easy, therefore, to see that be was hlinded by bis pride 
and vanity. He was so pleased with himself and with 
what his own arm, as be thought, had done, that he 
could not discern the hand of God in his success, or his 
own sin in dispensing with the full execution of his 
Divine commission ; and in truth he had no other part 
in this great work, than the disobedience which he 
had mingled with it Tliis was all his own, and should 
have covered him with coufiiBion, But the Lord it was 
who conquered Amalek, which he ought to have ac- 
knowledged by devout thanksgivings. But in Saul we 
have ftn example of the blindness of man when he 
turns away his eyes from God to contemplate his own 
supposed merits. "For men to search their own 
glory," says the wise man, " is not glory • ;" and what 
follows, in the history of Saul, will illustrate both this 
and that other saying, " Pride goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall V 

When Saul saw God's prophet coming to meet him, 
he evidently appeared, from the confident tone of bis 
address, to expect not reproof but commendation. 
" Blessed be thou of the Lord : I have performed the 
commandment of the liord." But, no ! he had not 
performed it, but had transgressed grievously. "What 
meaneth then," replies the prophet, " this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which 
I hear * ? " It was vain to deny the fact, and therefore 
Saul will not attempt this ; but he will do better still, 
he thinks; be will justify it. True he had disobeyed 
in some one or two particulars, but his disobedience 
was a virtue, and alt for God's honour; the people, in 
their great piety, he would insinuate, " spared the best 
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God '." But Samuel will not suffer this to 
pass. He has convicted him of the &ct, and now he 
will let bim see the baseness of it, and expose his 
hypocritical evasions, and pronounce his sentence. 
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" Hath the Lord as great dehght in burnt ofl^rings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord ? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witch- 
craft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry '"." 
Saul might pretend as he would, but rebellion and 
stubborDness were his crimes, and nothing less. The 
one, like witchcraft, not only revolting from God, but 
paying homage to the devil : the other, mere idolatry, 
setting up his own will in opposition to God's ; giving 
his own passions the force of a Divine law, and thereby 
making a God of his own self. Therefore, the prophet 
proceeds, "Because thou hast rejected the word ttf the 
Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king '." 

This menace brings Saul to a confession of his feult 
Still, however, there are no signs in his behaviour of 
humiliation of spirit or real repentance: having first 
denied his crime, and then endeavoured to justify it, 
and having jailed in both, he comes now to palliate and 
excuse it; and, like our first parents, will transfer the 
guilt, if he can, to others : " I have sinned : tor I have 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy 
words : because I feared the people, and obeyed their 
voice '." It does not appear that he stood in any awe 
of the people on other occasions ; but if he had really 
done so upon this, what does it show, hut his want of 
religious principle, and bis unfitness for his station ? 
" The fear of man bringeth a snare ' :" Saul should have 
remembered the Lord his Maker, and have feared 
Him ; bis excuse is only an aggravation of his iault, 
supposing it to be true, which is at least very doubtful. 
And then his mind remains imcbanged even to the last. 
There is no contrition, no sorrow for having sinned 
against God; but all his anxiety is to save bis own 
credit : " Yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the 
elders of my people, and before Israel'." It is do 
wonder that bis sentence may not be reversed : he is 
condemned for his hypocritical, partial obedience; and 
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is not reprieved, becauBe, tbongli he is brought at 
length to confess his fault, it is with a humility no less 
defective than his obedience had been in the per- 
formance of his doty. A confession wrung from him in 
spite of himself, a submission so false, and extorted 
only by a selfish concern for his own worldly interests, 
was so far from ef&ciog his sin, that it greatly enhanced 
it, and instead of being acceptable to God, only stirred 
up his anger more. 

The remainder of the history relates the death of 
Agag by the hand of Samuel. " Then said Samuel, 
Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites." 
" And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is 
past. And Samuel said. As thy sword hath made 
women childless, so shall thy mother be childless 
among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces 
before the Lord in Gilga] '." No doubt, to have dealt 
thus by a fallen enemy under ordinary circumstances 
would have been an act of brutal and most unjustifiable 
cruelty, as it would be if any nation in their wars 
were to follow the example of Israel in destroying the 
vanquished as they destroyed the Amalekites. But ia 
the case of Israel, what they did was their duty : they 
acted under an express warrant, which constituted them 
the executioners of God's just anger ; so that if any of 
them bad spared man, woman, or child, it would have 
been as though a private man had assisted a criminal 
to escape whom the king's law had condemned ; an act 
of rebeUion surely, and not of mercy. So likewise we 
may most completely justify Samuel in slaying Agag; 
" he hewed him in pieces," it is said, " before the 
Lord." There could be no doubt but that Aga^ ought 
to die, for God had commanded it. Saul ought to 
have seen to this, but he bad failed ; the Prophet, 
therefore, only supplied Saul's lack of service. He was 
a man of most strict and approved integrity, as his 
history abundantly shows, and cannot therefore be 
suspected of having been actuated by feelings of pri- 



' 1 Sam. XV. 32, 33. 
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Tate resentment against the king of Amalek. And in 
the history before us, we have, in his praying for Saul 
BO earnestly when he first heard of his sin, and in his 
mourning for him when he might do no more than 
mourn, striking instances of his charity and tender- 
heartedness ; and therefore we cannot imagine that 
he did what he did by Agag, without putting great 
violence upon his own feelings : he would uot have 
been a minister of blood, might it have been avoided 
consistently with God's honour; but nothing might 
stand in the way of his zeal for that : he was deter- 
mined that Israel should not lie under the guilt of 
wilful rebellion if he could prevent it; and he was 
resolved to make it evident that God must be obeyed 
in all things. With respect to Agag, he suffered no 
more than vras his due. A wicked man we are sure he 
was ; for God made no exception in his favour when 
He commanded the utter extirpation of his nation ; 
and the Prophet's words to him clearly imply that his 
character was notorious as a bitter tyrant. If it be 
thought that his sufferings were aggravated, because 
he was not slain with his people at once, but reserved 
with hopes of a reprieve, that must be answered for by 
Saul, and not by SamueL 

II. And now to make some general application of 
this instructive history. 

We learn from it, in the first place, the difference 
between true religious obedience and that feigned 
obedience of outward form which many substitute in 
its place 

The obedience of Saul was partial: a plain com- 
mandment was laid upon him ; he chose the part which 
best suited his inclinations, and would have substituted 
an -act of will-worship for the rest: I have done all 
that consists with my own interests; and now. Lord, 
accept a burnt offering instead of the remainder. But 
Christian obedience respects the authority of God : our 
principle must he to submit implicitly to Him, to 
esteem all his commandments concerning all things to 
be right, and to hate every false way. " Whosoever 
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shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he 13 guilty of all. For he that said. Do not commit 
adultery, said also. Do not kill; now if thou commit 
no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a trans- 
gressor of the law *." The grand point to be decided is, 
whose will shall be done, God's or ours; who sliall 
have dominion over us, the Lord or our own appetites ? 
And no man can serve two masters. But if we will 
obey God wheresoever we can do it, without great 
crossing of our own desires, but when they must be 
crossed, step aside to disobedience, or expect to satisfy 
Him, as it were, by a commutation, though we cannot 
serve Thee in this thing, we will in that other thing, 
what is this but real rebellion against authority, aggra- 
vated by hypocritical pretences of submission. We are 
neither thieves, nor murderers, nor drunkards, perhaps 
only because we have not been sufficiently tempted to 
these enormities ; upon a careful calculation of profit and 
loss we think it best to avoid them ; but other prac- 
tices as clearly forbidden we indulge in without remorse. 
Then we are like 8aul ; there is no more religion in 
our honesty and our sobriety, than there was in his 
fighting against Amalek; and there is no good security 
even for our abiding bonest and sober, because we are 
actuated, not by the fear of God, but by mere views 
of worldly interest ; and worldly interest may possibly 
require a different conduct at some future time. 

From the history before us, we may learn, in the 
second place, to distinguish between true and false 
repentance. Saul said, " I have sinned ;" but even 
after he had said so, he palliates and excuses his fault, 
prevaricates, and has recourse to every contrivance he 
can think of, to hide his disgrace and maintain his 
credit 

Now compare this with the conduct of a real peni- 
tent : " I acknowledge my transgressions," says David, 
" and my sin is ever before me." " That Thou," O 
Lord (xod, "mightest be justified when Thou speakest; 

' James ii. 10, 11. 
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and be clear vlien Tbou judgest '." His anxiety is to 
repair the dishonour done to God, not to hide his 
own. He had given great occasion to God's enemies to 
blaspheme, and now that he is convinced, he will give 
no more ; he will make a frank acknowledgment, not 
only of the fact, but of the baseness of it ; he will take 
shame to himself, and confess the justice of God's 
proceedings against him; if He is pleased to smite 
him, he will accept of the punishment of his iniquity 
as his just due and portion. 

Had Saul hombled himself thus, be might, indeed, 
still have lost the kingdom upon earth, but bis sin 
would have been blotted out, and he would have 
reigned above : For " he that humbleth himself, shall 
be exalted *." God may chasten him for bis profit ; but 
"whoso confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall have 
mercy *," yea, and glory in the end. For " to the Lord 
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we 
have rebelled against Him '." 

And DOW, brethren, lest you deceive yourselves with 
a name that you live when you are dead, be cautioned 
by Saul's example ; and study the character, and follow 
the pattern of that holy and wise man, of whom our 
Lord said, " Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile '." 

Beseech God so to take away from you the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, that in simplicity and 
godly sincerity you may have your conversation in the 
world. Be sure that in your doing so, you look to the 
motive ; lay it down as a principle, that the glory of 
God must be the end at which you are to aim babi- 
toally, and that the will of God must be the rule and 
measure of your actions. 

In order to this, let roe remind you of your obliga- 
tions, as Samuel reminded Saul of his, so that you may 
see what cause you have to " love the Lord your God 
vrith all your heart *," and that by your doing so all may 
be well. The Prophet says to Saul, " The Lord sent 

' Ps, li. .■), 4, ' Luke xiv. H. 'See Prov. xxviii 13. 

■ Dan. ix. 9. ' John i. 47. * Deut. vi. 5. 
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me to anoint thee to be king over his people ;" therefore 
hearken thou *." God gave Christ to die for you, that 
ye might not perish, but have eternal life, and be kings 
and priests for ever in the presence of God in heaven ; 
therefore hearken ye to the voice of the words of the 
Lord. As there can be no commandment of his which 
it is uot your duty to obey, so there can be none which 
you should not be willing to obey : yea, none which 
you would not be willing to obey, if you would heartily 
believe, and seriously and habitually consider the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in his kindness towards you 
through Jesus Christ. 

But if you are fallen, be cautioned still by Saul. 
The wisest course you can take now, is frankly to 
acknowledge your transg^ression ; do not deny your 
guilt, for God trieth the very hearts and reins; do not 
justify yourselves, for then you forsake your own mer- 
cies, and appeal to the law, and by that is the know- 
ledge of sin and condemnation only ; do not palliate 
or excuse your fault, for that is lost labour; do not 
study how you may keep well with the world, for he 
that will make this his prime object, is an enemy to 
God. But say, " Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant '," O Lord ; and look only to the " Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world K" He 
came to call sinners to repentance ; He came to save the 
lost; the self-condemned may find in Him an all-suffi- 
cient advocate. " Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, 
that ye be not judged of the Lord '." Let go all self- 
dependence, and turn to Him, and "being justified by 
ftith," ye shall have " peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ'." 

* 1 Sam. XV. 1. • Ps. cxiiii. 2. ' John J. 29. 

' Communion Service. * See Rom, v. 1. 
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1 Cor. xiii. 4. 
" Charity envieth not." 

I SHALL not discourae to you on the genera! subject 
of this beautiful chapter, but shall confine myself to 
a single point There is no evil passion more utterly 
inconsistent with charity, more completely contrary to 
it, than the one noted in the text, namely, envy. 
Therefore saith the Apostle, "Charity envieth not;" 
and our Church has done well in putting these words 
into our mouth in prayer: "From envy," as well as 
from " hatred and malice. Good Lord, deliver as ;" for 
envy is sure to be the parent of the other two. 

Envy is pain felt and ill-will conceived in the mind, 
upon the view of our neighbour's excellence, happi- 
ness, or success. The envious man is one who cannot 
possibly rejoice with them that do rejoice, nor will he 
weep with them that weep; but quite the contrary. 
His enmity and malignity are incurable, because they 
ever increase in proportion to the manifestation of 
those qualities in the envied party which most entitle 
him to love. Nothing prompts a man therefore to so 
much wrong as envy, nothing is so implacable or in- 
satiable, and no evil feeling at the same time can be 
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such constant misery to the siuDer who entertains it ; 
whilst, on the other hand, nothing can be so dangerous 
to the party sinned against. Hence the saying of 
Solomon, " Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous, 
but who is able to stand before envy'?" Assuredly 
none would be able, were it not that " the eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears open unto 
their cry '." 

These matters I purpose now to illustrate by means 
of a piece of Scripture history, in which three parties 
will be brought before you : a good man worthy, for 
his noble actions and sound wisdom, of high honour 
and esteem, regarded by two other persons in different 
ways : by the one, with just admiration leading to love ; 
by the other, with unjust envy, leading to hatred and 
cruel persecution. 

You will find the passages which I refer to in the first 
Book of Samuel, from the seventeenth chapter to the 
end, in the account there given of David and his great 
exploits, and of the effects whicli the contemplation of 
them, and of the general applause which followed 
them, had, severally, on Saul king of Israel and on 
Jonathan his son. 

Saul was at war with the Philistines; the giant 
Goliath of Gath challenged Israel to produce a cham- 
pion to contend with him in single combat. No 
one in the Israelitish army could be found bold 
enough to accept the challenge ; but at length David, 
who at the time was but a youth, indignant at the 
disgrace of his country, and strong in faith, encoun- 
tered Goliath and slew him ; and when the Philistines 
saw that their champion was dead, they fled, so that 
Israel obtained a complete and easy victory. 

This, of course, was a great benefit to Saul ; and he 
was not slow, at first, to confess his admiration of 
David's valour. But with Jonathan, Saul's son, the 
feeling was far stronger : " As David returned from the 

' Ptov. xxvii. 4. * Ps. xxxiv. 15. 
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slaughter of the Philistine, Abner," the captain of the 
host, " took him, and brought him before Saul with the 
head of the Philistine iu his hand. And Saul said to 
him, Whose son art thou, thou young man? And 
David answered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse the 
Betb-Iehemite. And it came to pass, when he had 
made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of 
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jona- 
than loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him 
that day, and would let him go no more home to his 
father's house. Then Jonathan and David made a 
covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. And 
Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon 
him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to 
his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. And David 
went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved 
himself wisely : and Saul set him over the men of vrar, 
and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and 
also in the sight of Saul's servants \" Thus far all is 
well; if Saul's affection for David did not equal Jona- 
than's, at least he did him justice, and gave him trust, 
honour, and promotion, and, for the present, made a 
companion and a friend of him. And David was not 
upset or intoxicated with the glory which he had 
gained, but behaved himself with such modesty, as 
well as integrity, that high and low alike were well 
pleased with his advancement. 

But by and by there came a change. Saul was a 
vain, self-seeking man. When he returned from the 
slaughter of the Amalekites, "he set himself up a 
place," it is said; which means, I suppose, a trophy or 
monument to his own honour. But " for men to search 
their own glory," says Solomon, " is not glory *." And 
if " the fear of man bringeth a snare *," so doth the love 
of man's applause not less. And thus it befel in the 
case of Saul. 

He made a progress, it seems, through the country, 

' 1 Sam. xvii. 57 ; xviii. 5. ' Prov. xxv. 27. 

* Prov. xxix, 25. 
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and took David with him. And on this occasion the 
women came out of all the cities of Israel to congra- 
tulate him on his successes ; and " they came with 
singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, 
with joy, and with instruments of music *." The words 
of the chorus, however, which they sung, and which 
are set down in the narrative, though they were true, 
were, perhaps, not chosen with as much discretion and 
consideration as they ought to have been. At all 
events, they threw a stumbling-block, or occasion to 
iall ^ in Saul's way, which, as might perhaps have been 
foreseen, one of his temper was not likely to escape : 
"The women answered one another as they played, 
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands '." Now, " behold how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth ' ! " Here was a comparison instituted 
needlessly, perhaps, and certainly to David's advantage; 
it set the servant, for that moment and ia that par- 
ticular, above his lord. Yet it was not offeoatvely 
meant, nor would it have given ofience to a humble 
and just-minded man; but it did offend Saul very 
deeply. It is the nature of an envious man to account 
of praise given to another as so much detracted from 
himself; and this was the thought of Saul; and, like 
a virulent drop of poison, the moment it was instilled 
it infected his whole soul, and destroyed love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, 
meekness, temperance from within him at once, and 
proved his utter ruin in the end. "Saul was very 
wroth," the history proceeds, " and the saying displeased 
him ; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten 
thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands : 
and what can he have more but the kingdom? And 
Saul eyed David from that time forward ' ;" that is, 
looked upon him with an evil eye, as we speak, with 
jealousy, and hatred, and suspicion, and desire to be 
avenged of him. And this became, (so the words 
" from that time forward" import, and the subsequent 
' 1 Sam. xviii. 6. ' Rom. xiv. 13. ' 1 Sam. xviii. 7. 
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history shows,) the fixed habit of his mind, being all 
the natural fruit of envy. 

Let us see now how the leaven worked. Saul ought, 
in alt reason, to have said, as Ahimelech did after- 
wards, " Who is so feithfu] as David^ 1 " and to whom 
am I myself, and Israel too, so much indebted ? But his 
own glory, he thought, had been eclipsed by the lustre 
of David's achievements; and he forgot, in the view of 
this unpardonable injury, as he accounted it, that had 
it not been for David, he himself might probably have 
had no glory and no kingdom left to him. The next 
words of the account, however, sufficiently indicate 
that He which "aearcheth the heart and trieth the 
reins even to give every man according to his ways '," 
had marked what was in Saul, that he might requite 
bim for it. 

When Saul vras first chosen to he king, the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon him. But after his sin respecting 
the Amalekites, this Spirit departed, and an evil spirit 
from God troubled him. From this, however, he had 
been relieved through the instrumentality of David, 
who played on the harp, as you will find recorded at 
the end of the sixteenth chapter, and so calmed Saul's 
mind, and, by God's blessing, drove the evil spirit 
away. But if we return to sin, Satan will return to us. 
And thus it was here : " It came to pass on the morrow," 
namely, after Saul's envy of David had been excited, 
that "the evil spirit from God came upon Saul" again, 
as was manifest by his prophesying in the midst of the 
house. Upon this, recourse was had to the old remedy : 
" David played with his hand, as at other times;" but now 
it was without success : the evil spirit kept possession ; 
and though Saul's bad purposes were shaken once or 
twice by some remarkable instances of David's good 
behaviour, he remained, in the main, under the domi- 
nion of the evil one to the end. 

I cannot enter into the particulars minutely, but 
a few leading circumstances may be touched upon. 

' 1 Sam. xxii. 14. * See Jer, xvii. 10. 
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lu his persecution of David, Saul had recourse some- 
times to violence and sometimes to craft. But his 
malice was stedfast and unrelentiug, and it bore the 
character of envy all through. " Saul was afraid of 
David, because the Lord was with him, and was de- 
parted from Saul." And " when Saul saw that he be- 
haved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him '." His 
malice increased continually; and the more David's 
name was " set by *," as we read it was, and the more 
he deserved to have it " set by," the more irreproach- 
ably and the more nobly he conducted himself, the 
more furious and vindictive Saul became, the more 
regardless of his own honour and dignity, the more 
violent in the outbreaks of his temper, the more base 
and mean in his artifices and stratagems ; till he seemed 
to be wholly absorbed in the single object of hunting 
down David to destruction. In the eighteenth chapter 
we are told how he cast a javelin at him ; and how he 
promised him one of his own daughters in marriage, 
and actually gave him another, with the hypocritical 
design of ensnaring him by their means, and engaging 
him in a rash encounter with the Philistines, that be 
might perish by their hands. For he declared that he 
wanted no dowry or gift from David when he should 
take Michal to wife, but would accept of the slaughter 
of an hundred of his enemies instead. But when 
David in consequence slew two hundred, his hatred of 
him was but the more increased. Though Michal loved 
David, as she afterwards proved, and alt Saul's servants 
respected him, and Jonathan had made a covenant with 
him, yet Saul made no scruple of endeavouring to 
suborn them all to betray him. After having sworn 
to Jonathan that he would not hurt him, the evil 
spirit being upon Saul, he again cast his javelin at 
David, as he was playing upon the harp for his relief ; 
and when David escaped that time, he sent to murder 
him in his bed, and was very angry with Michal for 
giving him warning and so saving his life'. He followed 

' Ver. 30. 

' Ver. 17. 
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him to Naiotb, whitber he had fled; and although 
God wrought a miracle both upon his messengers and 
himself, so that he became for the time a prophet, yet 
he persisted in his determination to destroy bim *. Hia 
knowledge that God had chosen David to be his suc- 
cessor in the kingdom, instead of teaching him, as it so 
well might have done, the vanity of setting himself 
against him, exasperated him beyond all bounds. 
When Jonathan pleaded for him, Saul couuted even 
bim, hia own son, for an enemy, and attempted to slay 
him also ". And having suppressed the outward expres- 
sions of his enmity for a day or two, he broke out into 
tenfold wrath against David and all who took his part, 
on finding that he had been disappointed of bis revenge. 
In his fury, after this, he slew Ahimelech and all the 
priests of the Lord, because Ahimelech had, in utter 
ignorance of any oifence, given David some small 
assistance in bis flight ' ; and then, as if he himself had 
nothing else to do, and no other object in life than to 
rid himself of David, he continued to pursue him from 
place to place, till David was quite driven A^m his 
country, and from the ordinances of God which he so 
dearly loved, and was constrained finally to take refuge 
vrith Achish king of Gath ^. Twice, indeed, David had 
safe opportunity of expostulating with Saul iace to 
face ; on both which occasions he not only afiSnned his 
entire innocence of any evil designs, but proved it by 
showing that he bad twice had Saul in his power, and 
could have slain him had he been so minded ' : and this 
forbearance on his part made some little impression 
upon Saul for the moment, so that he confessed that 
David waa more righteous than himself; and that, for bis 
own part, he had "played the fool, and had erred exceed- 
ingly* ;" and, moreover, that he was well aware that God 
would certainly establish the kingdom of Israel in 
David's hands in spite of all his own efforts to prevent 
it '. But, for all this, he still held on his malicious 

• Ver. 23. '» 1 Sam. xx. 33. ' 1 Sam.xxii. 18. 

' 1 Sam. xxi. 10. • 1 Sam. xxiv. 4; xxvi. 12. 

* 1 Sam. xxvi. 21. ' 1 Sam. xxvi. 25. 
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persecution of David till necessity forced him to re- 
linquish it. 

So fiir of Saul : look we now to another actor in the 
history ; I mean, Saul's son, Jonathan, who, in ordinary 
course, should haTS had the kingdom at his father's 
death. A nobler example of disinterested charity and 
religious friendship is no where to be found, than that 
which the conduct of this young man exhibits. Had 
he been like his father, he, too, might have envied 
David ; and he had still more temptation than Saul to 
be jealous of him. For David was only to succeed 
Saul in the throne, and neither tried nor wished to 
deprive him of it; but Jonathan, by David's occupation 
of it, would be actually set aside, as he himself very 
well understood and plainly acknowledged. Yet Jona- 
than loved David as liia own soul. And, however much 
David's exaltation might be to his own hindrance, the 
thought of this took nothing at all away from the 
cordiality and fervency of his aifection for him, nor 
interfered with his determination to stand by him and 
assist him in all his difficulties and distresses. The two 
young men, indeed, had too much in common in their 
dispositions, for circumstances to make them foes : the 
same vrarm feelings ; the same undaunted bravery; the 
same zeal for God and for their country; the same 
faith and piety. For whatsoever measure of these 
qualities David showed in his encounter with Goliath, 
it was, perhaps, fully equalled by Jonathan, when he 
and his armour-bearer alone attacked the garrison of the 
Philistines, as you may read at large in the fourteenth 
chapter; and so prepared a victory for the people 
which was only not complete through the rashness of 
Saul himself No wonder, then, that their hearts 
were soon " knit together." But we must admire in 
Jonathan a charity even greater than that which David 
had opportunity to exhibit, precisely that manner of 
charity which tlie Apostle, in connexion with my text, 
has so beautifully described, which "envieth not, 
vaunteth not itself, is not puiFed up, doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily pr&- 
M 2 
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voked, rejoiceth ia the truth, and never feileth *." It 
•was no hlemish to Jonathan's virtue, if David had 
qualities higher than his own, and was a fitter man to 
rule over Israel. If Jonathan was set aside, it was the 
Lord's doing ; and what had he to do himself but to 
acquiesce in it? And if the Lord preferred David, 
that was not David's crime. Jonathan's heart fretted 
uot against him any more than against God. It de- 
lighted him on the contrary to see God's seal set upon 
David. Loving him, for his noble qualities, piously and 
sincerely, he was quite content himself to take the lower 
room. " Tbou shalt be king over Israel," he says ; "and 
I shall be next unto thee '." He would be most happy to 
see David occupy the post which he was so fitted for, 
and would so certainly adorn ; and he thought^ for his 
own part, only of the good that would come to Israel 
thereby, being well content that David should be the 
instrument of it, and receive both the power and 
the praise. And upon these principles he acted 
throughout. 

It was not in a fit of transient feeling and excitement 
that he had stripped himself of his garments and given 
them to David, even to liia sword, and to his bow, and 
to his girdle*; his love to him never cooled,-but showed 
itself in acts of substantial kindness and care of him to 
the last. When Saul's enmity first broke out, Jonathan 
spake good to him of David, saying, " Let not the king 
sin against bis servant, against David ; because he hath 
not sinned against thee, and because his works have 
been to thee-ward very good ; for he did put his life 
in bis hand, and slew the Philistine, and the Lord 
wrought a great salvation for all Israel : tbou sawest it, 
and didst rejoice : wherefore then wilt thou sin against 
innocent blood, to slay David without a cause ' ?" And 
when Saul's wrath broke out again, after having been 
for a time somewhat appeased, Jonathan still stood 
forward to be David's advocate and helper. " Where- 
fore shall he be slain ?" he says ; "what hath he done ' ?" 
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TIlis 80 irritated Saul, tbat in his blind fury he cast 
a javelin, as lias been noted already, at Jonathan 
himself, to smite him. " Whereby," says the sacred 
historian, " Jonathan knew that it was determined of 
his father to slay David." After this, having pre- 
viously promised to let David know what Saul's 
mind towards him was, and having concerted the 
means for a private interview with Iiim, Jonathan 
went out into the field at the time appointed, and 
upon a signal given, David rose up out of his 
hiding-place, and the two Jriends had a meeting 
which is thus related : " David arose out of a place 
toward the south, and fell ou his face to the 
ground, and bowed himself three times: and they 
kissed one another, and wept one with another, until 
David exceeded. And Jonathan said to David, Go in 
peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the 
name of the Lord, saying. The Lord be between me 
and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever '." 
So they separated, to meet, as it should seem, only once 
again. Their last interview is thus described. David 
was in the wilderness of Ziph in a wood, endeavouring 
to escape from Saul, who vras pursuing him ; " But 
- God delivered him not," it is said, " into his hand." 
Jonathan, however, sought him out, and showed for the 
last time that his love was as persevering as his father's 
envy. He " went to David into the wood, and strength- 
ened his hand in God. And he said unto him. Fear 
not : for the hand of Saul my father shall not find 
thee ; and thou shalt he king over Israel, and I shall 
be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father 
knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the 
Lord ^." 

And now as to David, he had shown wisdom as well 
as valour from the first ; and the eDbrts made to cir- 
cumvent and injure him only aiforded opportunity for 
the still further manifestation of his prudence, gene- 
rosity, and integrity. He was obliged to flee, indeed, 

' 1 Sam. XX, 41, 42. ' 1 Sam. xxiii. 16—18. 
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at length, and he did some rash and wrong things in 
his difficulties, and some weak ones ; but, as &r as Saul 
was concerned, he was irreproachable. Twice be let him 
go when he might have slain him. In the cave of 
En-gedi, as is recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter, he 
came upon him uaperceived, so that his followers said 
to him, " Behold the day of which the Ijord said unto 
thee. Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine 
hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good 
unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skin of 
Saul's robe privily :" but he would go no further, bis 
heart smote him even for this. "And he said unto 
his men. The Lord forbid that I should do this thing 
unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth 
mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the 
Lord. So David stayed his servants with these words, 
and suffered them not to rise against Saul*." And 
afterwards, when he surprised Saul sleeping, and 
Abishai, who was with him, asked leave to smite him, 
David only took away Saul's spear and the cruse of 
water which was at his bolster ', so to put himself in 
a situation to show that he had no ill designs, and 
was unjustly persecuted. So that David's loyalty was 
proof against strong temptation, neither would he upon 
any account avenge himself with his own band. He 
would neither injure Saul, uor suffer others to do so, 
nor did he make any attempt to possess himself of the 
kingdom, but, committing himself to God, left it to 
Him to take his own course for the fulfilment of his 
word of promise towards hira. 

The event we know : David suffered bitterly, it must 
be granted, and that in many ways, for a season ; and 
especially, as he himself expresses it, Saul's persecution 
of him was in effect the driving of him out " from 
abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, saying. Go, 
serve other gods ^." But " the eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good ^" and He 
never faileth the soul that seeketh Him. David was 
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no loser in the isBue ; in the school of adversity he was 
learning all the while good lessons, and becoming 
fitted for the high place which he was to occupy in 
due time. 

And in due time he came to it : Saal and Jonathan 
both fell in battle ; and bo, by the act of Providence, 
the way was opened for David's advancement. But 
even then he shovred no uncharitable exultation or 
unbefitting triumph. It was to be expected that his 
mind would be affected by deep sorrow when he should 
have tidings of the death of Jonathan; bat he did 
justice to the pnbltc virtues of Saul also. Instead of 
revrarding the Amalekite who pretended to have 
slain him, and brought his crown and bracelet, he 
punished him * ; and the sacred historian gives us the 
words of his lamentation which he made over Saul 
as well as over Jonathan his son : " The beauty 
of Israel is slain upon thy high places : how are the 
mighty fallen ! Tell it not in Gath, publish it not 
in the streets of Askelon ; lest the daughters of the 
Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircum- 
cised triumph. Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be 
no dew, neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields 
of offerings : for there the shield of the mighty is vilely 
cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. From the blood of the slain, 
from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned 
not back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty. 
Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were not divided : they 
were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 
Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed 
you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on orna- 
ments of gold upon your apparel. How are the mighty 
fallen in the midst of the battle ! O Jonathan, thou 
wast slain in thine high places. I am distressed for 
thee, my brother Jonathan : very pleasant hast thou 
been unto me : thy love to me was wonderful, passing 
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the love of women. How are the mighty fallen, and 
the weapons of war perished ' !" 

Such is the history. Let us ponder the circum- 
stances seriously, as they are recorded for our instruc- 
tion in righteousness; let us mark the evil of bitter 
envy in Saul ; the excellency of disinterested love in 
Jonathan ; the sound wisdom and integrity of David ; 
and, above all, the faithfulness of the Almighty to his 
faithful people. " Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them alL 
He keepeth all his bones, not one of them is broken. 
Evil shall slay the wicked ; and they that hate the 
righteous shall be desolate. The Lord redeemeth the 
soul of his servants : and none of them that trust in 
him shall be desolate '." 

To Him, my brethren, let us all come in the name of 
Jesus Christ, to ask forgiveness of our sins that are past ; 
for which of us may not see in the evil recorded in this 
narrative, too much to remind him of himself 1 and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness ; for which of us 
may not see something also wliich is a picture of some 
root of bitterness still remaining? " From envy, ha- 
tred, and malice " especially, " good Lord, deliver us '." 
How miserably had Saul sold himself to a cruel task- 
master, when he had yielded himself to be the servant 
of his envy to obey it ! How wretched did his life 
thenceforth become ! What a load of self-condemnation 
lay upon him, and what poison rankled in him, what 
an inward conilict tore his soul to pieces, till the time 
came of his hopeless death ! Create in us a clean 
heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit within us. Cast 
us not away from thy presence ; and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from us '. Enable us to " walk in love as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offer- 
ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour^." 
Through evil report and good report, let us, like David, 
hold faat our integrity, and strive to overcome evil with 
good ; and nnder all circumstances, like Jonathan, let us ' 

' 2 Sam. i. 19—27. ' Ps. xxxiv. 19—22. ' Litany. 

' See Pa.li. 10,11. * Eph. v. 2. 
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"give honour where honour is due *," and " make much 
of them that fear the Lord ' ; " and " look not every man 
on his own things but everj man also on the things of 
others '." For let us not suppose, my brethren, that Jona- 
than was not a great gainer hj his pious and disinterested 
conduct. He died, indeed, with his lather on mount 
Gilboa, and left the kingdom and the cares of it to 
another ; but " right dear in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of bis saints'." He entered into peace as certainly 
as he walked through life in uprightness. May we all 
" die the death of the righteous," and, not for the cir- 
cumstances, which let us leave to God, but for the sub- 
stance of it, let our " last end be like his '." But if 
so, we mast walk by faith and set our affections on 
things above, and our faith must work by love ; for this 
alone is to put on Christ. " And now abideth faitb, 
hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is 
charity '." 
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SEEMON XIV. 



DAVID, NABAL, AND ABIGAIL. 



1 Samuel xxv. 39. 

" And when David heard that Nabal nas dead, he said, Blessed be 
the Lord, that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from the 
hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil : for the Lord 
hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head." 

Ufon the de&ult and disobedience of Saul, the first 
king of Israel, it pleased Almighty God to nominate 
David to be his successor. Sant was not to be imme- 
diately deposed, nor was David authorized to take any 
steps to possess himself of the throne before it should 
be vacated by Saul's death. Nevertheless Samuel had 
anointed David by God's orders ; and this appears to 
have been generally known throughout the country, 
80 that many looked up to David as their future 
sovereign; and Saul, notwithstanding David's quiet 
behaviour and loyalty to himself, regarded him as the 
person who would prevent the succession of his own 
family to their father's honours. 

And the thought of this, added to the envy which 
he had conceived in his mind, on account of the 
applause which David's valour and wisdom had obtained 
for him, led Saul to persecute David and to plot against 
him for his destruction. David fled, therefore, since 
he could not and would not resist the Lord's anointed. 
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And when the events took place, which are referred to 
ia the text, he was dwelling with a body of men who 
shared his fortunes in the wilderness of Paran. 

In this part of the country there was also abiding at 
the time a man of much wealth, called NabaL The 
name signifies, we are told afterwards, a fool ; and it 
well befitted him that bore it, for " folly was with 
him '," as the passage which I am about to discourse 
upon will testily ; at the same time it shows the con- 
sequences of Nabal's foglish and wicked conduct. 
Besides this, however, we shall find the whole history 
very useful, not only for our caution in such a con- 
dition as Nabal was placed in, but also for guidance 
and consolation under other circinnstances of trial and 
difiiculty. 

Nab^ it appears, was, in worldly respects, a very 
great man. He bad, particularly, "three thousand 
sheep and a thousand goats * ;" and at the time we are 
speaking of, be was shearing his sheep and had made 
a great feast in his house on that occasion. 

David, who was reduced to great necessity in the 
wilderness, heard of this, and he thought it a good 
opportunity for seeking some relief for himself and his 
Imnd. He sent out ten young men therefore, saying, 
" Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet 
him in my name : and thus shall ye say to him that 
liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace 
be to thine house, and peace be unto all that thou 
hast. And now I have heard that thou bast shearers : 
now thy shepherds which were with os, we hurt them 
not, neither was there aught missing unto them, all the 
while they were in Carmel. Ask thy young men, 
and they will show thee. Wherefore let the young men 
find favour iu thine eyes : for we come in a good day : 
give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand 
unto thy servants, and t-o thy son David '." Nothing 
could be more modest, friendly, and respectful, than 
this message was. And there was abundant reason 

' 1 Sam. XXV. 25. * Ver. 3. ' Ver. 5—8. 
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why Nabal should have cheerfully and liberally com- 
plied with the request contained in it. He was rich, 
and could very well af!brd it. The petitioners came 
" in a good day," when the sight of his own wealth and 
prosperity ought to have opened his heart to reflect 
with gratitude on God's goodness to himself, in causing 
his lot to have fallen on so fair a ground, and on bis 
own responsibility, as a faithful steward of the Divine 
bounty, to succour the distresses of bis less prosperous 
neighbour ; all, moreover, which David's messengers 
were instructed to say concerning their master was 
strictly true, as Nabal's servants could have told him, 
and did in iact acknowledge. So that be was under 
great personal obligation to David and bis men, being 
indeed indebted to them for tbe safeguard and security, 
ID that wild country, of those very flocks and herds 
which be was now looking upon with the same sort of 
selfish satisfaction that occupied the mind of him men- 
tioned in the parable, whose grounds had brought forth 
plentifully ^ and who therefore thought that he had 
much goods laid up for him for many years, and that 
he had nothing to do but to eat and drink and enjoy 
himself. Nabal knew, moreover, that David was, in 
his general character, a just and good man ; and if this 
was not enough to have disposed him to kindness 
towards him, he could not have been ignorant of another 
thing which ought to have made him supply his wants 
with zeal. David was tbe Lord's anointed ; the per- 
son by whom He had already wrought a great de- 
liverance in Israel by his victory over Goliath and the 
consequent utter defeat of the Philistine army; and 
the man after God's own heart besides, whom He had 
declared his intention to set upon the throne in due 
season. Nabal, therefore, bad opportunity, if he would 
have considered it, to have received "a righteous man 
in tbe name of a righteous man," and so to have obtained 
for himself " a righteous man's reward * ;" to have shown 
himself on God's side by his care for his chosen servant, 
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and so to bave come within the comprehension of the 
promise, " Them that honour me I will honour '." 

But Nabal was full of himself, and therefore neither 
feared God nor regarded men. He was idolatrouslj 
attached to his wealth ; habitually, I suppose, a low 
and sensual as well as a careless and scornful person, 
and at the time far gone in drunkenness. Accordingly 
nothing can be more insolent and contemptuous, and 
more brutally abusive and exasperating than his reply, 
"Who is David 1" he cries, "and who is the son of 
Jesse ? there be many servants now a days tiiat break 
away every man from his master. Shall I then take my 
bread, and my ^ater, and my flesh that I have killed 
for my shearers, and give it unto men, whom I know 
not whence they be'?" Ihopeand trust, my brethren, 
that it is but seldom that the beggar is sent away from 
our doors with such language, and in such a spirit, as 
this. But let us recollect ourselves on tbat head, and 
I proceed : David was not only rejected, but insulted 
at the same time, by Nabal, as a rebel and a vagabond ; 
and so "his young men turned their way, and went 
again," it is said, "and came and told him all those 
sayings." 

And now see what evil there may be, not dead but 
sleeping, ready to be awakened, even in a good man's 
heart. David's spirit is stirred at once, and, " Gird ye 
on," he commands, " every man his sword '." There 
is no deliberation or inquiry; no consideration of 
whether there may not possibly be some extenuating 
circumstances in the case. Besides, his resentment 
has no measure; it never even occurs to him that 
the punishment must bear no more than a due propor- 
tion to the offence. Self, for the moment, is upper- 
most even in David : should he he so provoked and set 
at nought, and not return it with interest ? " Surely in 
vain," he says, "have I kept all that this fellow hath 
in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all 
that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me 
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evil for good. So and more also do God unto the 
enemies of David, if I leave of all that p^*tain to him 
bj the morning light *." So because Nabal had refused 
to help David, and had given him some abusive lan- 
guage, not the churl himself only, but all his house- 
hold are to be visited at once with indiscriminate 
slaughter. So stung is the proud mind wont to be 
by the mere breath of an insult ! so unreasonable is 
human wrath ! Yet David was not habitually a wrath- 
ful or revengeful man. He had tender tliough warm 
affections. He had high and sound priocipleB and 
much generosity, and was quite capable of returning 
good for evil. He had received before this ten times 
as much injurious treatment from Saul as he had now 
from Nabal, yet when he might have slain him, he did 
but cut off the skirt of his garment, that so he might 
show Saul what he could have done, and prove there- 
by that he liad no evil designs against him. But 
David was in his sober senses on that occasion. In 
the case of Nabal he was taken by surprise, wholly 
off his guard ; and so the malice which still had 
slumbered in his heart rose up at once against his 
better principles, carrying all before it ; and no thanks 
to bim that it did not run its course. 

" Gird ye on every man his sword," he says ; and his 
troop were soon accoutred and on the march. " And 
they girded on every man his sword, and David also 
girded on his sword : and there went up after David 
about four hundred men '." Indeed if we recollect the 
account given of David's followers in another place, we 
may readily imagine that no word of command could 
have been more agreeable to them. *' Every one that 
was in distress," it is said, " and every one that was in 
debt, and every one that was discontented gathered 
themselves unto him ' :" men of broken fortunes, and of 
bad habits probably, and ferocious dispositions, and by 
this time tired of hard fare and wandering in the 
wilderness. Ttiey would naturally enter into their 

■ 1 Sam. XXV. 21, 22. ' Ver. 18. • 1 Sam. xxii. 2. 
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leader's feelings eagerly, and were likely to think that 
he was showing his spirit, as we foolishly say on such 
occaBions, in a way that admirably became him. And 
thus, as sins are seldom single, and the consequences of 
one sin are often manifold, David was here, in all like- 
lihood, the author of much mischief which he had not 
contemplated, and the undoer of his own good deeds. 
For, whatever these men were when they came to 
David, there can he little doubt but they must have 
been improved by this time by association with him ; 
for " he that walketh with wise men, shall be wise ' :" at 
least it is quite clear irom their behaviour to Nabal's 
shepherds that David had brought them under subor- 
dinatiou and good discipline ; but now, by his own act, 
he caused them to be filled with their own ways again. 

When they, whose habitual strictness is a restraint 
upon the licentiousness of others, themselves give the 
word for laxity and wrong, their allowance of it is 
seized with avidity, and direful might have been the 
consequences in the case before us ; but, oh ! how just 
is the exclamation of the Psalmist, " The Lord reign- 
eth; let the earth rejoice^!" What would become of 
us, what would the best of us be, and much more the 
worst, were it not for this sacred truth, " A man's 
heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his 
steps'?" It was not God's pleasure to permit that 
David should disgrace himself further, or effect the 
evil which he purposed ; and He so ordered events as 
to bring him and his to a better mind, and to teach 
them wisdom and humility. 

Servants have sometimes more discretion than their 
masters ; and inferior people, who are but lookers on in 
a transaction, usually see more of the rights and bear- 
ings of a case than they do who are personally engaged ; 
but it depends upon the character of these last, whether 
the observers can do good by interference. When 
Naaman the Syrian went away in a rage, because the 
Prophet, contrary to bis expectation, had bid him wash 

' Proy. xiii. 20. ' Ps. xcvii. 1. 
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in Jordan for the cure of his leprosy, his servants were 
able, by a timely and judicious remonstrance, to bring 
him to his senses ^ not fearing to attempt it, because 
they knew bim to be habitually a reasonable and con- 
siderate man. But, says Solomon, " Let a bear robbed 
of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his 
foUy^." Nabal's servants saw his error plainly enough, 
but they dared not approach to tell bim of it He 
bad, however, a pious and prudent wife, named Abigail, 
and to her one of them addressed himself, as willing to 
be useful to his master, though unable to deal with 
him in his own person : and, " Behold," says he to 
Abigail, " David sent meesengers out of the wilderness 
to ^ute our master; and he railed on them. But 
the men were very good unto us, and we were not 
hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we were 
conversant with them, when we were in the fields: 
they were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the 
while we were with them keeping the sheep. Now 
therefore know and consider what thou wilt do ; for 
evil is determined against our master, and against all bis 
household : for he is such a son of Belial, that a man 
cannot speak to him *." These last words, indeed, were 
not Tery fit to be uttered by a servant concerning bis 
master, if the urgency of the case had not required 
them. But Abigail too well knew the truth of them, 
and took no offence ; indeed, she had something else 
to do ; her situation required promptitude ; so she set 
herself at once to do her best. " Then Abigail made 
haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of 
wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures 
of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and 
two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses. 
And she said unto her servants, Go on before me ; be- 
hold, I come after you. But she told not her husband 
Nabal '." His obstinacy would have spoiled all ; and, 
besides, be was in no condition to be consulted. So 
she acted very properly upon her own responsibility, 

• 2 Kings V. 12, 13. ' Prov. xvii. 12. 

' i Sam. sxv. H— 17. ' Ver. 18, 19. 
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and, it seema, she was but just in time : for " It was 
so, as she rode on the ass, that she came dowo by 
the covert of the hill, and, hehoM, David and his 
men came down against her; and she met them'." 
David had ottered the aogry words we have already 
quoted ; and one of the worst couseqaences of rash 
anger is, that it drives on a man to act when he is not 
his own master, and were much better bound in chains. 
When Abigail saw David, however, she wanted not 
courage to speak to him, and her whole conduct in 
the emergency is very admirable: "She hasted, and 
lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, 
and bowed herself to the ground, and fell at his 
feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this 
iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, 
speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine 
handmaid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this 
man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, bo is 
he ; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him : but 1 
thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, 
whom thou didst send. Now therefore, my lord, as 
the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the 
Lord hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, 
and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now 
let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, 
be as Nabal. And now this blessing which thine 
handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be 
given unto the young men that follow my lord. I 
pray thee, forgive tlie trespass of thine handmaid : for 
the Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house; 
because my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord, and 
evil hath not been found in thee all thy days. Yet a 
man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul : but 
the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of 
life with the Lord thy God ; and the souls of thine 
enemies, them shall he sling oat, as out of the middle 
of a sling. And it shall come to pass, when the Lord 
shall have done to my lord according to all the good 

' Ver. 20. 
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that he hath spoken coDcerning thee, and sliall have 
appointed thee ruler over Israel; that this shall be 
no grief unto thee, nor oflFenee of heart unto my lord, 
either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or tlwt my 
lord hath avenged himself: but when the Lord shall 
have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine 
handmaid ^" 

Nothing can be imagined more befitting the occasion 
than this is ; nothing is left out, nor is there a word too 
much ; and the whole shows Abigail to have been a 
woman of strong faith and great integrity, as well as of 
singular prudence and address. David was evidently 
in a state of mind which made it necessary for her to 
deal very circumspectly ; but though wary, she is not 
afraid of him, and is ae faithful as she is cour- 
teous; she sees bis error, and, indeed, lets him know 
that she does, by implication at least, and honestly 
rebukes him for it. Yet she treats him with that 
respect and reverence which were his just dne, admits 
that he had been grossly insulted, does not pretend to 
palliate the injustice done him, makes every allowance 
for the passion and impetuosity which lie had himself 
exhibited, and, whilst she deprecates the effects which 
seemed likelytofoUowfromit,giveshimfuII credit for the 
general nobility and equity of his character, and makes 
it appear that she is actuated not merely by solicitude 
for the safety of her own household, but also by good- 
will to himself, and a regard for his own true honour 
and real good. Nabal had railed on him as a runaway 
slave; she recognises him as the Lord's anointed, 
acknowledges her cfmviction that he was unjustly 
persecuted by 8aul, prays for his safe deliverance, and 
expre^es her belief that God will exalt him in due 
time, and give him the victory over all his foes. In 
the meanwhile she has brought a present for the relief 
of his temporary necessity ; but she makes very slight 
mention of it, only begging that it may be given to his 
followers, as an expression of the respect she could 

' Ver. SS— 81. 
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□ot but owe to one so honourable in himself, and so 
honoured of the Grod of Israel ; and she concludes with 
the coQBideration which she was confident would have 
moat weight with him, being the man she took him to 
be. If he would bat listen to her, he would not 
invade God's prerogative by avenging himself; and of 
that she was sure he would be glad, when the present 
disturbance his mind was in should be ended, and 
he should have time in his state of peace and prosperity 
to reflect on what had passed. 

Now, says Solomon, " A reproof entereth more into 
a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool '." " Re- 
prove not a scomer, lest he bate thee : rebuke a wise 
man, and he will love thee. Give instruction to a 
wise man, and he will be yet wiser V David's reply 
shows that Abigail had not mistaken him; and that 
those principles were indeed uppermost in him, and 
had the habitual ascendancy over him; which she 
supposed. For, though he accepts her present cour- 
teously, and no doubt thankfully, he does not speak 
like a person merely put into a good humour by having 
his own way conceded to him ; bat like a serious and 
godly man, thankful to have been brought to himself 
from a state of error, and to have been kept from Bin 
when he bad been in the road to it. He begins by 
giving honour to God, but he zealously owns his obli- 
gations also to her who called herself his handmaid : 
" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel," he says, " which 
sent thee this day to meet me : and blessed be thou, 
which hast kept me this day from avenging myself 
with mine own hand. For in very deed, as the Lord 
God of Israel liveth, which hath kept me back from 
hurting thee, except thou badst basted and come to meet 
me, surely there had not been a man lef^ unto Nabal 
by the morning light. So David received of her hand 
that which she had brought him, and said unto her. 
Go up in peace to thine house ; see, I have hearkened 
to thy voice, and have accepted thy person *." 

* Prov. xvii. 10. ' Prov. ix. 8, 9. ' See 1 Sam. xxv. 32—36. 
N 2 



.oo^ Ic 



180 DAVID, NABAL, AND ABIGAIL. [SERM. 

David has now quit himself like David, and the 
history returas to Nabal. Abigail had done her utmost 
to shield her husband irom the consequences of his 
own foUj, and she now came back to him. "And, 
behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a 
king ; and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he 
was very drunken." It would have been worse than 
useless to have attempted to do him any good whilst in 
this condition, " wherefore she told him nothing, less 
or more, until the morning light*." But "As the 
crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of 
a fool '." " The end of that mirth is heaviness '." 
And thus the account of Nabal finishes : " It came to 
pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of 
Nabal, and bis wife had told him these things, that his 
heart died within him, and he became as a stone '." 

With the effects of his wine, the drunkard's valour 
and insolence departed ; he stood aghast and stupified 
when he heard of the danger to which he had exposed 
himself; and about ten days afterwards, God, either 
permitting the effects of his terror and debauchery to 
take their course, or visiting him with some direct 
judgment, " smote Nabal that he died." 

'This David looked upon as God's decision in his 
own favour, and he gives Him thanks accordingly: 
" Blessed be the Lord," he says, " that bath pleaded 
the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and 
hath kept his servant from evil: for the Lord hath 
returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head." 
And then, the prudence and piety of Abigail having 
made deep impression upon David, he sent messengers, 
after the custom of those times, with proposals of 
marriage to her ; and she, on the other band, highly 
esteeming the character of David, and firmly believing 
that God would make good his promises to bim, and 
set him on the throne of Israel, deemed his proposals 
very honourable to herself, and, notwithstanding his 
present difficulties, resolved to share bis fortunes ; and 

' Ver. 36. ' Eccles. vii. 6. 

' Prov. xiv. 18. ' 1 Sam. xxv. 37. 
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accordingly she accepted his offer with much hmnility : 
" Behold, iet thine handmaid be a servant," she says, 
" to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. And 
Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with 
five damsels of hers that went with her ; and she went 
after the messengers of David, and became hia wife '." 

So the history concludes. I liave made, as I pro- 
ceeded, such remarks upon the particulars, as seemed 
necessary for the explanation of them. I will now 
ask your attention to a few practical observations of a 
more general nature, which are suggested by the 
circumstances and behaviour of the principal parties 
concerned. 

And, first, look to Nabal: in his ease you see 
exemplified the danger of prosperity. If it be not 
regarded as specially obliging to prayer and watchful- 
ness, a man bom in sin is sure to make his gold his 
god, and to use his means solely for bis self-indulgence. 
Therefore, if yon are in prosperous circumstances, wait 
not for a change before you think it necessary to call 
upon God for help and guidance: now is your time of 
need, and the Church puts a befitting prayer into your 
mouth : " In all time of our wealth, good Lord, deliver 
us." On the other hand, if yon have not worldly pros- 
perity, covet it not, for it is only asking for responsi- 
bility and danger ; but covet earnestly tbe best gifts, 
the meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which 
God, for Christ's sake, will give you. 

Further, let your worldly wealth be more or less, or 
none at all, take a warning from Nabal against drunken- 
ness, revellings, and such like. Such things take away 
the heart, ruin tbe bodily frame, make people unfit for 
usefulness in this world, and incapable of doing any 
thing in preparation for the next. " The harp,and tbe viol, 
the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts : but 
they regard not the work of tbe Lord, neither consider 
the operation of his hands. Therefore hell hath enlarged 
herself" for them, " and opened her mouth without mea- 

' Ver. 41, 42. 
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sure*." And what a thing will it be, my brethreD, 
for those who have brought themselves to be p»st 
feeling here, to be awakened for the first time there ! 

Looking again at Nabal, consider also how usual a 
thing it is for habits of sensual self-indulgence to be 
accompanied with such churlishness and brutality of 
manners, as are calculated to make those around us 
afraid of speaking to us for our good, and with such 
uncharitable indifference to the coucems of our bre- 
thren, as makes us wholly forget our obligations to them, 
and so sets Grod Himself, whose they are, against us. 
"Be ye filled with the spirit," brethren; " seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousnesB," and all 
things that ye have shall be clean unto you ; helps not 
hindrances. If you have those about you who truly 
love you, you will be capable of profiting by their 
faithful counsels; and if you have wealth, you will make 
yourselves friends of the unrighteous mammon, that 
when you fail they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations. 

Look next tt) Abigail. I have remarked upon ber 
behaviour to David, and need not repeat what has 
been said ; but her conduct to her husband is also well 
worthy to be noted. She did the best she could for 
him, and it was no &ult of hers that she was not further 
successful. She saved Nabal, as far as David's wrath 
against him was concerned; bat she could be of no final 
service to him, because he had filled up the measure of 
his sins against God. It would be well for society, for 
the present comfort of households, and for the souls of 
many, if the saying of Solomon were more considered : 
" A prudent wife is Jrom the Lord ' ;" and again, 
" Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is fiir 
above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely 
trust in her. She will do him good all the days of his 
life^" The Divine institution of marriage is wont to be 
treated viith much levity in the idle talk of foolish 
people. But it is a serious thing; and were it so ac- 

' Isa. v. 12. 14. ' Prov. xix. 14. ' Prov. xxxi. 10 — 12. 
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counted, did both parties seriouslj ooosider tbeir respon- 
sibility to God and to one another, to bear one ano- 
ther's burdens in a special manner, and to watch for one 
another's souls, as hereafter to give account, great evil 
would be avoided and great good accrue, and a most 
beneficial influence would be continuallj exercised. 
" For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou slialt 
save thy husband? and how knowest thou, O man, 
whether thou shalt save thy wife ' ? " " Husbands, love 
your wives," then, " and be not bitter against them *." 
And let "the wife see that she reverence her hus- 
band ^r But, above all, let each remember that the 
other has an immortal soul, and let them set their 
hearts upon so living together that their prayers may 
not be hindered, but that they may be able with one 
mind and one mouth to glorify God. So will they 
indeed he helps meet one for another, and disposed to 
agree together in bringing up their children also in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

A few words I have to add concerning David. 
He was a good man ; but no man still in the body is 
absolutely to be trusted that he will continue in god- 
liness. At least, in the Lord Jesus Christ alone, have 
we the example of one who was proof against surprise. 
*' If I have spoken evil," he says to the one who smote 
him, " bear witness of the evil : but if well, why smitest 
thou me'1" But the same provocation produced an 
angry speech even from St. Paul *. And how David 
was roused to vengeance and tempted to sin you have 
heard. " Let him that thinketh he staudeth, take heed 
lest he fall '." And let no man think he is got beyond 
the necessity of attending always to the precept, 
"Work out your own salvation with fear and trom- 
blingV 

Finally, "if God be with us, who can be against 
usi" David's whole history shows the absolute safety 
of the saints if they will leave all to their master. 
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committing tbemselves to Him that judgeth righteously. 
David's impetuosity respectiog Nabal might have been 
his ruin, certainly would have been his affliction, had 
not God's providence interfered. But he had never 
had occasion to rep«it of bis forbearance with regard 
to Saul. His sparing him, as he did twice when he 
had him in bis power, made an impression for the time 
even upon that envious man himself. " I have sinned," 
he says : " return my son, David ; for I will do more do 
thee harm * ;" and that behaviour of David's was accepted 
and rewarded of God. " Recompense therefore to no 
man evil for evil. If it be possible, as much as lietb 
in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath : 
for it is written. Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith 
the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he thirst, give him drink : Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good *." 

' 1 Sam. xxvi. 21. ' Rom. xii. 17—21. 
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NATHAN AND DAVID. 



" And David said unto Nathan, I have unned against the Lord. 
And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy 
sin ; thou shalt not die." 

The history of the Bible is the only history in the 
world which can he said to relate not only the truth, 
but the whole truth, and that upon all occasions, and 
without respect of persons. Here, indeed, all is open, 
and without disguise. The sacred penmen have no 
prejudices of their own to inculcate, no by-ends, no 
party views to serve. Neither courting the fiivour, nor 
fearing the frowns of any man, they deal impartially 
by all ; relate things simply as they are ; and plainly 
set down the crimes, as well as the virtues, both of 
small and great. They show no tenderness to their 
own personal infirmities ; nor do they ever fail, as oc- 
casion offers, to record the transgressions, even of the 
most eminent of God's servants. Thus the passions 
and weaknesses of Moses, the idolatry of Solomon, the 
presumption and fall of Peter, and the cowardice of 
the rest of the Apostles, are as punctually registered, 
and as circumstantially detailed, as their faith and 
virtues. 
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This inflexible and bold integrity in the sacred 
writers, as it cannot fail to fill us with a high venera- 
tion for their characters, so it has also been the means 
of conveying to us much profitable instruction. This 
we shall readily perceive, if we examine almost any of 
those passages of Holy Writ, in which the failings of 
God's children are set forth. The passage, from which 
the words of my text are taken, is of this kind. It 
contains the well-known account of David's shameful 
fall, which neither fear nor favour has prevented the 
author of the Book of Samuel from recording, with all 
its heavy aggravations. I will briefly state the prin- 
cipal circumstances of the history, and endeavour, as I 
go along, to make such obser^'ations upon them as may 
be useful. 

David had sent Joab bis general, with the armies of 
Israel to war against Rabbah, a chief city of the Am- 
monites ; but he himself, instead of going out to fight 
the Lord's battles, as he was wont, remained at home 
at Jerusalem. Here, no doubt, he might have had 
enough to do, had he been inclined for business. But 
he seems to have attended more to his own ease, than 
to the cares of government ; for we hear of his rising 
" from off bis bed in an eveningtide *." Sloth' is gene- 
rally productive of wickedness ; when the devil finds 
God's servants idle, he seldom faiU to furnish them 
with employment ; accordingly, it was in this interval 
of leisure that he succeeded in seducing David to 
commit adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite. Had the king been occupied in the duties of 
his station, either in the council-chamber, or the camp, 
he had preserved his innocence; for numberless are 
the temptations which those men avoid, who have at 
all times some honest occupation to engage their 
thoughts, and to prevent their eyes from wandering to 
forbidden objects. But such as are " slothful in busi- 
ness," will not long be " fervent in spirit," nor active in 
the service of the Lord ; they wili become slothful also 
' 2 Sam. xj. 2. 
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in tlie busiaese of salvation, vacant and ready to hold 
discourse with Satan ; which if they do, they will 
find him too persuasive for them, and will soon allow 
themselves to be taken captive at his will. This was 
David's case : first, be gurrendera himself to unmanly 
indolence ; and this affords the tempter an opportunity 
of seducing him to adultery. 

The crime, being committed, is next to be concealed; 
and here David, like every other sinner, is obliged to 
stoop to much mean and dishonourable artifice. His 
contrivances, however, prove unsuccessful ; so that, at 
last, he is forced to venture upon bolder measures ; and 
the tempter, having been so long busily employed within 
him, has no great difficulty now in persuading him to 
proceed much further in iniquity than he had at first 
intended. Finding it impossible, with all his art, to 
conceal his adulterous connexion with the wife, he now 
resolves upon murdering the husband : this would, at 
least, preserve him Jrom the effects of Uriah's resent- 
ment ; and, when he was out of the way, Bathsheba 
might, if he pleased, be his own for ever. He will 
not, however, do the deed himself: that might be 
attended with many difficulties: therefore, having first 
received the man with much seeming friendship at his 
table, he contrives to make him carry an order for his 
own destruction to Joab, who is commanded " to set 
him in the forefront of the hottest battle, and then 
retire from him, that he may be smitten, and die '." 
Joab shows no hesitation in executing these bloody 
orders. He had been a murderer himself, and it doubt- 
less pleased him well to see David falling into the 
same guilt ; for the reprobate are always fond of being 
countenanced in their iniquities by others, and espe- 
cially by those who are eminent in the profession of 
religion. The plot laid against Uriah succeeds, and he 
is slain. His fall, indeed, is accompanied with that of 
some other valiant soldiers ; but this (so hardened is be 
now become) gives David not the least uneasiness ; for. 
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when Joab's mesaenger brings him tidings of the 
disaster, taking due care, as he had been directed, to 
inform him that Uriah was among the slain, he replies 
coldly, " Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this 
thing displease thee, for the aword devoureth one as 
well as another : make thy battle more strong against 
the city, and overthrow it: and eoeonrage thou 
him '." And now, every thing having succeeded to 
his wiahea, David thinks nothing remains but quietly to 
enjoy the wages of his sin ; wherefore, after Bathsbeba 
has mourned a few days, for decency's sake, he sends 
openly for her to his house, and she becomes his wife, 
and bears him a son °. 

Here is, indeed, a horrible complication of iniquities. 
The aggravations of David's guilt are so numerous, that 
I must only mention a few of the most conspicuous. 

David was a king, whom God had entrusted with 
the sword of justice, and with the execution of the law 
upon other criminals, particularly upon adulterers, who 
were by law to be put to death. For him, therefore, to 
be guilty of such crimes, was to make himself a pattern, 
when he should have been a terror, to evil-doers. It 
was to harden the hearts of all the sinners in Israel, as 
no doubt it did, particularly in the case of Joab. Uriah, 
whom he had wronged, was one of his own worthies *, 
— a person of honour and virtue ; one who was abroad 
in his service, hazarding his life in the field for the 
safety of him and his kingdom. Almost every thing 
that is recorded of him, gives us a high notion of his 
worth as a religious man and a valiant soldier; and, 
indeed, David himself could have no mean opinion of 
his integrity, otherwise (considering how suspicious 
wickedness always is) he would not have dared to 
trust him with the letter to Joab. But Bathsbeba, 
after all, was the person most deeply injured. He 
took away the life of the husband ; but, as far as in 
him lay, he robbed the wife of her salvation. Till drawn 
by him and his influence into this wickedness, she had 
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probably preserved her purity; and perhaps no other 
person in the world but David could have prevailed 
upon her to " forsake the guide of her youth, and forget 
the covenant of her God '." But dishonesty grows bold, 
when it is countenanced by greatness ; and tbey seem 
to sin by authority, who are solicited by the mighty. 

It appears to have been a great while after David 
had been guilty of adultery with Bathsheba, before he 
was brought to any serious repentance for it. Till 
Nathan was sent, which was not till afl;er the thing 
became public by the birth of the child, he at least 
made no open avowal of his contrition. No doubt his 
heart must have smitten him in secret; but, like all 
other sinners, he endeavoured, as long as he was able, 
to forget God, and to console himself for the loss of 
his spiritual pleasures, in the enjoyment of his sin, 
God, however, had not forgotten him ; for we read 
" the thing that David had done displeased the 
Lord *." 

But the Lord willeth not the death of a sinner, but 
that he turn from his evil way and live. Accordingly, 
having beheld David's fiill, we are now to consider 
God's methods in his recovery. 

'* And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he 
came unto him, and said unto him. There were two 
men in one city ; the one rich, and the other poor. The 
rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds : but 
the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe Iamb, 
which he had bought aud nourished up : and it grew 
up together with him, and with his children ; it did 
eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay 
in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And 
there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared 
to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress 
for the wayfaring man that was come unto him ; but 
took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man 
that was come to him." This passage cannot fail to 
suggest reflections well worthy of our serious attention. 
' Prov. ii. 17. ' 2 Sam. xi. 27. 
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From it we maj observe what art and address is re- 
quisite in reproving sinners, particularly if they happen 
to be our superiors in age or station. Few people like 
to be told of their faults ; much less can superiors bear 
it from those beneath them. It must, therefore, be 
managed with great discretion, otherwise we do more 
hann than good. Nathan, though a prophet, and com- 
missioned by God, yet preserves the respect and decency 
due to a king. He does not begin by upbraiding him 
with his crimes, but insinuates hia complaint in a well- 
devised parable, and thereby induces the king, before 
he is aware, to give sentence against himself. We 
should do well to imitate his conduct as occasion offers. 
If we accompany our admonitions with bitter invectives 
against the sinner, however wholesome our advice may 
be, we shall only exasperate, not reform him. Ill man- 
ners and ill langoage are always out of season. An 
angel would not bring "a railing accusation," even 
against a devil *. " Brethren," says St. Paul, " if a man 
be overtaken in a ianlt, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted '." It behoves us to 
pray to God continually, that He would fill our hearts 
with a prudent zeal for his glory, with devout humility, 
and a sincere love for the souls of men ; and then, if 
reli^on require it of us, we " shall have boldness to set 
our feces like a flint," and to show the haughtiest of 
sinners their transgression ; but, at the same time, as 
the Apostle directs, we shall " count hira not as an 
enemy, hut admonish him as a brother '." 

But to proceed with the history. "And David's 
anger was greatly kindled against the man ; and he 
said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man tliat hath 
done this thing shall surely die : and he shall restore 
the lamb fourfold, because be did this thing, and 
because he had no pity." 

The behaviour of David, at the first bearing of 

* See Jude ver. 9. " Gal. vi. 1. ' 2Thess. iii. 15. 
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Nathan's parable, (which be takes to be a narrative of 
real facts,) deserves to be particularly noted. It is a 
striking instance of that self-ignorance and self-deceit 
which is so common in the world ; of our readiness to 
condemn with unpitying severity those very faults in 
others which we practise ourselves without remorse. 
For, with wonderful quick-sightedness do men behold 
" the mote " which is in their brother's eye, whilst 
scarcely any thing can bring them to consider " the 
beam " which is in their own eye *. So it was with 
David: he had, indeed, committed adultery and murder; 
but, without doubt, he had iramed some softening ex- 
cuses to himself, and palliated the matter to his own 
conscience; for he seems (as I have already noticed) 
to have continued many months without any serious 
sense of the enormity of bis guilt ; and he might have 
hardened his heart much longer, if God bad not sent 
Nathan to bring him to a sense of his sin. But when 
the prophet appears, and informs him of a flagrant act 
of oppression, committed, as be supposes, by another 
person, be is at no loss to perceive the iniquity of the 
deed : his impartial judgment immediately decides 
open it ; and be exclaims, " As the Lord livetb, the 
man that hath done this thing shall surely die *." 

This was exactly what Nathan wanted, and he in- 
stantly retorts upon him, " Thou art the man." Thou 
thyself art the person who bast been guilty of this 
heinous wickedness, and therefore by thine own sen- 
tence thou dost deserve to die. Self-deceived as he 
had been, David is now awakened. The prophet, 
therefore, assumes the tone of an ambassador from 
God, and proceeds, in language as plain as it is severe, 
to charge his crimes upon him, to aggravate them by a 
rehearsal of God's loving-kindness towards him, and to 
pronounce the sentence of Divine wrath against him : 
" Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand 
of Saul ; and I gave thee thy master's house, and thy 
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niaster'a wives into tby bosom, and gave thee the house 
of Israel and of Judah ; and if that had been too little, 
I would moreover have given unto thee such and 
such things. Wherefore hast thou despised the com- 
mandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight? Thou 
hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast 
taken bis wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with 
the sword of the children of Ammon. Now there- 
fore the sword shall never depart from thine house ; 
because thou bast despised me, and bast taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy vnfe. Thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, I vrill raise up evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before 
thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he 
shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For 
thou didst it secretly : but I will do this thing before 
all Israel, and before the sun'." These were dreadful 
threatenings ; but David was now convinced that he 
had well deserved them. Instead, therefore, of at- 
tempting to justify himself, be instantly submits, and 
replies in the genuine spirit of repentance, " I have 
sinned against the Lord." His words are few (for true 
penitence is not talkative), but they have an extensiTe 
meaning. I do not intend, however, to enter now on 
the consideration of them, suffice it to say, at present, 
that David bec&me in due season more exemplary for 
his humiliation, than he had been infamous for his 
sins. And the great Searcher of hearts, knowing, at 
the instant, that the good work was begun within him, 
put into the mouth of Nathan those gracious words, 
" The Lord also hath put away thy sin ; thou shalt not 
die. Howbeit," the Prophet adds, "because by this 
deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is bom unto 
thee shall surely die." 

There is this great evil in the scandalous sins of 
those who profess to be the servants of God, that they 
furnish the enemies of religion with matter for re- 



' 2 Sam. xii. 7—12. 
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proach and blasphemy; and thua in all ages, will 
Satan's children triumph when God's children iaJl. 
The wisdom of the Almighty, therefore, will take care 
to vindicate his honour; and while He loves and will 
forgive the sinner. He will not fiiil to manifest his 
hatred for the sin. Thus it was in the case of David. 
As Nathan had prophesied, the child died; nor did 
the sword ever depart from his house. With a pecu- 
liar fitness in his punishment to the nature of his 
crime, his foes were they of his own household. His 
Very children, Absalom especially, became his torment ; 
and, with respect to things temporal, he lived ever after 
a man of sorrows. 

It is not, however, only to justify himself in the 
eyes of his enemies, that the Lord thus chastens his 
children, but rather for their own profit, that they 
may be "partakers of his holiness*." His corrections, 
though bitter, are the fruits of his love; and as such 
they are to be received by us, not only with patience 
and submission, but also with thanksgiving. They are 
sent to draw us to God, not to drive us from Him; to 
keep alive in our hearts a sense of our sin, as well as 
of his mercy ; that so we may be more vigilant for the 
time to come, continuing instant in prayer, and walk- 
ing humbly with our God. 

That such was their effect upon David, the sub- 
sequent history shows ; and herein we may follow him. 
He earnestly entreated God for the child whilst it was 
yet alive, but when it was actually dead, he bore his 
chastisement without a mnrmnr. " He arose Irom 
the earth, and went into the Lord's house, and 
worshipped'." And it would be our wisest conduct 
to act thus, if it should please God at any time to 
afflict us for our sins : for the best way to have our 
temporal losses made up to us, is cheerfully and 
piously to resign God's gifts, whenever it shall please 
Him to require them. " The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away;" under all events, "blessed be 

" Heb. xii. 10. ' 2 Sam. xii. 20. 
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the name of the Lord'." Repentuit David resigned 
himself in this numiler to God's disposal ; and acoord- 
ingly he remained not long without a visible mark of 
God's favour; foi'the next thing ve read of is the birth 
of Solomon*. God, who took away one child to signify 
his displeasure at David's crime, now merciflilly gives 
him another, to show bis acceptance of his repent- 
ance. 

And here the historj conclndes. I have made some 
observatkms, which seemed naturally to arise froth 
the various parts and citcnmstaueed of it ; and I have 
omitted many which your own reflections will supply. 
In its general purport, the account deserves the serious 
attention of two sorts of men. 

And first, unto you who have hitherto stood firm in 
the good fight of &ith, I would address myself and 
say, in the words of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
" Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
&11 '." You have before your eyes a woeful spectacle 
of human frailty. If ever there were a man on earth 
whom we might have supposed exempt from falling, 
and beyond the power of temptation, surely H should 
Lave been " the man who was raised up on high,*" in 
spiritual endowments as well as by eminence of station ; 
surely it should have been *' the anointed of the God 
of Jacob, ihe sweet Psalmist of Israel '." Does not 
the fearful fall of such a man, from so great a lieight, 
call imperatively upon you to Consider yottrselves lest 
ye also be tempted ; and to wotk ont y6ur salvation 
with fear and trembling? If bt^ whose tender eoti- 
science smote him when he cut <^ ihe skirt of Ms 
enemy's gsrment,i could, of a sodden, become to har- 
dened in iniquity as to set his friend in the front of the 
battle, that he might die ; how can you assure yoti^- 
selves that, betanse yoor conscience is awake and tender 
now, it shall be so always } Remember what ^ou are : 
not glorified angels, bat w'6ak probatioaer»; obildren 
of &llen Adam, shapen in iniquity, and eoDcelTed in 
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sin. Rcoi^mbei- tbst " yoar adVenlarj the detil, aa h 
roaring Hon, walketfa abont, seeking whom he amy 
devour '." Becolleet that, wheneTfir he assails you, he 
is too sure of an ally in yonr own unextinguiBbed, 
though, it may be, mortified corruption ; and " be tober, 
be vigilant," test in some hour of vacancy and self- 
indulgebce he inihraate himself into those deceitful 
hearts of yours, and teach you, by sad experience^ the 
danger of security. I saT>poee you are not BtroDget in 
the faith than " the man after" God's " own heart *." If, 
therefbre (as is certainly the case) you are liable to be 
tempted as David was, bow can yon be sure that yoo 
shall not &I1 like him? Beware of presumptuons 
confidences ; behold what man is, what ycm yourselves 
are, and learn to distrust yourselves; lean upon God 
alone, lean upon Him continually; you are in continual 
need of his support, therefore pray unto Him every 
day of your lives (never forget it, as you value your 
soul's security) that He would not lead yon into temp- 
tation, but deliver you from the evil one. And as you 
pray, so also watch, — watch against the occasions of 
falling, tread not upon the brink of a precipice, have 
no company with sinners, hold ilo diBOoUrse with Satan, 
but " flee from sin as from the face of a serpent ; for 
if f hou comest too near it, it will bite thee ; the teeth 
thereof axe as the teetb of a lion slaying the soulfi of 
men *." 

But, M I would recommend the oonsidef^tion of 
David'd fall to BOtae, aa a lesson of caution, lest th6y 
should foesume, do most I not forget t5 set forth the 
mercies of God in bis subsequent recovery and accept^ 
ance to others, as a lesson of ^ncouiiagemeBt, lest tiiey 
should despair; 

You have heard the history of David's fisll ; you Iritvo 
considered the hean^ aggravations of his guilt; most 
jnstly (as yoti have teen) did he pronounce sentence 
against himself when he exclaimed, ** The man that hath 
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done this thing shall 9urely die." Bnt behotd the 
tender mercies of your God ! As David's own saying 
was the voice of the law awarding death unto sin, as 
its proper wages; so Nathan's was the voice of the 
Gospel awarding life to repentance through the un- 
merited grace of God : " The Lord hath put away thy 
sin ; thou shalt not die." Whatsoever the malady has 
been, never any soul applied this remedy and died ; 
never any son! escaped which applied it not. 

" Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out';" for God baa granted unto 
you also " repentance unto life '." As David's sorrow 
was accepted through virtue of the promised seed, the 
" Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ' ;" shall 
not your sorrow be accepted also, seeing that promise 
is now actually made good, and " Christ is not entered 
into the holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true; but into heaven iteelf, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us * ?" 

It is through faith in his blood that your penitence 
becomes efiectual to salvation ; it is in consideration of 
his merits alone, that God accepts it. Let it only be 
your care not to deceive yourselves in this momentous 
business. 

That ye may indeed be found in Christ having that 
righteousness which is of God by &ith ', take care 
that your repentance be not merely in word and in 
tongue, but in deed also and in truth. Be ready, like 
David, to judge yourselves, that ye be not judged of 
the Lord ; acknowledge freely your transgression ; re- 
ceive with meekness and thanksgiving whatsoever cor- 
rection it shall please God to lay upon you. Pray 
that you may be delivered, not only fi^m the punish- 
ment^ but also from the defilement of sin. " Wash you, 
make you clean . . . cease to do evil; learn to do 
well ' ;" and when, though the all-powerful efficacy of 

• Actsiii. 19. ' Acts xi. 18. * Rev. xiJi. 8. 

• Heb. ix. 24. ' See Phil. Ui. 9. ' Im. j. 10, 17. 
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that second Adam, who " was made a quickening 
spirit \" ye shall have risen " from the death of sin unto 
the life of righteousness V' be thenceforth "stedfast, 
unmoTeable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord '." 

* See 1 Cor. xv. 45. * Burial Service. ' 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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"And the kii^ said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto 
him, Cuise David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou 
done so 7 " 

It was a strange history which the services of the day 
led me to consider in my last discourse : the fearful 
fall of an eminent eaint of God into gross and aggra- 
vated sin. By God's grace, however, this man, Itevid, 
repented and was for^ven : and hence the fallen may 
learn not to despair. Tlirough the corruption of man's 
heart, however, the record of these things has often 
been abused, and is like enough to be abused again. 
This will not he the case with as, if we honestly 
attend to what remains of David's history ; to which 
therefore let us look, for that caution and instruction 
in righteousness, which is so much needed by the best 
of us ; and then I think it will be made clear to us, 
that God bates sin in none more than in his own elect ; 
that if we have sinned wilfully, though our souls 
should be saved, our sin is sure, in some way or other, 
to find us out in this world ; that God will vindicate 
his own honour where his servants have betrayed it; 
and that the child of God who has given occasion to 
the Lord's enemies to blaspheme may go mourning all 
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his dajB loDg, notwithstwdmg that be maf not be left 
altogether withoat spiritual (MuisoIatioDB, and though 
he may accept the puDishnieqt of bis iniquity in all 
humility, and by roeana of it grow ia ^aoe- So tha^ 
there is nothing in David's history to diminiBh tbe 
dread of sin. but quite the contrary. 

The child which Uriah's wife h&d borne unto David 
died'- That was the first rebuke which the adulterer 
received after bia repentance. But the word bad gone 
forth from the Lord besides, " I will raise up evil 
against thee out of thine own bouseV And it aoon 
began to be awfully verified; nor was the curse 
withdrawn till David's dying day. The next chapter 
records the rape of Tamar, his daughter, by hm half- 
brother Amnon ; the murder of (hat same Amnon 
by another of David's sons, Tamar's full-brother Abaa- 
lom^ Then we have the weak consent of David to 
permit this Absalom, who had fled to Geshur, and 
might much better have been suflfered to remain there, 
to return to Jerusalem*. And then immediately 
follovrs an account of the base return by which that 
worthless spoiled child repaid his father's kindness. 
The first thing be did was to steal away from David 
the hearts of the men of Israel by fair speeches and 
lying courtesies ; and then he proceeded to open rebel- 
lion against bim ; upon the bearing of which David 
was constrained to flee, taking with him tbe few 
friends who remained faithful to bia cause'. 

X mean, however, to eonfine myself now to one 
passage in the history, which records a special insult 
and act of ill-usage which David met with, Mid the 
manner in which he behaved under tbe provocation 
given him. 

It is thus related in the words which immediately 
precede my text 

" When king David," in the coarse of his flight 
from Absalom, " oame to Baburim, behold, thence 
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came out a man of tlie iumilj of the house of Saul, 
whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera : he came 
forth, and cursed still as he came. And he cast stones 
at David, and at all the servants of king David : and 
all the people and all the mighty men were on his 
right band and on his left. And thus said Shimei 
when he curaed, Come out, come out, thou bloody man, 
and thou man of Belial : the Lord hath returned upon 
thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead 
thou hast reigned ; and the Lord hath delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son ; and, be- 
hold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art 
a bloody man*." 

As nothing could well be more irritating and trying 
than these bitter and malicious taunts, so neither could 
any thing be more unjust It is hard to bear insults 
in any fallen fortunes, especially when they come from 
people so truly contemptible as this Shimei was, whose 
subsequent behaviour shows, that, had David been in 
prosperous circumstances, be would have been as 
zealous in flattering bim as he was now in exulting 
over hie distress. For when Absalom's rebellion was 
crushed, Shimei was the first to make abject submis- 
sion to the king^. And though now it might not 
seem unnatural, Shimei being what he was in charac- 
ter, and a member of Saul's family, that his spleen 
and ill-will should manifest themselves against him 
who had superseded Saul in the kingdom, there yet 
really was not, and Sbimei might have known it, any 
thing in David's behaviour towards Saul with which 
he might feirly be reproached. God called David to 
the throne upon Saul's default, which David had 
nothing at all to do with ; and David did nothing to 
possess himself of the supreme authority as long as 
God permitted Saul to hold it. On the contrary, he 
was a great friend and helper to him, and very for- 
bearing and tender of bim, rendering him good for 

' 2 Sam. xvi. S— 8. ' 2 Sam. xix. 16 — 20. 
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evil when he had opportunity of revenge, and was 
indeed earnestly and specioualy urged to seize it. 
Therefore it was most injurious to represent David's 
misfortunes as a judgment npon him for his treatment 
of Saul, and to call him a man of blood, and a man of 
Belial, when indeed he had shown such conscientious 
loyalty and such forbearing pity and mercy. Stung, 
therefore, as David must have been at this time, and 
wounded in the tenderest points, it would not have 
been very wonderful if he had instantly resented 
Shiraei's most malicious and aggravating attack. Most 
persons would have done so. And there were former 
periods of David's life when he would not have put up 
vrith the aflfront, as we shall see presently that he did, 
in this case, with patience and humility. 

But David had learnt by this time, that there are 
two ways of looking at injuries received ; and that what 
is very evil and hlameable as done by man, may be 
permitted by Grod in perfect righteousness, and even in 
exceeding love. 

Shimei having vented his malice, " Then said 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah nnto the king. Why should 
this dead dog curse my lord the king ? let me go over, 
I pray thee, and take off his bead. And the king 
said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah ? 
So let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto 
him. Curse David. Who shall then say. Wherefore 
hast thou done so? And David said to Abishai, and 
to all his servants, Behold, my son, which came forth 
of my bowels, seeketh my life : how much more now 
may this Bei^amite do iti Let him alone, and let 
him curse : for the Lord hath bidden him. It may be 
that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and that 
the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this 
day. And as David and his men went by the way, 
Shimei went along on the hill's side over against him, 
and cursed as he went, and threw stones at him, and 
cast dust. And the king, and all the people that 
were with him, came weary, and refreshed themselves 
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tbere' ;" that is, at Bahurim, whitlier they yf&Q pro- 
ceeding when all this took place. 

So the passage ends. I need dwell no further *]poQ 
the behaviour of Shimei ; he could ouree the Icipg. it 
seemed, with impunity, ^d ^o he persisted in it as 
long ^ the opportunity lasted. There is no reason to 
suppose that he oyer repented ; and by an in/atuated 
act of presumption pf bis own, he delivered himself into 
the hands of the avenger of blood at Ifist ; and so, though 
David ^ared him after Absalom's defeat, he got the 
righteous reoompense of his mokedness in the eud, 
which you will find recorded in the secon'd chapter of 
the First 3ook of Kings. 

But^ look we now to David himself, and to God's 
dealings with him by Shimei's instrumentiUity. The 
Lord, it will be found, js holy in all his works. Da- 
vid, it will appear, bad become a changed man, through 
God's blessing upon his afflictions ; and the narrative is 
for instruction in righteousness to us all. 

David had been tried with honour and pnuse of 
men, with success, and prosperity, and wealth, and 
power. The Lord had taken him from the sheepfold 
to rule his people Israel ; had delivered him out of the 
band of Sftul ; had given him his master's house ; bad 
recognized him as better than he ; and was willing to 
have stood by him. and to have done more for him. 
And though David's behavionr had exhibited some 
infirmity and acane sinful impetuosity, he bad, in the 
main, toiled up-hill to gr^tneas in ft mftpner highly 
creditable to himself, and had exhibited, through 
grace, not only admirable courage and much discre- 
tion, but also high integrity, a noble faith, and s 
lovely spirit of charity. But when he arrived at the 
pinnacle of big fortunes, he had most awfully forgotten 
himself and his Divine Master too. And then it was 
no more befitting that he should abide longer in proEh 
perity, than that fallen Adam should cont4nue to 

• 2 awn. ^Ti. 9—U. 
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dwell io puadiw). It was aeithep for God's honour 
Dor for bu ovo true good. His la^lt would be re- 
membered agaioBt him to tho last, and God took core, 
therefore, as I aaid at the firet, to make evident how 
much he bad forfeited and loat hj it. Nobody could 
tbink that David btd sianed with impuoity who beheld 
his &Ilen coaditloQ ; and though he had much worse 
things to bear than the eurse causeleas of such a <me 
«8 Sbimd, that pereon'a behaviour was well calculated 
to m&rk and declare how low David had &l)eq, and to 
lay his hcwour in the du&t. Yet the Lord, in what He 
p^mitted. did but act conformably with tbe doctrine 
delivered by bis Apostle St Paul, bo many ages after- 
wards, where, speaking of God'a people aa visited with 
rebukes, he says : " But when we are judged, we aro 
ebsstened of the Lord, that we should not be oon- 
demned with the world*." God's dealings with David, 
as they vero mercy to the Churd), to teach every 
member of it, in all ages, to flee Irom sin as froiji the 
face of a serpent, so likewise, in another way, they 
were mercy to David himself, and the graoe so be- 
stowed upon him was not in vain. 

David was much changed and bene6ted thereby* 
" Dearly beloved," says St Paul, " avenge not youi^ 
selves, but rather give place unto wrath '." " Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good'." 
This is a prime part of Christian duty, and be is iar 
advanced in Divine life who has attained to it. Then 
compare David, as before as now, with his former 
self in this respect. The instant that David was made 
acquainted vrith Nabat's discourteous treatment of the 
messengers, whom be had sent to ask help of him in 
his distress, bis resentment was up in arms at onoe. 
*• Gird ye on every num his sword *," he cries ; he needs 
no prompter. But how different is it now under a very 
much greater provocation ! Abishai would not have 
been long in taking off the head of " the dead dog," 
as be called him, who had cursed " my lord the king." 

' 1 Cor.xi. 32. ' Rom. xii. 19. 

■ Rom. XXV. 21. ' 1 Sam. xsv. 13. 
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But the Icing was a broken-hearted peniteut now, and 
had a sense of his own sins upon his mind ; which both 
absorbed all thought of his dignities, and prevented all 
consideration of the sin of others. David was sufler- 
iog in his own person the due reward of his own evil 
deeds. He felt himself to be in no condition to exe- 
cute judgment, he was thinking of the murder of 
Uriah the Hittite, of his defilement of Bathsbeba, of 
the great occasion which he had himself given thereby 
to the Lord's enemies to blaspheme ; what had he to 
do with " the mote which was in his brother's eye" when, 
behold, what "a beam" there was in his "own eye?" 
Indeed, his own son was seeking bis life ; and was it 
likely that He whose goodness and mercy had so long 
followed him would have permitted this unnatural and 
monstrous assault upon him, had there not been a 
cause ? He must submit to the righteous judgment of 
God in that ; how much more, then, to the insults of 
that Benjamite ! " Let him alone, then, and let him 
curse," he says ; " for the Lord hath bidden him *." 

Here we have the clue to David's whole behaviour. 
Shimei, howbeit he meant not so, neither did his heart 
think so, was, to David, the rod of God's anger '. And 
saith the Scripture, " Hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it *." David had received good at the band 
of the Lord as long as he knew how to use it. Should 
he not now most submissively receive evil when his 
sin had so specially called for it? In early life he 
bad learnt and exercised Jaith and trust, and had found 
the advantage of them in his many deliverances from 
his enemies; but now he had need to learn other 
things, patience, submission, resignation. And having 
once been honoured, by being made through grace an 
ensample to the Lord's people, he must now, since he 
had turned away from tbe holy commandment de- 
livered to him, submit to be held up to view after 
another fiishion, to be a beacon instead of an example ; 
to be made as it were to cry out, with the leper, " Un- 

* 2 Sam. xvi. 11. ' See Isa. x. S. ' Micah vi. 9. 
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clean, uoolean '," as he came into the presence of 
God's worshippers. But this he was willing to do; 
and, being so, bis spirit was not without a secret conso- 
lation. Had his heart fretted against the Lord, his 
burden would never have been lightened: but toge- 
ther with submission came hope ; and the general state 
of his mind is that which is so beautifully delineated 
by the prophet Micah : " 1 will look unto the Lord ; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation ; my God will 
hear me. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy : 
when I Jail, I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light unto me. I vriti bear the indig- 
nation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, 
until He plead my cause, and execute judgment for me : 
He will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold 
his righteousness. Tben she that is mine enemy shall 
see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me, 
Where is the Lord thy God ' ?" 

Some such confidence as this it should seem that 
David had, even whilst he smarted grievously under 
the rod of God's rebuke ; for, " it may be, that 
the Lord will look on mine affliction," he adds, " and 
that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this 
day." 

And now I say there is much to be gathered irom 
the history for ourselves; and let us take, therefore, 
another glance at it for that purpose. 

It is possible enough, and through grace it may he 
done vnth much inward satisfaction of spirit all along, 
"manflilly to fight under Christ's banner against sin, 
the world, and the devil," whilst we see our danger, 
and trust to God for help. But " let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall ' ;" it is not so easy 
to "continue Cbrist's faithful soldiers and servants" 
under all conditions " to our life's end '." We are more 
upon our guard when coniTonting opposition, than 
when enjoying the fruits of victory. David tarried at 
Jerusalem, and gave himself up to undue relaxation 

' See Lev. xiii. 4S. ' Micah vii. 7 — 10. 

* 1 Cor. X. 12. ' Baptiamal Service. 
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and indolence^ anil then he felK If we haie received 
grace to be faithful hitherto, let us not pride OTirseives 
thereon, or think ourBelves privile^d to take onr eaae 
for a season ; bat look upon oarselves as more than 
ever bound to watch sod pray that we fbrsaike not the 
Lord when He so merdfnllj leads as hj the way, re- 
membering that {mtient continuance in well-doing is the 
only safe course, and only sure method, for lengthening 
out our tranquilliiy. 

Be it supposed, however, that we have fallen from 
our own stediastness, which is the case that the his- 
tory before us peculiarly calls apon us to cotasider. 

Then, the way to honour God, fts we may gather 
from the demeaooar of David, and the way of duty and 
tnre repentabce, if we would recover ouiBelves out of 
the snare of the devil when we have been taken 
captive by him at his will,— is, by a humble abd patient 
submission to Divine chAstisehleiit, dnd an acquiescent 
aokhowledgment of the jastice and fitncJm of Divine 
rebakes. We shosld not, however, surrender ourselvei 
to despair, as if tbe Lord would certainly stbsent Himself 
for ever, and was not wont in wrath to reme^b^r 
mercy ; for this had in' it less of hnmiKt^ than of hifi- 
delity and unworthy thoughts of God. 

" I acknowledge my transgresdons," Enys David him- 
self: "and my sin is ever before me. Against tltee, 
thee only, have T sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest," that is, to protiotmc^ sentence against me, 
"and be clear when thou judgestV And this must be 
our language afaw. Our Misdeeds prevail against us, ]t 
may be. Our ehelnies have us in derision; we are 
Boomed, reviled^ reproached ; oar loins are smitten with 
a Bore diseam perhkp^ and there is no whole pott in 
oar body ; our spirits are sunk, oor eoer^es are broken, 
we water Our couch with our tears. We cannot do the 
things which we would. We cannot arise and go 
ii»rth in the strength of the Lord, any more ttmn 

" Ps. li. », 4. 
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Samaon ooald when his Nazarite's voir was lnx>keii. 
Nothing seems to prosper with us. God is inaccessible 
and against ns : " He hath set me in dark places," we 
say, "as they that be dead of old. He bath hedged me 
abiJDt, that I cannot get out : He hath made mj chain 
heavy. Also when I cry and shont, He shntteth out 
my prayer *." What, then ! Snrely He is righteoas, 
and we need no more wonder than rebel. " Wherefore 
doth a living man complain, a man for the punish- 
ment of hia sim*?** Has He smitten us b^ond our 
ill deservings ? Is not what is left us £ir beyond an equi- 
valent for any oar good deaerrings? What are they? 
" The wages of sin is death *," that is undeniable ; bnt 
every good thing is of grace, — a free gift from God. 
And how know we bow much is necessary to vindicate 
God's honour before a misjudging world, and to break 
oQr own stubborn wills ? And besides, is not all that 
has befallen us in the natural course of things ? Do we 
not know« beforehand, that fire will bam, and so keep 
onr distance 1 And did we not know, beforehand, just 
as well concerning sin, that, at the last, it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder 1 Why should 
God work a miraeie to prevent the consequences? 
Why should not the sinaer eat of the fruit of his own 
way? Or even if the wound is healed, why should not 
the scar be left? or the lameness remain though the 
broken limb be set ? The prophet, whose words I have 
before quoted, follows them up at once by a declaration 
of our duty: "Let ub search and try our ways, and 
turn again to the Lord ^." This ia what we have to do ; 
and then as to the consolation, "Tarry thou," says 
David, " the Lord's leisure '." 

However, when the serpent bad bitten of old, God 
did send the remedy by the hand of hia servant Moses. 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must," we know, *' the Son of man he lifted 
up : that whosoever believeth in Him should not perisli, 

• Lam. iii. 6 — 8. ' Lam. iii. 39. ' Rom. vi. 2. 

' Lftin. iii. 40, ' Pi. xxvii, 1 6, Fmyer-Book Veraion. 



Lljll.., yv^ioO^lc 



208 DAVID AND SHIMEI. 

but have eternal life. For God so loved the 
world, that He gave his only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world ; but that the world through 
Him might be saved ^." Here let the chastened rest ; 
hereon let his heart be fixed ; and, having the hope 
herein afforded him, he may well possess his soul in 
patience, not rendering evil for evil, or railing for rail- 
ing, if be meets with it ; but, contrariwise, blessing ; 
committing himself the while to Him that judgeth 
righteously. Though thou hast sinned, yet forget 
not that Christ hath died, yea, rather is risen again, 
and also maketh intercession for thee. In his name 
come to God, not to complain of afflictions, but to 
seek to have them sanctified, so that it may be good 
for thee to have undergone them. In his name abide 
with God in asking pardon for the offences which have 
made correction necessary. And then, though you 
may long have to say with David, "Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted 
within me?" yet you may proceed with him, "Hope 
thou in God : for I shall yet praise Him, who is the 
health of my couBtenance, and my God *." 

• John iii. 14—17. ' Pa. xlii. 11. 



Digitized ty Google 



SERMON XVII. 



THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET. 



" And nfaen he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him : 
and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the 
lion also stood by the carcase." 

We have in tbis chapter the aflfecting history of a 
good man dying under the Divine rebuke. The right 
exposition of this history is not perfectly obvious to 
all sorts of persons ; bat it affords, when properly un- 
derstood, much instruction. I shall, therefore, now 
employ myself in making some remarks upon it. 

We read in the preceding chapter, that Jeroboam, 
the SOD of Nebat, had i*evolted from his master, Reho- 
boam, the son of Solomon, and, drawing ten of the 
tribes of Israel after him, had established a separate 
kingdom for himself. This done, it occurred to him, 
that if his new subjects were to be permitted, accord- 
ing to the commandment of God, to go up, from time 
to time, to worship at Jerusalem, they might be led 
(in consequence of such frequent intercourse with the 
tribe of Judah) to return to their allegiance to- the 
family of David. To prevent this, " the king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto 
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the people, It is too much for you to go up to Jeru- 
salem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one 
in Beth-el, and the other put he in Dan. And this 
thing," says the sacred historian, "became a sin'." It 
was a flagrant breach of the Second Commandment, in 
which is forbidden the making of any image of the 
Lord Jehovah: it corrupted the simplicity and spiritu- 
ality of God's worship ; and had a direct tendency to 
introduce that still more abominable idolatry, namely, 
the worship of fiilse gods. 

Accordingly, it pleased the Lord to testify his dis- 
pleasure without delay. Whilst Jeroboam was in the 
act of dedicating the altar at Bethel, there came a man 
of God out of Judah, who prophesied in the name of 
the Lord against the altar, declaring, that a king should 
arise of the bouse of David, who should destroy the 
idolatrous worship then about to be established, and 
pollute the altar by burning men's bones upon it. At 
the same time the man of God gave a sign, or testi- 
mony, that he had indeed spoken by God's authority, 
by declaring that the altar should be rent and the 
ashee poured out. 

Jeroboam, greatly enraged at the boldness and 
plainness witli which the prophet had delivered his 
message, instantly put forth bis band to seize upon 
him, saying to the peofde, "Lay hold of him." But when 
the Lord sends his servants upon any hazardous com- 
mission, as long as they &ithfully dischai^ their trust 
He never iajls to he with them and to defend them. 
" The king's hand which he had put forth dried up, so 
that he could not pull it again to him." And the sign 
which the man of God had given coming to pass at 
the same instant by the reading of the altar, Jero- 
boam, as might be expected, was both alarmed and 
humbled. He no longer thought of writing his 
vengeance on God's messenger; but, in a soppliant 
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manner, besought him to entreat the Lord that his 
haad might be restored. The prophet cheerfully and 
immediately acquiesced in this request; and upon his 
prayer to God, the king's hand was restored to him 
again, and became as it was before. 

Nothing but the sovereign grace of God can so 
reach the heart of sinful man as to produce any 
genuine religious feeling. Rebukes may startle, and 
mercies may astonbh ; but the most awful judgments, 
the most obvious interpositions of Divine love in our 
behalf, however fit instruments they may appear to be, 
will not convert, as long as we neither seek nor expe- 
rience the Lord's special blessing upon them. So it 
was with Jeroboam, the twofold miracle which had 
been wrought in his own persoD had no effect upon 
his mind to bring him to God ; it neither made him 
acknowledge the error of his way, nor led him to seek 
pardon for his sins : for we read, " After this thing 
Jeroboam returned not from his evil way." How- 
ever, he was so far impressed that he was willing to 
show his gratitude to the prophet, and to pay him for 
his prayers. 

Accordingly, he invited him to his bouse, saying, 
" Come home with me and refresh thyself, and I will 
give thee a reward." This request, however, could not 
be complied with. For the Lord, probably to express 
his detestation of the conduct of the Israelites and 
their king, had previously commanded his ambassador 
not to eat bread among them. Therefore, the man of 
God replied unto the king, " If thou wilt give me half 
thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I 
eat bread nor drink water in this place : for so was 
it charged me by the word of the Lord, saying. Eat 
no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same 
way that thou earnest. So he went another way, and 
returned not by the way that he came to Beth-el ''." 

Thus far the example which the man of God affords 
us is irreiwoachable. His conduct is highly deserving 

' IKingixiii. I-IO. 
p 2 
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of our admiration, and he makes a truly noble appear- 
ance in the history. 

Preferred by the Lord of Hosts to be his ambas- 
sador, be is not afraid of the &ce of man. He de- 
livers his message with a dignified boldness, plainly 
and faithAilly. When the proud monarch raises his 
arm against him, God arrests him by a miracle, and 
obliges bim to become a suitor to the prophet, who 
has now an opportunity afforded him of nobly sub- 
duing his resentment, and showing his real superiority 
to his persecutor, by praying for him and doing him 
good. To do this he hesitates not a moment; and 
God immediately puts still further honour upon him 
by working a second miracle at his request. Finally, 
he shows himself simply obedient to God's will, and 
proves that as he was not to be deterred by danger, 
so he was not to be seduced from the plain line of 
duty by bribes, or by prospect of the favour even of a 
king. From all this we may assuredly gather, that 
the person whose history we are considering, was truly 
a man of God ; a believing, pious, charitable, heavenly- 
minded man. 

However, if this good man were to be tried by his 
merits, be also would be found wanting. The best of 
men are ever proving abundantly that their salvation 
is not of their own deserving ; but altogether the free 
^ft of God in Christ. We come now to consider the 
circumstances of this good man's fell. 

" There dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el : and his 
sons came and told him all that the man of God had 
done that day." This man, probably, had been trained 
up among the sons of the prophets, in one of Samuel's 
colleges ; and, perhaps, like Balaam, he had been 
enabled to predict some future events. But as the 
part which he acted in the history before us is infa- 
mously bad, so also, from various circumstances which 
may be collected concerning him, it is evident that 
he was habitually a wicked man. If he bad been a . 
good man as well as a prophet, we might have expected 
that he would have reproved Jeroboam's idolatry ; at 
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the least he would not have suffered his sons to attend 
his altars, as it seems they did. 

However, having heard of the wonderful things 
which had heen done by the man of God at Beth-el, 
he, for some cause or other, conceived a vehement 
desire to see him. Accordingly, he went after him, 
and found bim sitting under an oak. And notwith- 
standing that bis 6on3 are said to have told him all 
that passed, and consequently the command which had 
been laid upon the good man not to eat or drink at 
Beth-el, be does not hesitate to urge him to return 
with him for this express purpose. 

The man of God replied, as he had done before to 
Jeroboam, informing him that the Lord had positively 
forbidden his eating or drinking in that place. This 
answer, however, did not satisfy this wicked roan : and 
he immediately bad recourse to a deliberate Jalsehood 
in order to induce the prophet of Judah to disobey 
God. " I," saith he, " am a prophet also as thou art ; 
and an angel spake unto me by the word of the Lord, 
saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house 
that he may eat bread, and drink water. But he lied 
unto him." The good man, however, believed him; 
"bo he went back," in direct contradiction to God's 
command, " and did eat bread in his house, and drank 
water." 

Consider, before we proceed further, the heinous- 
ness of this sin. Surely, you will be apt to say, it was 
no such grievous offence: for what injury was done by 
it to any onel Where was the great barm of return- 
ing a little way merely to refresh himself, and to enjoy 
the society of one who appeared to be a religious man ? 
The evil consisted in this, that the conduct of the man 
of God was perverse rebellion against his Master. You 
should all remember, that sin is the transgression of 
God's law '. This is the very essence of all sin. It is 
not for man to say, Such a commandment is a small 
commandment; such a commandment I may break. 
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and not be deeply guilty. We are no good judges of 
this point. But of this we may be sure, that every 
transgression of any known law is a preference given 
to some bad inclination of our own above the will of 
God. The law may possibly be imposed for no other 
purpose than merely to prove us, and the thing com- 
manded may in itself be quite indifferent ; but if we 
disobey, then it is evident what is in our hearts. It is 
evident, that, in this instance, other lords, and not the 
Lord Jehovah, have the dominion over ub : and that 
there is abiding in us, at least something of that carnal 
mind which is enmity against God. 

So it was with tlie prophet who came from Judah. 
But his conduct, you think, was very excusable, because 
a &lse friend deceived him. It is true that he was 
deceived ; and the sin of the man who brought him 
back was far more base than his own. But it is also 
true that he needed not to have been imposed upon. 
God's commandment to himself had been immediate, 
express, and plain ; but he had only this man's word 
for it, that the Lord had spoken to him. His Judg- 
ment, no doubt, was bribed by his inclinations. He 
wished to go back, and therefore it was easy to per- 
suade him. Othervrise, he never could have been in- 
duced, by the bare word of a stranger, to imagine that 
the Almighty had suddenly changed his mind. He 
had no more reason for believing the man who told 
him this tale, than you could have for believing a 
person who should say, an angel had spoken to him, 
and bid him tell you to keep holy every tenth or every 
twentieth day, instead of every seventh day, as God's 
word commands. So his disobedience can be but very 
little palliated by admitting that he was deceived. 

Bat it will be well to note some special aggravations 
of his guilt. The Lord had just before been pleased 
to honour and support him in a very extraordinary 
manner, and by his grace He had enabled him to do his 
duty with wonderful courage, zeal, and faithfulness. 
This made his crime far more inexcusable. Some 
people, indeed, seem to act, as if they thought, that 
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after great exertions in the caose of trutb, it might be 
very iJlowable to relax a little. But these reasonera are 
much deceived, and only betray their hypocriay and 
the base hankering of their hearts after forbidden in- 
dulgence. The hnnible Christian, whenever he has 
stood upright under any severe trial, will not consider 
it as a proof of hia own prowess; be will see too 
much iniquity in his holiest acts to think of taking 
any glory to himself. He will look upon the victory, 
which he has been enabled to achieve, as a fresh in- 
stance of God's tender mercy, which has preserved him 
in spite of his natural tendency to fell ; and his soul 
will bless the Lord upon every recollection of the 
perils which he has escaped. He will consider every 
good work not as a service done by bim to God, but, 
as in truth it is, an evidence of fresh mercy extended 
by God to bira : and this will not only animate him 
to perseverance ; it will fill him with greater abhor- 
rence of sin, which is so offensive to God, who is heap- 
ing new favours upon him, and working out for him 
new deliverances continually. And thus the prophet, ' 
whose history we are considering, should have argued, 
How shall I offend God by sin, who has so graciously 
kept me hitherto ? He had been delivered from the 
wrath of Jeroboam by a miracle ; and by a miracle of 
grace had been enabled to be faithful in very trying 
circumstances : a spiritually-minded man should have 
been constrained by both these instances of Divine 
love, and certainly not least by the latter of them, to 
have lived to God more closely than ever, and to have 
been more than ever zealous of good works. 

However, we see he was "overtaken in a fault." 
He went back, and did eat bread at Beth-el. " And it 
came to pass," the history continues, " as they sat at the 
table, that the word of the Lord came unto the prophet 
that brought him back." As the Lord constrained un- 
godly Balaam to bless Israel when he eagerly desired 
to curse them; so He put into the mouth of this 
wicked man a message, which, though it condemned 
the person to whom it was sent, did also most com- 
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pletely expose his own perfidy and fslsehood. " And 
he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast 
disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept 
the commandment which the Lord thy God com- 
manded thee, but earnest back, and hast eaten bread, 
and drunk water in the place of the which the Lord 
did say to thee. Eat no bread, and drink no water ; thy 
carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers." 

" My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord *." The proceedings 
of Divine justice in this case, accord not with our rash 
apprehensions. The deluded righteous man is imme- 
diately threatened with severe punishment ; whilst the 
blasphemous deceiver who occasioned all the mischief 
is suffered to escape. God's meaning is explained to 
us by St. Paul, where, speaking of some Christians at 
Corinth, who profEuied the ^rament of the Lord's 
Supper by feasting as they would have done at a com- 
mon meal, he says, " For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep*;" that is, are cut 
off by death. " But," he adds, " when we are judged 
{that is, suffer the calamities just spoken of) we are 
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be con- 
demned with the world." There is a judgment to 
come, wherein everlasting destruction shall light upon 
all those, who, like the blasphemous prophet of Beth-el, 
obstinately refuse to retain God in their knowledge, 
and delight in misleading his servants. Therefore, 
God often suffers them, like the tares among the wheat, 
to grow up and thrive in this world. But " those whom 
He loves He rebukes and chastens*." Sometimes be- 
cause He would quicken their growth in grace, and 
make them more and more partakers of his holiness ; 
at other times (as in the case before os) for the sake 
of displaying his own glory, and his abhorrence of sin, 
and for a warning to other men. 

"And it came to pass," the history proceeds, "after 
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he bad eaten bread, and after be had drunk, that he 
(that ia, the prophet of Beth-«1) saddled for him the 
ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he bad brought back. 
And when he was gone, a lion met him hj the way, 
and Blew biui." 

Such was the piteous end of this holy man. So 
faithful a prophet as be was, so bold in God'a cause, 
for one offence he dies as a criminal, whilst an old 
lying prophet lives at ease, and an idolatrous prince in 
pomp and power. " Thy way, O God, is in the sea, 
and thy path in the great waters." We cannot judge 
of men by their sufferings, nor of sins by their present 
punishment. But, assuredly, tbe Judge of all the 
earth doth right. If, then, his rebuke be so awful, 
what must his righteous vengeance be ? " O, consider 
this, ye that forget God, lest He pluck you away, and 
there be none to deliver you '." 

" And his carcase," so tbe history coucludes, " was 
cast in the way, and tbe ass stood by it, tbe lion also 
stood by tbe carcase. And, behold, men passed by, 
and saw the carcase cast in the way, and tbe lion 
standing by the carcase : and they came and told it in 
the city where tbe old prophet dwelt. . . . And he went, 
and found bis carcase cast in the way, and the ass and 
the lion standing by tbe carcase: the lion bad not 
eaten tbe carcase, nor torn the ass. . . . And he laid bis 
carcase in his own grave ; and they mourned over him, 
saying, Alas, my brother ! " 

The death of tbe man of God, as I have said, was 
needful, in order to display God's impartial hatred of 
iniquity. Tlie miraculous preservation of his dead 
body showed that it was not a chance which had 
happened uato him ; but that even tbe wild beast 
who slew him acted by God's direction, and could not 
exceed his commission in the least. Though he had 
power to slay, he had not power to tear the body, or 
to injure the ass. Yea, the savage nature of the lion 
even was restrained, by miracle, in order to protect the 

' Pa. 1. 22. 
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sinful prophet of Beth-el, when he was employed in 
taking care of the body of God's beloved though offend- 
ing servant; and by this means, his remains, though 
they came not into the sepulchre of his fathers, were 
nevertheless honourably buried. God ** in bis wrath 
remembered mercy ;" and by this gracious act seemed 
to testify, that though He was angry with his servant, 
his anger was turned away ; and that the punidunent 
went no fiuther than death. 

And now see that ye lay this history to hearl^ for 
doubtless it was recorded for your instruction. 

" Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits, whether they are of (rod *." " Beware of false 
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves •-" Perhaps it may 
not happen, that you will be endangered by lying pre- 
tenders to new revelations ; nevertheless, every age and 
nation has brought forth seers of visions, aud dreamers 
of dreams, who have deceived many. " By their fruits 
ye shall know them." " To the law and to the tes- 
timony : if they speak not according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them '." Let God's written 
word, then, be at all times the guide of your feet ; and 
remember the awful words with which Holy Scriptmre 
closes : *' I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book. If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book : and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book '." 

Though you may not fell in the way of felse prophets, 
yet consider you are continually in the way of false 
interpreters of God's Holy Word : you live in a world 
that loves darkness ; and a double portion of the spirit 
of the prophet of Beth-el has fallen upon thousands 
of worldly-minded men. There are few who will not 

' 1 John \v. 1. * Matt. vii. 15. 

> Im. viii. 30. ' Rev. zxii. 18, 19. 
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take upon them to dispense with the righteous com- 
mands of God. In their daily conversations, men 
instruct each other to "put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter." Multitudes, who are quite ignorant of 
the first principles of Christ's religion, can yet very 
plausibly explain to such as love ungodliness in their 
heart, how the plain interpretation of a commandment 
is far too strict, how piety is enthusiasm, and the 
surrender of our bosom sin to Christ, righteousness 
overmuch. But watch and pray ; and beware of every 
book, of every adviser, that would help you to make 
God's Word more agreeable to your own inclinations. 
You must go exacfly the contrary way to work ; you 
must beg of God to conform your inclinations to his 
Word ; when this is done, the Bible, at least the pre- 
ceptive part of it, is a very easy book. 

There are two sorts of doctrine which divide the 
worid. One, which convinces men of sin, and pulls 
down their pride ; which sets forth eternal life as a 
free gift in Christ, and requires a surrender of the 
whole soul to God. This is the doctrine for the men 
" whose hearts the Lord hath touched." 

But the doctrine, which, whilst it pampers human 
arrogance, can yet indulge man's licentiousness by 
showing him how little he need do, and yet be saved ; 
the doctrine that fines down plain commandments by 
nice distinctions, that dispenses, limits, and makes 
exceptions; that permits unscriptural allowances, and 
cries. Peace, peace, when there is no peace: this 
is the doctrine that will be popular with the mul- 
titude ; this is the doctrine which naturally we all love 
best ; this is the doctrine, which at certain seasons (so 
sadly imperfect are we) is convenient to the wisest ; 
the doctrine by which, on too many occasions, all are 
willing to be deceived. The world is full of it: let 
Christians, therefore, remember the traitor in their 
bosom, and " walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise *." 

" Let no man deceive you with vain words :" neither 

■ EpKv.lA. 
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let your sinful appetites mislead your judgment, and 
tell you that this or that is a small commandment, 
and so may be broken with small offence to Grod. The 
thing cannot be. Though some sins doubtless are 
worse than others, yet it must be daring insolence in 
you to argue that any sin is a light matter, which 
the All-wise Almighty has seen it fitting to forbid. 
Whatever might be thought of you if your foot had 
slipped inadvertently, you are surely a daring rebel, if 
you can first weigh the evil of the sin in jour own 
conscience, and decide that it is a trifie, and then 
transgress on that presumption. 

Be at all times watchful. If, like the prophet 
whom Grod sent from Judah, you have been enabled 
manfully to overcome great temptations, do not be- 
come careless, do not act as if you thought it beneath 
you to guard against little trials. You can do all 
things through Christ strengthening you ; bat if He 
uphold you not, a straw can throw you down. 

Consider how great a mercy it is to be preserved 
from sin ; and hOw offensive all sin is to your Almighty 
Father. And if, through his grace, you have been 
supported through many conflicts, pray that you may 
grow in grace. Forgetting those things which are 
behind, reach forward to those which are before, and 
let a deep sense of obligation to the great Physician of 
your souls constrain you to persevere in following his 
wise directions. 

Learn a lesson of godliness from the first part of tbe 
good prophet's history ; a lesson of humility and self- 
distrust from his Jail. 

Confess the Lord Jesus, and testify against profane- 
□ess as boldly as he did, whensoever you are called 
upon so to do. And when fools make a mock at 
sin, when religion is scoffed at, and you are likely to 
be scoffed at for adhering to it, consider that as -the 
time for declaring that you are on the Lord's side. 

Disregard the favours of ungodly men, and despise 
their threats as he did, whensoever they would either 
frighten you into a betraying of your trust, or bribe 
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you to disobedience. Seek not the praise of men; 
covet not an evil covetousness to your bouse. But let 
your treasure be in heaven, and prize that honour 
which Cometh of God only. 

Be thankful that the rule of your duty is plainly 
laid before you; and in simplicity and godly sincerity 
have your conversation in the world. If by walking 
in this straight path, you should be exposed to danger 
from the attack of man, look to God (as this prophet 
did) to bear you out in every thing ; and at the same 
time be as ready as he was to return good for evil. 
Rejoice in do man's affliction ; hut " Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefuUy use you, and 
persecute you ; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven : for He maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust *." 

But from this good man's fall, learn the necessity of 
continual watchfulness ; learn to see your continual 
need of Christ to be your sanctification and your 
righteousness. Without Him you cannot stand upright 
for an instant ; and even when He is with you, it is 
only by stirring you up to great diligence, that He 
enables you to persevere in your course of imperfect 
and tottering godliness. " Who can tell how oft he 
offendeth?" pray to God to cleanse you from your 
secret faults. If in any respect you differ from some 
careless sinners, give God the glory who hath made 
the difference. Remember your own ways, and be 
ashamed ; and when you think of reward, consider that 
the wages of your own work is death : and rely alto- 
gether upon Christ; "for He hath made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him '." 

* Matt. V. 44, 45. ' 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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" And Elijah came unto all the people, and said. How long halt je 
between two opinions? if the Iiord be God, follow him : but if 
Baal, then follow him." 

The necessity of decision in religion is repeatedly 
enforced in Holy Scripture. Our blessed Lord Him- 
self tells as, " No man can serve two masters' ;" and 
his apostle James declares, "that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with Grod^." God will admit of 
no rival in our affections. If we will reserve a place 
in our hearts for any thing that is contrary to Him, 
and serve Him upon conditions, and with exceptions, 
He is a jealous God, and will make ua know that He 
is not so to be mocked. Bat, if we will " love the 
Lord our God with all our hearts," and " have re- 
spect unto all his commandments," and eschew " every 
folse way ;" we honour Him, and He will honour us, 
and, for his tender mercy's sake in Christ, He will accept 
our olTering, and water us abundantly with the dew of 
his blessing. 

These truths are illustrated by the sublime history 
which is contained in the chapter before us. My 

' Matt. vi. 24. ' James ir. 4. 
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present disconrse shall be employed in the explanation 
and application of it. 

The kingdom of Israel was reduced to great dis- 
tress. In resentment of tlie idolatries of Abab, its 
wicked ruler, and for the multiplied transgressions 
with which the people had provoked Him to anger, 
Jebovab bad commissioned bis propbet Elijah to de- 
clare, " As the Lord God of Israel livetb, before whom 
I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my word'." The prophet, accord- 
ingly, was sent into a place of retirement, and the 
dearth came, as had been predicted. In his wrath, 
however, Jehovah still remembered mercy : " And it 
came to pass, after many days, that the word of the 
Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying. Go, 
show thyself unto Abab ; and I will send rain upon 
the earth*." 

But this was not to be done till such time as both 
the people and their king should be convinced of the 
error of their ways, and be made sensible that their 
own sins had brought all these calamities upon them. 
And it appears (especially vnth respect to the king) 
that this was by no means the case as yet : " There 
vras a sore famine in Samaria," and he felt and de- 
plored the grievance; but it never entered into his 
mind that he was himself the cause of it. This is 
evident from the manner of bis address to Elijah, 
when, after having been long sought for to no pur- 
pose, the prophet voluntarily showed himself at last. 
"Art thou be," saith Abab, "that troubleth Israel?" 
As if Elijah bad occasioned the distress because he 
had foretold it, and, in the name of God, had com- 
manded its coming. The prophet answered, *' I have 
not troubled Israel ; but thou, and thy father's house, 
in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord, and thou bast followed Baalim. Now there- 
fore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount 
Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, 

* 1 Kinga xvii. 1. * 1 Kings xnii. 1. 
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which eat at Jezehel's table. So Ahab sent unto all 
the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets toge- 
ther unto mount Carmel." This done, Elijah appears 
on the behalf of God ; and Jehovah condescends to 
pat himself upon bis trial before his people. 

" And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, 
How long halt ye between two opinions ? if the Lord 
be God, follow Him : hut if Baal, then follow him." 
Two Supreme Beings, two Most High Gods there 
cannot be. This he takes for granted, as every wise 
man must. Therefore, the only question to be decided 
is. Who was the God: whether Baal, as his priests 
affirmed ; or Jehovah, as Elijah himself was prepared 
to prove. Compromise there could be none ; and for 
the people not to come to a decisioD would be worse 
than madness. The case ought in all reason to be 
immediately and fairly tried, that all might know how 
to regulate their practice in a matter of such weighty 
import, and might render their services, at once, to 
Him who was entitled to them. 

Elijah therefore, as Jehovah's advocate, makes a feir 
proposal in his name. Let him be Giod, who, by a 
manifest act of direct Almighty power, can prove 
himself to be so; and let him who can produce no 
such testimony, be counted for an idol. " liet tbem, 
therefore, give us two bullocks," he says ; " and let them 
choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, 
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under. And I will 
dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no 
fire under: and call yeontbenameofyourgod8,andIwill 
call on the nameof theLord : and theGod thatanswereth 
by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered 
and said, It is well spoken." It was a fair challenge, 
and, for their parts, they were content to abide by the 
issue of it: and the priests of Baal could uo^ for 
shame, refuse it. The two bullocks were, accordingly, 
assigned, as Elijah had demanded. And the priests 
of Baal, watched by their vigilant adversary, and sur- 
rounded by the jealous eyes of the attentive multi- 
tude, proceeded first, and (as we may well imagine), 
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with heavy hearts and mortifyiog forebodings, to prove 
the power of their god. " They took the bullock which 
was given them," (for how could they help tbemaelveBl) 
" and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear 
us." Bight glad would Satan have been to have 
wrought one of his lying wonders. But it might not 
be. " There was no voice, nor any that answered. 
And they leaped upon the altar which was made. . . . 
They cried aloud, and cut themselves after their man- 
ner, with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them." They strove hard to amuse the people 
with all the frantic ceremonies of a gross idolatry. 
But they had been surprised into a trial in the &ce of 
day, and could no more hide their shame than gain 
their end. "There was neither voice, nor any to 
answer, nor any that regarded." It was as it always 
shall be with the children of the wicked one, their 
idol failed them in their extremity ; and their cause 
was ruined by being brought to the light. 

**And Elijah said unto all the people. Come near 
unto me :" for truth covets observation. " And all 
the people came near unto him. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord that was broken down." He 
had no new worship to establisb, no new doctrine to 
promulgate. For " thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in 
the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 6nd rest 
for your souls'." It is by repairing God's broken altar, 
by recurrence to his ancient neglected ordinances, that 
a people suffering for their wickedness are to have 
peace. This Elijah knew. So he " took twelve stones, 
according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, say- 
ing, Israel shall be thy name : and with tbe stones," 
(thereby reminding them whose they were, and whom 
they had, to their cost, forsaken,) he restored Jehovah's 
altar. " And he made a trench," the history proceeds, 
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" about the altar, as great as would contain two 
meaaares of seed. And he put the wood in order, and 
cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, 
and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on 
the burnt flacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, 
Do it the second time. And they did it the second 
time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they 
did it the third time. And the water ran round about 
the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water." 
Having thus effectually obviated all suspicion of arti- 
fice or deception, and given to the people ample 
assurance of the honesty of his proceedings, he audibly 
addressed himself to God, and without subterfuge or 
equivocation, besought Him to take the vindication of 
his own honour into his own hands: "Lord (Jod of 
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that Thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people 
may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou 
bast turned their heart back again." The prayer, in 
substance, is the aame with that which our Lord hath 
taught U8, " Hallowed be thy name ;" and being offered 
in sincerity, and truth, and fervent zeal for God's 
honour, it prevailed. " Then the fire of the Lord fell, 
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces : and they said. The Lord, He 
is the God ; the Lord, He is the God." This was 
right. Confession ought to follow conviction always ; 
and humble, prostrate adoration, every discovery of 
God. The controversy was ended now. It could not 
be doubted for an instant, whether the Lord was 
King ; therefore He was instantly to be acknowledged, 
and to receive the honour due unto his name. But 
this was not all. If the people's heart really was 
turned back again, and they had truly repented of their 
wickedness in ever having so much as wavered be- 
tween the Lord and Baal, they must prove the change 
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wrought in them by something more substantial than 
mere words. Elijah had said, " If the Lord be God, 
follow Him ;" and the Lord Himself had said long be- 
fore to their fothers, " Hear, O Israel ! the Lord thy 
God is one Lord*," and, " thou shalt have none other 
gods before me'." Baal, therefore, was a base usurper of 
God's honour, and his servants wicked rebels against 
the Most High. '* And Elijah sfud onto them. Take 
the prophets of Baal ; let not one of them escape. And 
they took them : and Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there." It may appear, 
indeed, to have been a summary execution; but it 
was no other than the law of the land. Idolaters were 
by the Mosaic law to be put to death*. It was 
a just and necessary severity, and for the glory of 
God ; and, like every other impartial execution of the 
laws, it was mercy to the public. These idolaters 
were not more Grod's adversaries than the foes and de- 
stroyers of their country's weWare. Not Elijah, but 
they had indeed shut up the heavens, and caused the 
famine. " Righteousness exalteth a nation : but sin 
is a reproach to any people"." The wicked ones in 
Israel had set God against their country ; and, says 
Solomon, " when the wicked perish, there is shout- 
ing''." 

And when the leaven of wickedness is cast out, and 
the people declare for God, all things go well. When 
the worshippers of Baal were slain, and Israel liad con- 
sented to their death, the main ground of the quarrel 
betwixt God and them was taken away ; and then mark 
what follows: " Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat 
and drink ; for there is a sound of abundance of rain." 
"And it came to pass, in the meanwhile, that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there 
was a great rain." " He tumeth rivers into a wilder- 
ness," saith the Psalmist, "and the watersprings into 
dry ground; a fruitful land into barrenness, for the 

• Deul. vi. 4. ' Deut v. 7- ' Deut. xiii. 5. 

' Prov. xiv. 34. " Prov. xi. 10. 
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wickedness of them that dwell therein." Again: 
" He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, 
and dry ground into watersprings. And there He 
maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare 
a city for habitation; and sow the fields, and plant 
vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase'." "Oh 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men! 
Let them exalt Him also in the congregation of 
the people, and praise Him in the assembly of the 
elders'." 

This history was written for oar instruction in right- 
eousness; and, as I said in the beginning, it especially 
illustrates the necessity of decision in religion, and 
shows the wisdom of choosing the Lord for our God. 
" How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord 
be God, follow Him : but if Baal, then follow him." 

The controversy, indeed, is not now between the 
Lord and Baal : and we are not wont to worship 
graven images. But, nevertheless, there is a contro- 
versy ; and there are idols who do, in fact, usurp Grod's 
empire ; and it is therefore as needful now as ever, to 
decide whether the Lord or they shall rule us. The 
world, and the things which are in the world, are the 
Baals of our times. And for these, even among such 
as are called by the name of Christ, the Most High is 
set at nought, and provoked every day. Saving a little 
more, and perhaps but a little more, of the form of 
religion, our conduct resembles that of Israel; our 
deservings therefore are the same ; and there must be 
a similar change in our views and tempers, before 
God's just displeasure can be removed, or our souls 
can prosper. 

A comparison of our case with theirs will show the 
truth of this. 

Israel had those among them who professedly wor- 
shipped Baal, and denied Jehovah altogether. But 

' Ps. cvii. 35—37. ' Ps. evil. 81, 82. 
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the Prophet addresses the people as if they were in 
a state of iadecision, and upbraids tliem with their 
folly and wickedness, in halting between two opinions. 
The bulk of them resembled those inhabitants of their 
land in after times, who " feared the Lord, and served 
their own gods'." Baal had their hearts ; yet they did 
not absolutely deny Jehovah to be God, and could not 
be quite easy in their consciences in departing irom 
Him ; so they acted like people not fully persuaded on 
either side. And herein they resemble us. We confess 
with our mouths the Lord Jesus, in some formal man- 
ner ; we stand in fear, in some little measure, of the 
wrath of God; we cannot be quite easy in our minds 
when we run into every excess of riot, and we do not 
suffer our evil desires to carry us to the very extremes 
of wickedness. There is a point at which we make a 
stand, and dare not go further, though perhaps we long 
to do it ; and some easy external observances of reli- 
gion we attend upon, as though God could be bribed, 
by such a show and pretence of service, to overlook 
our neglect of the weightier matters of bis law. Or 
perhaps we abstain altogether from gross sin, but, after 
all, the world has our affections : the things of it we 
love best, and seek first; these are our main concern, 
and religion is but an occasional secondary business. 
We do not love the Lord Jesus in sincerity ; we are 
not renewed by the Holy Ghost in the spirit of our 
minds; we do not live a life of prayer, and watch 
thereunto with all perseverance, and ^ve all diligence 
to make our calling and election sure ; and when we 
occasionally say our prayers, the mind is not lifted up 
to God; our words do not flow out of any fervent 
desires in our hearts, or any deep convictions of our 
sin, and helplessness, and absolute dependence upon 
God ; our prayer is no act of faith in God's promises 
in Christ, but it is a service rendered because we think 
we must render it ; we feel it as an interruption of 
our real pursuits ; we are glad when it is over, and 

' 3 Kings xvii. 33. 
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return, with a keen appetite, and with unfeigned 
zeal and eagerness, to our worldly pleasures and occu- 
pations. 

The Lord, therefore, is not our God, for He will not 
accept of a divided empire; He is no hetter pleased 
with our lip-services and professions, than He was with 
the occasional acknowledgments of Israel. We, how- 
ever, are in a strait between two, as they were. It 
may be profitable to inquire how this comes to pass. 

It is hardly possible to imagine that God's ancient 
people had entirely forgotten the mighty hand, and 
the stretched-out arm, which had brought their fore- 
fethers out of Egypt ; which had led them through the 
wilderness, and fed them with food from heaven; 
which had sustained them so often in the hour of 
danger, and had so often overthrown their enemies. 
It was scarcely possible for a people to whom God had 
so repeatedly manifested both his power and goodness, 
who had 90 repeatedly witnessed the terrors of his 
wrath, and had been snatched from destruction by the 
interposing hand of his mercy, to have doubted of his 
divinity, or to have preferred, in their judgments, the 
pretensions of a senseless idol. It was no vrant of 
evidence on the side of Jehovah, no weight of evidence 
on the side of Baal, that made them waver; but 
passion and sensual appetite pleaded the idol's cause, 
whilst reason and conscience opposed in vain. It was 
bis religion to sit down to eat and to drink, and to 
rise up to play*. His priests gained their credit with 
the people, as false teachers have too often done with 
men of corrupt minds, by the accommodating spirit of 
their doctrines, and the looseness of their practices. 

There must be a change in the heart and affections 
before men will love true religion ; but all felse reli- 
gions are adapted to the state of the heart as it is. 
And thus it is that they pass current and prevail ; and 
thus it is that we idolize the world and its vanities ; 
not that we are persuaded in our judgments that it 

' See Exod. xxxii. 6. 
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will turn out for our profit io the end, to have spent 
all our time and care upon these poor perishing things ; 
we are persuaded quite otherwise in our judgments ; 
but it is agreeable to the inclinations and appetites of 
our carnal worldly hearts to do so. And by the help 
of a little present decency, and some vague and false 
purposes of future repeotance, we contrive to believe 
that we shall have peace, and not come to perdition, 
though we go on in sin ; or, at least, we try hard to 
believe it, and do believe it, so far as to act upon it to 
our ruin. 

But, brethren, you know much better than this, if 
you would act upon your knowledge ; you profess to 
believe the Scriptures, and they teach you much better 
than this, and in very plain words, if you would but 
listen to them. And to your condemnation it is that 
you really do halt between two opinions. There is 
not a careless sinner among you all, there is not an 
idolater of the world among you all, so blind and so 
careless, as to be fully satisfied with his own present 
course. You cannot go on, as you are going on, with- 
out many secret misgivings. And when you see a 
man resolutely bent ou serving God with all his soul, 
though you sometimes scoff at him in words, there is 
that within which tells you that he is a wiser man than 
you. Could Baal give to Israel rain from heaven and 
fruitful seasons i Could he open the doors of heaven 
when God had decreed to shut them ? Could he save 
his devoted servants when their hour was come 1 And 
if he could not, was it any comfort to them to con- 
sider, how they bad laid no restraint on their sinful 
appetites in times pasti And can the world save you 
firom the wrath of God 1 Can you ever be made meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light 
by devoting your affections to things on earth ? Can 
you ever obtain an interest in Christ's merits by ne- 
glecting his great salvation ? Can you have rest in your 
possessions even here, if God should please to send you 
trouble? Is seeking the world, and the things that 
are in the world, the best preparation for leaving it ? 
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the best preparation for judgment 1 " Know ye not 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God'?" Did ye never read, " If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him*?" 

You believe the Scriptures, you say. It is well. But 
do you not then hear the Scriptures ? Will you not be 
guided by them ? Yes : God " gave his only-begotten 
Son," you say, " that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life'." It is most 
true. But be not so hasty to persuade yourselves that 
you believe, and that so you are certainly safe. Know 
what faith is, and what are the fruits of it, by which 
only its genuineness can be proved, and see whether 
or no you have them. 

And let me tell you, in the first place, what must be 
the object of your fiiith. The thing to be believed is 
the whole word of God from first to last. Not one 
doctrine, however important, but all that He has said 
about the method of salvation by his Son, and all that 
He has said about the consequences severally of sin 
and of obedience. You seem to think that you have 
nothing to do but to persuade yourselves that Christ 
certainly will save you by his blood, and that then you 
cannot (ail of heaven. Bat take heed that what you 
call your faith be not a counterfeit, be not an arro- 
gant, unauthorized presumption. It is written, "The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the people that 
forget God':" and must you not believe that? It is 
written, that he who loveth father or mother, or son or 
daughter, more than Christ, is not worthy of Him : that 
if any man will not deny himself, and take up the cross 
at Christ's bidding, he cannot be his disciple *, It is 
written, " Faith, if it hath not works, is dead'V "If 
any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth hie own heart, this roan's 
religion is vain '." He that " heareth these sayings of 



• 1 Cor. vi. 9. ' 1 John ii. Ifi. ' John iii. 16. 

' Pb. is. 17. Prayer Book version. ' See Matt. x. 37, 3tf. 
" James ii. 17. ' James i. 26. 
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mine and doeth them not, sbatl be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand ^" " He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loTeth me *." All these things are -written : 
and are not these things also to be believed 1 And 
if they are the word of God, can a man be a believer 
or a Christian, who believes tbem not ? And, if they 
are true, will confidence of salvation, through Christ, 
save a worldly, impenitent, loose-living man ? Many 
such men, I fully believe, do expect salvatioD, and 
think Christ will do all for tbem. But that expecta- 
tion is not &itb. It is believing a lie, believing that 
Christ will do what He eays He will sorely not do. 
It may be called a faith indeed in one sense; but then 
it is just such a iaith as our first mother bad, when she 
disbelieved God and believed the devil. 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God vrith all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself." 
"Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind "." " If thy right hand 
otfend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee ; for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into 
bell *." If you do these things because you love Christ, 
then you believe indeed. But never take yourselves to 
be Christians, because you trust that Christ vrill save you 
at all events. For this He has never promised. 

"The wrath of God," depend upon it, "is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men'." And, in spite of Satan's promises, 
" there shall be no rain upon the earth," hut at Grod's 
word. Therefore, let all Baal's prophets be slain, 
every one of them ; let none escape. Let no known 
sin be spared. But, by the grace of God, and in the 
power of his might, cast out from your souls all leaven 
of malice and vriclcedness, and every high thing that 
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exalte iteelf agaioet the knowledge of Christ This 
done, ye are surely "reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son *." The ground of the quarrel betwixt Jeho- 
vah and his people is done away; and "there is a 
sound of abundance of rain." Spiritual consolation, 
as the little cloud that arose like a man's hand, shall 
soon descend in a full stream of blessing upon your 
souls. Then shall ye know, if ye follow on to know 
the Lord. Ye shall know that he is the God by 
blessed experience, " till your peace shall be as a 
river, and your righteousness as the waves of the 
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"And Ahab came into his house heavy and dJBplessed because of 
the word which Nabodi the Jezreelite had spoken to him : for he 
had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers," 

God spake tbese words and said, " Thou shalt not covet 
thj neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservaat, 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neigh- 
bour's '." The words are sufficiently femiliar to us all. 
It would be well if they were grafted inwardly in our 
hearts; for assuredly, aa long as we neglect this one com- 
mandment, we can have but little happiness in this life, 
and still leas expectation of it in the life to come. 

We can have little comfort here, because the inor- 
dinate desire of possessing those goods of this world 
which Providence has not seen fit to give us, must, 
unavoidably, make us uneasy and uncomfortable in our 
stations; and will, in all likelihood, lead us to the 
commission of many crimes. And we can have still 
less prospect of being happy in the next life ; because 
covetousnoM is idolatry ' ; because we " cannot serve 
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God and mammon '," because, if we will set our affec- 
tions on the riches, the honours, the follies of this 
vain world, we cannot possibly be in love with the 
heavenly treasures, and therefore most assuredly never 
shall obtain them. 

As, therefore, we value our eternal, or even our tem- 
poral interests, let us set our affections on things above, 
which are the only things worth coveting, and which 
never can be coveted too much. This is advice at all 
times seasonable. But that which has brought this 
subject to my miud at present, is the consideration of 
the history of Ahab and Naboth. It was recorded for 
our instruction ; and much instruction may be derived 
from it, especially as a lively comment on the tenth 
commandment. 

In my present discourse, I will — I. first set the history 
before you, making some observations upon it as I go 
along ; 

II. And then show you in what manner it serves 
to enforce God's most holy law. 

I. Ahab, whose history we are going to consider, was 
the son of Omri ; whom the army of Israel had made 
king in opposition to Zimri, after Zimri had conspired 
against his master Elah, the son of Baasha, and slain 
him at a feast in the city of Tirzah. We read of Omri 
that he was a very bad man. But of Ahab, his son, 
the sacred historian gives ns a still worse account: 
insomuch, that he is said to have done " more to pro- 
voke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the 
kings of Israel that were before him *." The first act 
of his that we are informed of, is his taking to wife, in 
express contradiction to God's law, an idolatrous prin- 
cess, namely, Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king 
of the Zidonians. Immediately after his connexion 
with this infemous woman, we find him entirely given 
up to idolatry, and become a furious persecutor of the 
Church of God. 

God, however, did not immediately abandon him; 

' Matt. vi. 24. * I Kings xvi. 33.' 
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but mercifully employed various methods to bring him 
to Himself. He commissioned his prophet Elijah to 
warn him of the consequences of his sins. He sent a 
dearth upon the land to chastise him for his disobe- 
dience. He condescended to give him an experi- 
mental proof of the vanity of those idols in which be 
trusted ; and, at the same time, to convince him, by a 
miracle, of his own power to save, and of his wilting- 
nesB to be reconciled to a repentant people. But 
neither the terrors nor the mercies of the Lord could work 
npoQ this wicked prince, so that at last God gave him 
over to a reprobate mind to fill up the measure of his 
iniquities, which he speedily did by that complicated 
act of wickedness which I am going to relate. 

A certain man named Kaboth had a vineyard, 
which lay contiguous to Abab's palace. This vine- 
yard Ahab became desirous to possess. Accordingly, 
he offers to contract with Naboth for the purchase 
of it. In this, at first sight, there seems to be nothing 
unreasonable. And had it been lawful for Naboth 
to have complied with the king's request, it is likely 
he would have done it. But this, as Ahab him- 
self well knew, was not lawful. For God, who had 
bestowed the land of Canaan upon the Israelites, had, 
for wise reasons, expressly forbidden them to sell their 
portions ; or, if this were permitted, as it was in some 
cases of extreme necessity, yet the land was to return 
to its first owner or his beirs, at the year of Jubilee, 
that is, within fifty years at the furthest ; as you will 
find set forth at large in the Book of Leviticus*. 
Naboth, therefore, who feared God more than man, 
refused the king's request without hesitation. " The 
Lord forbid it me," saith he, " that I should give the 
inheritance of my fathers unto thee." 

Upon this Ahab returned to his house heavy and 
displeased. Here, however, Satan soon sent him a 
wicked counsellor. For Jezebel, his wife, seeing him 
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thus dejected, inquires the reascm of it; and, apon 
being informed, she instantly sets herself to ridicule any 
scruples of conscience, which, she thinks, might prevent 
him from making use of his kingly power to oppress 
Naboth and get possession of his property. What, says 
she, "Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel?" 
that is, hast thou the power to gratify thy desires, and 
vrilt thou be so foolish as not to use it ? '* arise, and eat 
bread, and let thine heart be merry : I will give thee 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote 
letters in Abab's name, and sealed them with his seal." 
It is likely Ahab did not care to inquire, or she to tell 
him, what the exact purport of these letters might be. 
But still he must have known well enough, that some 
plot was in agitation for dispossessing Naboth of his pro- 
perty in an unlawful manner. And it is plain, from 
his eagerness to seize upon the spoil of this iniquity 
after the contrivance bad succeeded, that he was not 
displeased with it. However, had be been left to him- 
self, he would not have entered into so abominable a 
project ; and therefore we may here see exemplified 
the truth of that sajring of Solomon, " He that walketb 
with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of 
fools," that is, of the wicked, *' shall be destroyed *." 
Had Ahab moderated his desires, instead of seeking 
to gratify them by any unlawfal act, he had been 
indeed a rich and happy man; for contentment is 
the greatest wealth ; and better is he " that nileth 
his spirit than he that taketh a city '." But the 
wisdom of Jezebel was of a different sort from this. 
She instantly contrives a plan for accomplishing her 
husband's unlawful wishes; and he is so intent upon 
the end, that he cares little about the means; but 
gives her his name and his seal to use as she thinks 
fit. 

Liet us see in what manner she employs them. She 
writes letters to the elders of the city in which Naboth 
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dwelt, saying, " Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
liigh among the people : and set two men, sons of 
Belial, before liim, to bear witness against bim, saying, 
Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then 
carry him out, and stone him, that he may die." 

Naboth was to be accused of blaspheming the king, 
probably because, if this could be proved, his estates, 
instead of descending to his heirs, would, by law, be 
forfeited to the crown, and thus the Tineyard would 
come into Ahab's possession without farther trouble. 
So that this part of the charge was most necessary to 
be made good. But in order the more effectually to 
excite the indignation of the people against Naboth, 
Jezebel took care to have him accused also of blas- 
pheming God. " Naboth," say the witnesses, " did 
blaspheme God and the king." Observe how ready 
the enemies of reli^on are to make use of the cloak 
of piety to compass their wicked ends. Jezebel cared 
not who blasphemed the Lord ; but when a show of 
reverence to his holy name could assist her even in 
the perpetration of a murder, she scruples not to 
assume all the semblance of a godly zeal. But here, 
much as she liated the professors of the true religion, 
she is obliged to pay them an unwilling compliment. 
Two unprincipled wretches are to be employed to 
swear away the life of an innocent man : and where 
does Jezebel direct the elders of Jezreel to seek them ? 
not among the servants of the Lord, but among the sons 
of Belial. " Set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to 
bear witness against him." These sons of Belial are 
soon found : the nobles to whom Jezebel wrote, have no 
scruples to prevent their entering into her designs ; 
so that all goes on prosperously: the plot succeeds, 
and a messenger soon brings the tidings, " Naboth is 
stoned, and is dead." Jezebel informs her husband ; 
he is at no pains to inquire into circumstances, but 
instantly goes down in person to Jezreel, and takes 
possession of the vineyard. 

Hitherto we have heard nothing of the Lord God of 
Israel in this transaction. We are not, however, to 
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suppose that He beheld it with indifference. The 
righteous Naboth indeed is stoned, and is dead, and 
thus hath it happened unto the just according to 
the work of the wicked'. And so it often is in this 
world. But then God's servants *' walk by faith, and 
not by sight," and " endure as seeing Him that is in- 
visible." " They have an anchor of the soul sure and 
stedfast," for they "know that their Redeemer Uveth," 
and are assured that " these light afflictions, which are 
but for a monaent, shall work out for tbem (if their 
faith fail them not) a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." Wherefore they know how to 
" g'ory in tribulations also ;" " though their outward 
man perish, their inward man is renewed day by day," 
and they look forward with humble but firm reliance 
to the time when God " will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts*." This could not hut be the case with 
so scrupulously just a man as Naboth; and having 
this hope in him, he doubtless went to his death 
with far greater joy of heart than wicked Ahab felt, 
when he set forth in such haste to seize the reward of 
his iniquity. 

But supposing even that Ahab might receive some- 
thing like satisfaction from the success of his impious 
contrivances, yet we find, that, such as it was, it was 
but momentary. He bad now filled up the measure 
of his sins, and therefore the irreversible sentence of 
God's wrath is instantly denounced against him. " The 
word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 
. . . Thus shalt thou speak unto Ahab, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken pos- 
session ? . . . Iq the place where dogs licked the blood 
of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. . . . 
Behold I will bring evil upon thee, and will take 
away thy posterity, . . . and will make thine house like 
the house of Jeroboam the sou of Nebat, and like the 
bouse of Baasha the son of Ab^ah, for the provocation 

' See Eccles. viii. 14. 'I Cor. iv. 5. 
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■wherewith thou hast provoked me to anger, and made 
Israel to sin." 

Upon receiving this avfiil message, Ahab rent his 
clothes, and put on sackcloth ; that is to say, he 
showed all the outTvard signs of humiliation and re- 
pentance. But there may be great remorse where 
there is no genuine contrition. This was his case : he 
had seen too much of the truth of Elijah's predictions 
to hope that this bitter curse would not be executed ; 
so that liis heart might well sink within him, and be 
filled with deadly fear and sorrow. But then, all that 
he felt was that sorrow of the world which worketh 
death : a sorrow for the punishment, not for the sin. 
We see him, indeed, terrified beyond measure at the 
sentence which was gone forth against him. But we 
do not hear him, like David, praying, " Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me'V 

Nevertheless, as by his outward humiliation he did 
something to glorify God in the sight of Israel, the 
Almighty gave him much more than his deserts in 
return, by not destroying his family in his lifetime, 
but reserving that part of the judgment to be executed 
in his son's days. But though God may sometimes 
respite sinners upon smaller considerations, yet without 
real and unfeigned repentance nothing can avail for 
their forgiveness. Accordingly we find that the curse 
against Ahab's own person was literally fulfilled a short 
time afterwards ; for in the battle near Ramoth-gilead, 
notwithstanding he had taken the precaution to dis- 
guise himself, he was wounded by " a certain man who 
drew a bow at a venture;" of this wound he died, 
and was buried in Samaria. But his blood having 
flowed down in great quantities into his chariot, some 
person went and washed that and his armour in the 
pool of Samaria, and the dogs came and licked the 
blood'; and, hy this seemingly accidental circum- 
stance, was fulfilled that prediction of Elijah, " In the 

'• Ps. li. 10. ' 1 Kings xxii. 38. 
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place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall 
dogs lick thy blood, even thine*." 

And thus this narrative concludes. It might sug- 
gest many useful lessons; but the principal thing which 
it shows, is the great folly, guilt, and danger, of a 
covetous and worldly mind. 

II. Compare these two men together, Ahab and Na- 
both. Naboth was the possessor of a single vineyard ; 
he might, no doubt, have had greater possessions, but 
at all events he appears to have had one thing, without 
which the greatest wealth is of no real value — a con- 
tented and a religious heart. For we do not read 
that he coveted any of the possessions of his wealthy 
neighbour the great king of Israel: but, on the con- 
trary, as he could not be wrought upon by the fear of 
a prince's anger to break God's law, so could he not 
be tempted by the prospect of a richer possession, to 
part with the inheritance of his fathers. He knew 
how to " use this world as not abusing it*." 

In Ahab, on the other hand, we behold a striking 
instance of the insufficiency of worldly possessions to 
make those persons happy who set their hearts upon 
thera. He is mooarch of a rich and flourishing king- 
dom ; but, with all his might, and wealth, and splen- 
dour, his purple robes and his ivory palaces, the man 
is poor and miserable, and cannot eat or drink, be- 
cause he has cast his eye upon a little spot of ground 
just big enough to make a garden of herbs, and cannot 
get it. " Woe unto them that join house to house, 
that lay field to field*." Their inordinate desires will 
always bring their own punishment along with them; 
for the more they have, the more they will always 
want : and so, let them be as rich or great as they will, 
they will never be one step nearer happiness. And 
what is the cause of this? That there is, indeed, 
nothing in this world that it is worth a wise man's 
while to set his heart upon. Whoso drinketh of the 
waters of earthly prosperity, drink he as deeply as he 
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may, shall thirst again ; for there is nothing here 
<»pable of yielding him any real satisfaction. 

But, that worldly-mindedness is the bane of oar 
worldly comfort, is not the worst thing that can be 
said of it. For we see in daily experience (and Ahab's 
is but one instance out of millions), that such a temper 
seldom fails to lead men into mtuiy crimes. *' God- 
liness with contentment is great gun. . . . But they 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love of money 
is the root of all evil ; which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the feith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows'." 

" They have erred from the faith," says the Apostle. 
This is sure to be the case at all events. A covetous 
man may not be a murderer, as Ahab was ; and it is 
possible, though barely so, that he may not overstep 
the bounds of common honesty. But every man whose 
heart is covetously devoted to the things of this life, 
has assuredly erred from the faith. For " the friend- 
ship of the world is enmity with God*." We may, 
indeed, to a certain degree, lawfully love more things 
than one, but we can Jove but one object best ; and 
that object, with which no other is to come into com- 
petition, is the Lord our God: "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart'." But how can any 
man do this, whose heart, like Ahab's, is so set upon 
worldly goods, that sooner than lose them he will lose 
God's favour? Such a man is, to all intents and pur- 
poses, au idolater, and not a Christian. He has 
" made gold his hope, and said unto the fine gold. 
Thou art my confidence^." But what does the God of 
heaven say to him? He tells him that He will not 
accept of that half service, which it should seem he is 
disposed to pay, and that He has appointed him his 
portion with the unbelievers. 

If, then, the inordinate love of this world be a 
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passion so miserable in itself, so likely to lead us to 
acts of injustice or oppression, and so assuredly de- 
structive of all religious principle, surely it is time to 
inquire what method may best be taken to expel it 
from our breasts. Let us pray to God in his great 
goodness to convert and change our hearts; to give us 
an ambition and a covetousness of another sort. Let 
us set our affections on things above, and lay up for 
ourselves treasures in heaven. Let us read, mark, and 
learn the word of God : let us diligently meditate 
and reflect upon those exceeding great and precious 
promises which are therein set forth. And if in God's 
mercy our hearts shall be possessed with a firm trust 
and confideoce that these are attainable through our 
Redeemer's merits, we shall then learn to put away 
childish things, and to see the vanity, the nothingness, 
of all worldly objects ; for " this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even oar faith*." 

This foith, if we be but possessed of it, is able to make 
every station of life easy and happy to us ; for this will 
assure us that we are in the hands of a iaithfiil Creator, 
who knows how to choose a station for us, much better 
than we do to choose one for ourselves, and who never 
fails to cause all things to work together for good 
unto them that love Him. By faith we are assured, 
that here we are but " strangers and pilgrims ;" that 
" here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come'*," " a city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God '," an everlasting dwelling-place, 
into which no unhappiness can enter, but in which 
all they shall dwell, who " have washed their robes, 
and made them white id the blood of the Lamb ;" for 
whose sake they shall be for ever " before the throne 
of God, and serve Him day and night in his temple : 
and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They sliall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
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throne, sball feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters : and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes'." Why, then, should we set our 
hearts on a place where we have not long to stay ? If 
we did indeed believe God's word, it woald be impos- 
sible that we could do so. We shoald learn, on the 
contrary, to despise the deceitful offers of this world, 
and " to count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord*." 

This is the point to which I conld wish to 
bring you all. And therefore is it that I would 
exhort you to "take heed and beware of covetous- 
ness';" for nothing will more effectually stop your 
progress in running the race which is set before you, 
than an over-careiulneBS for the things of this life. 
Id Ahab you have seen an instance of the disquietude 
and restlessness of mind which inseparably attends 
such a disposition ; how it hinders men irom enjoy- 
ing any satisfaction in those goods with which God 
has blessed them; how ready it is to embrace the 
first temptation which the devil offers for gratifying its 
desires; how it lays the heart open to every other sin, 
though never so foul, which may serve to promote its 
ends ; bow it stifles and destroys all sentiments of 
justice and honour, humanity and religion ; and how it 
ends in the certain perdition of the unhappy wretch 
who follows its suggestions, except it be timely pre- 
vented by repentance and Divine grace. 

May this Divine grace prevent any of you whose 
hearts are fixed on this sinful world ; may it turn you 
from darkness unto light, from the power of Satan 
unto God ! For, remember, there is but this alterna- 
tive ; you must renounce either this world or the 
next. Make, then, the wise and righteous choice, and 
do not prefer moments before eternity. 

And blessed be God Almighty, who has provided 
(if you will not turn away from it) an eternity of hap- 
piness for you all ; who willeth not the death of a 

• Rev. vii. U— 17. ' Phil. iii. 8. ' Luke xii. 15. 
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sinner, bat would hare all men to be Baved, and come 
to the knowledge of tbe trutb. Blessed be his holy 
name, who caused his own Son to die for your offences, 
and rise again for your justification ; that so He might 
merit for you such an eternal weight of glory, as you 
could never have dared to hope for, much less have 
expected to merit for yourselves. And to Him, also, 
be everlasting praise and glory, who, when He took 
away his Son from earth to be your continual advo- 
cate in heaven, did not leave you comfortleas, but sent 
down hia Holy Ghost to comfort and to strengthen 
yon, to enable you both to will and do what is right 
and good. So that you know in whom you have 
trusted ; you know that your Redeemer and Inter* 
cessor liveth ; and when temptations assail, or dangers 
threaten you, in your Christian course, you know where 
to apply for help ; and thus in your Creator's mercy 
the heavenly treasures are not only of all treasures 
the most desirable, but, if it be not your own fault, 
the most certain to be obtained; for if God by his 
Spirit be vrith you, who shall be against you? Covet 
earnestly, then, this best of gifts on earth, the grace 
of God's good Spirit; use it aright, when God shall 
have granted it to your prayers ; quench not the Spirit^ 
grieve it not, and then shaJl ye be sealed by it unto 
the day of redemption*. 

' See Eph. iv. 30. 
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" Are not Abana and Pfaarpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and be clean ? 
So he turned and went away in a rage." 

In the chapter from which these words are taken, you 
have an account of two very remarkable miracles 
wrought by God's prophet Elisha. The first is the 
cleansing of Naaman, a Syrian courtier, from his 
leprosy : the second, the smiting of Gehazi, the pro- 
phet's own serraot, with that leprosy. I shall make 
the first of these histories the subject of my present 
discourse, reserving the second for a future oppor- 
tunity. 

The chapter begins with some account of Naaman, 
on whose behalf the miracle was wrought. 

" Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of 
•Syria, was a great man with his master, and honour- 
able, because by him the Lord had given deliverance 
unto Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour. But 
he was a leper." No man's greatness, you see, can 
exempt him from the most loathsome calamities inci- 
dent to human life. This world is not a resting-place 
for any of us ; and God hath accordingly so ordered 
things, that no man's condition shall be absolutely 



_tOOJ^Ic 



248 NAAMAN'8 LEPE08Y. [SERM. 

what lie would himself bare it be. The most prosperous 
have always some exception to their happiness. The 
Lord to his great Apostle Paul sent a "thorn in the 
flesh, the messenger of Satan, to" buffet him '. And 
Naanian, this prime favourite of his prince, this suc- 
cessful warrior, is made a burden to himself by a dis- 
gusting and painfal malady. However, God bath a 
merciful meaning in these inflictions; and, if men 
sought Him as they might do, they would be overruled 
for good. St. Paul soon found occasion even to glory 
in his infirmity; and, as we shall see in the sequel, 
Naaman's leprosy was the occasion of more good to 
him, than he could ever have derived from his conquests 
or his honours. " And the Syrians," so the narrative 
proceeds, " had gone out by companies, and had brought 
away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid ; 
and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto 
her mistress, Would Grod my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria ! for he would recover him of 
his leprosy." 

As in the former verse, where it is said the Lord 
gave deliverance to Syria by Naaman, we learn, that 
all things are of Him, and that He girdeth even those 
who know Him not ; so here we see somewhat of the 
workings of his overruling providence. It chanced (as 
we should say ignorantly) that the Syrians made cap- 
tive this little maid ; and it chanced that she was 
brought into the family of Naaman : chance, however, 
it was not, but Divine appointment ; the Lord had a 
service upon which He chose to send her. She was, it 
appears, a true Israelite. Young as she was she bad 
heard of, and had considered, the wonderful works of 
God. She was willing, as became her, both to declare 
God's glory among the heathen, and to be an instru- 
ment of good unto her master. For though she was a 
captive, and brought into Naaman's service without her 
own concurrence, yet this put no check upon the exer^ 
eise of her charity ; she was desirous, as she had oppor^ 
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tunity, to do good unto all men : and, as the Jews 
were commanded to do afterwards ia Babylon , be 
tfaougbt it rigbt to seek tbe peace and welfare even of 
the land of her captivity. 

"And one went in, and told his lord, saying. Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. And 
the king of Syria said. Go to, go, and I will send a 
letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and 
took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying. Now 
when this letter ia come unto thee, behold, I have 
therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou 
mayest recover bim of his leprosy." 

Observe here, how much a man who is really suffer- 
ing under affliction, will do upon the smallest hint or 
peradventure of relief. Upon the mere word of this 
little Israelite, Naaman immediately sets forth upon his 
journey ; nor will he leave any means untried by which 
he may induce the prophet to befriend him. The 
more to show his respect and reverence, be goes in 
great state and pomp : he takes a letter of recommen- 
dation from the king his master, so to secure the king 
of Israel's interest ; and he will by no means go empty- 
banded. It would be well if they who are spiritually 
diseased, would hearken thus readily to the tidings 
brought them of the soul's physician ; it would be well 
if they would seek his face as diligently : for seeking 
they should surely find, and knocking it should be 
opened unto them. ' 

The king of Israel, however, was not so well ac- 
quainted with Elisha as the Syrian monarch supposed 
he must be ; and he receives the letter sent him with 
much suspicion and alarm ; " And it came to pass, when 
the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his 
clothes, and said. Am I God, to kill and to make alive, 
that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his 
leprosy ? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how 
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lie seeketh a quarrel againat mel" In this plain re- 
quest, which only meant that he should lay his com- 
mands upon the prophet to do what he could in 
Naaman's case, he discovers blasphemy against God, and 
a bad design upon himself. But there was no ground 
at alt for these surmises; and if he had bethought 
himself of Elisha and of his power, he would have 
understood the letter at ooce, and have known what he 
had to do; but his coufusion arose from his having 
made himself a stranger to the prophet : the captive 
maid had the man of God more in her thoughts than 
the king. We may observe, also, upon his behaviour, 
how often men create a great deal of uneasiness to 
themselves, by misinterpreting the words and actions 
of their neighbours. It is charity to ourselves to think 
no evil; and not the wisdom which some seem to 
euppoee, to be always suspecting a plot against us, 
where there is nothing that may reasonably excite 
suspicion. 

Though the king of Israel had forgotten Elisha, and 
had conferred do honours upon him for his past services, 
which, as we read in the preceding history, had not 
been small, yet Elisha will not forget his prince; but 
makes, unasked, a proffer of his help as soon as he 
hears of the king's distress. " And it was so, when 
Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of 
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying. Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes ? let him 
come now to me, and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel." 

" So Naaman came with his horses, and with his chariot, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha." Elisha, 
knowing him, perhaps, to be a proud man, and williag 
to let him see that before the great God all men stand 
upon the same level, does not come out or pay him 
any compliment ; but simply sends him a plain message 
directing him how to obtain a cure. "Elisha sent a 
messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean." Certainly there was no 
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natural efficacy in the streams of Jordan to produce 
the cure. But the act of washing seven times was 
commanded, that when the leper should he healed, the 
work might he perceived to be of God alone, and not 
to be the effect of human skill, and also that trial might 
be made of Naaman's obedience. For they that will 
receive help from God must do as they are bidden ; 
and show their submission, and the simplicity of their 
dependence upon Him, by being content to receive 
help in the way of Crod's own appointment. 

But Naaman, it appears (and it had well-nigh 
proved his ruin), was not of this submissive, humble, 
temper. All he had to do was to wash and be clean. 
The command was easy alike both to be under* 
stood and to be obeyed. But instead of obeying it, 
" He was wroth," we are told, " and went away, and said. 
Behold, I thought. He will surely come out to me, and 
stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and 
strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, 
and be clean ? So he -turned and went away in a rage." 
How true is it, that " Pride goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall ' !" This mighty man 
in valour is so puffed up with a sense of self-import- 
ance, that though the errand upon which he comes to 
the prophet is no other than to ask his charity ; though 
the cure he sues for is to deliver him from the most 
loathsome of all plagues ; yet he will not be content, 
unless his suit be granted with great parade and cere- 
mony : he would exact homage even when be comes 
for healing; and because liis cure is not effected in 
the manner he expects, he falls into a furious fit 
of anger. Having talked himself into a heat, as 
passionate men are wont to do, he turns away from 
the prophet's door ready to declare that he will 
never have more to do with him or his powers to heal. 
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But who in that case should be the loser 1 "They 
that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy *." 
Proud men, who prefer the wisdom of their own ways 
to God's methods, are the worst enetnieB to them- 
selves, and forego their own redemption. If Naaman 
will continue in this mind, he must be a leper to his 
dying day. Wash he must, yea and just seven times 
too, and in the despised streams of Jordan. Obey be 
must, the letter of bis instructions to a tittle ; for not 
all the waters of Damascus, nor all the skill of the 
physicians of Syria may suffice to succour him in the 
least. It mast be in God's way, or not at all : for, 
behold, saith He, " I, even I, am the Lord ; and beside 
me there is no saviour V 

Haughty, however, as this Syrian chieftain was, he 
was not altogether destitute of sound discretion, nor 
devoid, as it should appear, of amiable qualities. He 
was a man who would bear reason, and whom, there- 
fore, his well-wishers dared advise; and he bad also 
the wisdom and the happiness to keep faithful and 
wise servants about his person. "And his servants 
came near, and spake onto him, and said, My father, 
if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it ? how much rather then, 
when he saith to thee. Wash and be clean ?" "A word 
spoken in due season, how good is it * !" Here is a pat- 
tern, surely, of faithfulness, of benevolence, and of discre- 
tion, well worthy the imitation of thousands, who should 
know better than these heathen Syrians. Naaman's 
servants, though doubtless at proper times they knew 
how to keep their distance, would make bold to argue 
the matter a little with him when they perceived that he 
was likely to be so great a loser by following the dic- 
tates of his own wayward mind. They would rather, 
as becomes real friends, run the risk of giving him 
offence, than stand by, and see him throw away a 
blessing. Reprove him they must ; but in their reproof 

' Jonah ii. 8. ' Isa. xliii. 11. • Prov, xv. 23. 
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there are those two qualities which seldom iail to make 
advice acceptable to a reasonable man : there is a 
great deal of truth and reason in their expostulation ; 
a great deal of modesty and affection in the manner 
of their address; "My lather,' if the prophet had 
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it ?" Certainly I should, must Naaman's heart 
have answered ; and so the inference would be un- 
avoidable, — I have acted very foolishly, my pride has 
got the better of my judgment, let me therefore alter 
my resolutions in good time ; let me wash and be clean 
at once. Alas ! how much good is left undone, because 
men are too timid and too lukewarm faithfully to ex- 
postulate with one another, as opportunities are afforded 
them ! " He that hateth reproof is brutish ' ;" but 
why are we to think so ill of our fellow-creatures, as 
to suppose them brutish, if we have not tried them ? 
Depend upon it, counsel well-timed, if it be given with 
evident appearance of affection and good-will, and 
approve itself to the conscience by its honesty, is not 
very often given quite in vain. 

Naaman is an example of the truth of this; and 
well vras it for him that he was so, for " he that re- 
fuseth instruction despiseth his own soul ; but he that 
heareth reproof getteth understanding'." Naaman 
_ listened calmly to the expostulation of his feithful 
domestics. For, when his passion had subsided, he 
was more a respecter of truth than a respecter of 
persons. He cared not who spoke, so he spake well ; 
and therefore be went down, "and dipped himself 
seven times in Jordan." Thus he begins to show at 
last, something better than the man of valour; for 
better is " he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city '." And then, when he has submitted himself 
to seek the Lord in the way of the Lord's own devising, 
Jehovah mercifully overlooks his past perverseness ; thus 
letting us know that He waiteth to be gracious, and 
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will show Himself to be so, as soon as ever we are ready 
to honour his appointments and believe bis word. 
When Naaman had "dipped seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man of God, imme- 
diately his flesh came again like unto the fl^h of a 
little child, and he was clean." 

We come now to observe the effects which Naaman's 
cure had upon his own mind. These are to be learnt 
from the cODcIuding part of the narrative. No sooner 
did he see that he was healed than " he returned to 
the man of God, he and all his company, and came, 
and stood before him: and he said. Behold, now I 
know that there is no God in all the earth, but in 
Israel : now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of 
thy servant. But he said, As the Lord liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged 
him to take it ; but he refused. And Naaman said. 
Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy 
servant two mules' burden of earth ? for thy servant 
will henceforth offer neither burnt ofTeringnor sacrifice 
unto other gods, but unto the Lord. In this thing 
the Lord paidon thy servant, that when my master 
goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and 
he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house 
of Rimmon : when I bow down myself in the hovwe of 
Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing. 
And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed 
from him a little way." 

Upon this it is obvious to observe, in the first place, 
the altered demeanour of Naaman towards the Lord's 
prophet : he now humbly calls himself his servant, " and 
I pray thee," he says, "take a blessing," that is, a present, 
in testimony of my thankfulness, "of thy servant." 
Elisha, however, sought not bis, but him. He had 
good hopes that a salutary impression bad been made 
upon him. And it would be much for the honour of 
God, to show his new convert that the servants of the 
God of Israel were taught to look upon the wealth of 
this world with a holy contempt This would confirm 
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the belief he had professed, that there was no God but 
ID Israel ; and would show him that his worshippers 
must be transformed bj the renewing of their minds. 
Therefore he continued resolute in his refusal of the 
present to the last. 

But to return to Naaman : his bodily cure appears 
to have been the instrument of effecting a far greater 
and more important cure ; that is, of turning him from 
dumb idols to the God who made the heavens. 

" I know," he says, " that there is no God in all the 
earth but in Israel." This was a noble confession, and 
a wonderful one for a person who had been bred a 
heathen. Such a one would naturally be possessed 
with the common heathen notion, that there were 
"gods many, and lords many," of whom some were 
superior in dignity to others. Such a one, therefore, 
might still have considered the Syrian idols as tme 
gods, though Jehovab had performed a miracle which 
utterly surpassed their power. But he goes beyond 
this, his confession is not like that of the Samaritan 
nations, of whom it is related, that they feared the 
Lord, hut yet continued to serve their own idols in 
conjunction with Him'"; but it is such an acknow- 
ledgment as He requires, who is a jealous God, and 
wili give no part of his glory to another, and it is fol- 
lowed up with correspondent resolutions of obedience, 
" Thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt-offer- 
ing nor sacrifice to other gods, but to the Lord." 
But there are two instances of weakness and imperfec- 
tion iu his behaviour. In one instance he will super- 
stitiously go beyond his duty ; not only will be worship 
the God of Israel, but he will have clods of earth out 
of the prophet's country to make an altar of He that 
spake so contemptuously awhile ago of the waters of 
Israel, now extravagantly overvalues even the earth of 
Israel; supposing (since God, as possibly he knew, had 
appointed altars of earth) that an altar of Israelitish 
earth would be most acceptable to Him : and not con- 

■* See 2 Kings xvii. 32. 
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sideling that all " tlie earth is the Lord's, aud the ful- 
ness thereof." 

The other instance of his infimiity is not bo easilj to 
be excused ; he will not, indeed, worship any god 
beside the Lord ; but, that he may keep his place, and 
pay due respect to the king his master, he asks per- 
mission to bow himself in the bouse of the idol Rim- 
mon, though he seems sensible that such an act had, 
at least, a bad appearance, and might be construed 
into an acknowledgment, on his part, of the idol's 
godhead. All things considered, this, in the case of 
one so ignorant of true religion as Naaman then was, 
might admit of some apology, though it can by no 
meaos he justified. However, as his promise to offer 
sacrifice to no God save Jehovah only, was a great 
point gained with one who had been bom and bred a 
heathen; and as he showed symptoms of ingenuous- 
ness and right convictiona, which gave hopes of his 
improvement as he should acquire further knowledge, 
the prophet takes a iair leave of him, and bids him 
*' Go in peace." He does not authorize him to do as 
he desired; but he waives the question, and gives him 
his blessing in general terms; being unwilling, as it 
should seem, and thinking it imprudent, to press bim 
too far in the first outset of his religious course. All 
that we can safely collect from the prophet's conduct 
is, that young converts must be dealt with tenderly. 
If Elisha may be imitated, it must be with caution 
and strict attention to circumstances. Beginners can- 
not be complete at once : and if we see them wanting, 
it may be wise to defer some things we have to say to 
them for a season ; praying for them in the mean time, 
and trusting in the Lord to enable them to see more 
perfectly. However, we must not affect actually to 
dispense with men's obedience in the least jot or 
tittle ; and where it is perfectly clear to us that such 
or such a thing is our own duty, we must not ourselves 
desire it to be dispensed with; for, saith our Lord, 
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" WboBoever shall break one of these least commaDd- 
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven^" 

Such is the history of Naaman: let us see 
whether it may not be applied to our own case as 
sinners. 

We all labour by nature under a worse disease than 
the leprosy of Naaman. Sin, whether we will think 
of it or no, (and they are not the least sinners who are 
least apt to thiuk of it,) renders us amenable to the 
curse of God's righteous law, and makes it impossible, 
in the nature of things, that we should dwell with Him 
in heaven. From this disease and its awful con- 
sequences there is one way of escape, but only one. 
As nothing would avail Naamau till he came and 
stood like a suppliant at the door of the house of 
Elisha, so nothing shall avail us, till, like humble, igno- 
rant inquirers, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his 
word. How beautiful, then, are the feet of them that 
bring the good tidings of this Saviour to us ! and see- 
ing we do not commonly resemble Naaman, iu tlie deep 
sense he had of his malady, bow blessed is that warn- 
ing voice that disturbs our spiritual slumbers, saying, 
" Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light' !" 

Would God, my brethren, ye were all of you with 
the Prophet of Nazareth, Christ Jesus, for He would 
recover you of your leprosy ! He would eradicate the 
poison from your hearts ; He would cancel the hand- 
writing of condemnation which is against you; He 
would make a perfect cure ; He would receive you as 
alive from the dead. And you need no letter of com- 
mendation uuto Him; his kind oflfices are not to be 
purchased with gold and silver ; He hath not required 
any such costly offerings at your hands that ye should 
tread his courts. " Ho, every one that thirsteth," He 
says, "come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy wine 

' Matt. V. ]£►. ' Ei.li. V. H. 
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and milk -without money, and without price^" The 
Lord lovetll the occasions of glorifying his compaseion. 
Therefore, says our blessed Lord, " him that eometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out'." 

But here, in the first place, take warning from the 
case of Naaman, that ye he not ruined, as he had well- 
nigh been, by yoar own self-conceit and pride. 

When ye shall come to inquire of the Lord Jesus, 
What ye must do to be saved ? there is a plain answer 
for you. The directions you are to receive, indeed, 
are such as pride may not relish, but tbey are such as 
sincerity cannot misunderstand. 

Christ died for sinners. He rose again, and "ever 
liveth to make intercession for them'." Trust wholly to 
his atonement for forgiveness. Trust wholly to his 
promise of spiritual aid to sanctify you. Search the 
Scriptures if you would know your Saviour thoroughly, 
for they are they which testify of Him. Hear the 
word preached, for it is written, " Faith eometh by hear- 
ing^." Believe just what God tells you, do just what 
He commands you; and when, upon trial, you find 
that of yourselves you can do nothing, then come 
boldly as He commissions you, to the throne of his 
grace by prayer. " Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you*." 

If you will not take God's word for it, that these 
means of his own appointment are, through his bless- 
ing upon them, as available as He says they are, then 
you make God a liar, and disinherit yourselves of the 
mercy He would have you taste. If, not relishing his 
prescribed methods, and rebelling in your carnal 
hearts against bis just and good requirements, you 
choose to cry, " Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, bietter than all the vraters of Israel ?" May 
I not better expect to be saved by my own righteous- 
ness, than by trusting to another's merits? May I not 
wash my heart from wickedness and be clean, through 

• Isa. Iv. 1, 2. ' John vi, 37. 

' Rom. X. 17. ' 
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the purifjiog powers of my own right resolutiooB? 
May I not square the directioQB given me in such or 
such manner better to suit my own particular feelings 
and convenience? Will it not be sufficient, if I go 
BO far in renouncing the world, and crossing my ovm 
appetites, though I Bhould choose to go no further ? — 
If you will argue and act in this way, then you must 
take the consecjuences. *' Strait is the gate, and nar- 
row is the way, which leadeth unto life*;" but if you 
wish for a broader way, for more room and more 
liberty, there is such a way indeed, and it hath its 
varieties not a few, but the one end thereof is death. 
Remember, I beseech you, you are the sinners, God is 
the Judge ; you are the starving beggars that ask for 
charity, God the Bole proprietor of that treasury in 
which all good gifts are lodged. You might be cast 
into hdl, yon might be left to starve without any 
impeachment at all of your Maker's justice. Surely, 
then, it is God who is to mark out the path by which 
you may approach unto Him, and if He has marked 
out any path (though He sbould have beset it all 
along with nothing else save thorns and briars), it 
must be your part to walk in it with thankfulness, 
seeing you are entitled to no way of escape at all. 
But your Almighty Lord hath not dealt thus harshly 
with yoo ; He hath g^ven his own Son to be the way, 
and " He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : He 
diall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in 
his bosom, and sball gently lead those that are with 
young"." " Come unto me," therefore, he says, " all ye 
tbat labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light'." There is salvation in no other. There is 
salvation by Him only according to his own method. 
But implicitly follow his plain directions, and it is not 
possible for the end to be separated from the means. 

• Malt vii. 14. " Isa. xl.ll. 

' Matt. xi. 28—30. 
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Though your souls should be more leprous than the 
flesh of Naaman, you shall be as thoroughly cleansed 
as he. For He will put his spirit within you, and 
whom He sanctifies here. He glorifies for ever. 

However, ye do not hear these things for the 
first time to-day. Perhaps, therefore, ye have already 
despised this great salvation, and are etill despising it. 
Like Naaman, when he went away in a rage, ye are 
doing despite to the spirit of grace. But why will ye 
die, O house of Israel? Are there any that would 
kindly expostulate with you? whose words of sobei^ 
nesB and tender consideration would smite you friendly 
and reprove you ? Oh learn, if there should be such, 
to know your friends. If you did but know your 
danger, if the eye of your faith could but he enlight- 
ened thoroughly, to perceive how your feet are going 
down to death, and your steps taking hold on hell, 
what great thing, what hard thing would you refuse 
to do, 80 you might but escape the pit ? How much 
rather, then, when He saith unto you, " Wash, and be 
clean !" How much rather, when God requires no 
more than the surrender of sin, that false friend, that 
venomous deceitful viper, and says, " Believe not lying 
vanities, but that tried true Friend that died for you!" 
This is what all who know what is good for you, and 
love you truly, would advise. If pride and selfish 
passions have misled you hitherto, let them not mis- 
lead you still ; but suffer ye the word of exhortation 
whilst it is called to-day, lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. Let me entreat 
you all, that whilst you decidedly choose the good, 
you would as decidedly eschew the imperfections of 
Naaman's example. Let us not hear you Bay, with 
him, The Lord pardon thy servant in this thing, or in 
that, for your case is not parallel to his. You cannot 
plead ignorance, as he might have done. You have 
better light ; and God looks for it from you that ye 
should "walk as children of light'." 

' Epli. V. 8. 
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Be assured, then, of these things. If, professing 
to devote yourselves to God, you make reservation of 
any one known*sin, in which you determine to indulge 
yourselves stili, that reserve convicts your profession 
of hypocrisy. You must cast away all your trans- 
gressions, and make you a new heart and a new spirit 
altogether: you must "lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset you." There is, 
indeed, no sin which God will not forgive, upon your 
repentance and forsaking of it, provided you draw 
near by faith in his Son's name ; but if you would ask 
for a dispensation to go on in any evil habit, either 
of omission of duty, or commission of transgression, 
either in a great point, or in a smaller, you mock 
God, and deceive yourselves ; you are still sowing to 
your flesh, and as you have sowed, so shall you also 
reap. Such as know not how to quit worldly profit 
or preferment, when they may not retain it without 
sinning against God and wronging their own con- 
sciences, know not as yet what the pearl of great price 
ia worth ; they know not the value of the Divine 
favour, they estimate not Christ aright. Finally, they 
who hate evil, as sincere Christians ought to do, will 
abstain from all appearance of evil ; and though they 
covet not human admiration, they will not willingly 
consent that their good should be evil spoken of. 
They will not, therefore, for any cause, so much as 
bow themselves in the house of Eimmon; they will 
not only be on the Lord's side, but will boldly declare 
for God, and declare against his enemies. These are 
the ways of real Christian men; this is the walk of 
those who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. " If thy 
right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast it from 
thee;" and hating even the garment that is spotted 
with the flesh, disdaining guile or compromise, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy, " have respect unto all 
the commandments." This is, in the true sense, to 
offer neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other 
gods but unto the Lord. This is that to which the 
love of Christ, and a due sense of your obligation to 
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Him, ought in all reason to coDstrain you ; this is that 
religions integrity which God will accept in Christ; 
and these are those honest purposes which his grace 
will enable you to fulfil. God helps no man to sur- 
render half hie heart ; but if yon mean to give Him 
all, doubt not but He wilt make you his, for "the 
prayer of the upright is his delight^" 
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SERMON XXI. 



THE PUNISHMENT OF GEHAZI. 



" The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto 
thy seed for ever. And be went out from his presence a leper as 
white as snow." 

When Naaman, tbe STrian, (as I showed you in my last 
discourse,) perceived liimseif to be healed of his leprosy, 
he returned to the man of God, he and all his com- 
pany, praying that he might be suffered to testify his 
thanktiilnesa, by presenting to him some suitable gift : 
" Now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy 
servant." Elisha, however, for good reasons, chose to 
decline his offers; and he answers with much vehe- 
mence, " As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I 
will receive none. And be urged him to take it ; but 
he refused." 

But the prophet had a servant, named Gehazi, a 
man of another spirit from his master. He approved 
not of his disinterestedness, and his wicked heart im- 
mediately conceived a plan, by which, at the expense of 
Naaman's substance, and bis master's honour, he hoped 
to enrich himself. The remainder of the chapter re- 
cords the circumstances of his sin, and its miraculous 
and awfiil punishment. 

Naaman, an alien from the commonwealth of 
Israel, an unenlightened heathen, a stranger to the 
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Scriptures of God, had many servants ; and we read how 
wise and good they were : Elisha, a holy prophet, a 
man of God, bad but ooe servant, and be proved a 
wicked liar. Tbey who beard of Elisba at a distance, 
honoured him, and received spiritual benefit from what 
they heard : but he that stood continually before him, 
to hear his wisdom, received no good impressions either 
from bis doctrine or his miracles. One would expect 
. that Elisha'a servant should be a saint, but even Christ 
Himself had a Judas among his followers. The means 
of grace cannot make men gracious. The best men, 
the best ministers, have oflen had those about them, 
who, through no feult of theirs, have been their grief and 
shame. Where God is nigh in men's lips, He is some- 
times far from their reins ; and then, the more the 
light shines around them, the more gross is the dark- 
ness that reigns within ; and accordingly " many shall 
come from the east and west, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven ;" when " the children of the kingdom shall be 
cast out '." The noble Syrian, as we read ', having 
closed his conference with Elisha, " departed from him 
a little way." But he was not suffered to proceed far 
upon his journey. " Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the 
man of God, said. Behold, my master hath spared 
Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that 
which he brought : but, as the Lord liveth, I will run 
after him, and take somewhat of him. So Gehazi 
followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him 
running after him, he lighted down from the chariot 
to meet him, and said. Is all well? And he said, All 
is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, 
even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim 
two young men of the sons of the prophets : give them, 
I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of 
garments. And Naaman said. Be content, take two 
talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of 
silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and 

' Matt. viii. 11, 12. " ' 2 Kings v. 19. 
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laid them apon two of his servants; and they bare 
them before him. And when he came to the tower, 
he took tbem from their hand, and bestowed them in 
the house : and he let the men go, and they departed. 
But he went in, and stood before his master." Here is 
the sin of this hypocrite ; and now observe its compli- 
cated baseness. 

That " love of money," which is the prolific " root of 
all evil';" that " covetousness which is idolatry*," was 
at the bottom of it. His heavenly-miaded master 
beheld Naaman's treasures with a holy indifference. 
His desires were of a nature which wealth could not 
satisfy ; his consolations of a kind which riches could 
not enhance. He was drawing water with joy out of 
the wells of salvation, and looking for " a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is GodV 
But Gehazi had imbibed no portion of the prophet's 
spirit; for other lords, far different from the Lord 
Jehovah, had dominion in his earthly mind ; "and they 
that will be rich," as the sequel shows, "fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition'." 

Gehazi blamed his master, and perhaps insolently 
despised him, for what he took to be his folly, in 
refusing gold when he might so readily have obtained 
it ; and though he might easily have seen, and perhaps 
did see, into the good man's motive, that he meant by 
such disinterestedness to gain upon Naaman's esteem, 
to possess him with a favourable opinion of Jehovah's 
worshippers, and so to draw him to true religion and 
benefit his immortal soul, this consideration made no 
difference. It appeared to bim enthusiasm, it was 
over-righteousness, a weak good nature in his master, 
if he was influenced by such views as these, to forego 
solid profit. " As the Lord liveth," he exclaims pro- 
fanely, " I will run after him, and take somewhat of 
him." Such is the wisdom of the world ; a wisdom 

* 1 Tim.Ti. 10. ' Col. iii. 6. 

' Heb. xi. 10. • 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
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surely falsely so called. A man entitles himself a 
ChristiaD, because his neighbours do the same. But, 
rejecting the testimony of God, that earth is but our 
place of trial, whilst there remaineth for the people of 
God an eternal resting-place, he sets his affections 
upon earthly things, and shows his wisdom in pur- 
chasing them at ten thousand times their value ; and he 
despises those who act from higher motives, calls their 
charity weakness, and brands their piety as pitiful folly, 
only because his own degraded, low desires have 
blinded his eyes, so that he cannot see, what is indeed 
the truth, that Christian conduct is as much superior to 
his, in sense and reason, as it is in conformity to the 
will of God. 

When Naaman sees Gehazi approaching, and courte- 
oosly alights from his chariot to meet him, then that 
hypocrite enters upon the execution of his scheme of 
perfidy by a deliberate falsehood ; and by that &Isehood 
he grossly abuses his master, and basely misrepresents 
his character to Naaman ; as though he were one, who, 
if he could conceive ageneroos resolution, had not firm- 
ness of mind enough to keep it. He must have known 
that he was sacrificing the prophet's reputation, in order 
to indulge his own avarice. But when once we have 
made any sinful lust our master, there is no excess of 
wickedness to which it will not carry us. 

There was evident danger, also, of Gehazi's alien- 
ating Naaman from that holy religion which he had so 
newly espoused, and lessening his good opinion of it. 
Nothing more conciliates men's minds to the truth, than 
that shining light of a Christian's path, by which oppor- 
tunity is afforded them to see how real religious prin- 
ciples lift a man above all low and sordid aims ; but it 
turns their admiration into contempt and distrust, 
greater than they would have felt had that admiration 
never been raised at all, if they find, upon further 
knowledge, that these plausible appearances are mere 
pretence. Naaman would not, it is probable, have 
thought amiss of filisha had he accepted his present at 
once, without hesitation, though doubtless Ms esteem 
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for hini mnst have been much increased bj bis refusal 
of it. But when he finds the good man repenting of 
his heavenly-mindedness, as he must have supposed 
bim to have done, as long as be belicTed Gehazi's 
story, what could he have thought, but that whilst he 
coveted the reputation of indifference to worldly riches, 
be was really as much attached to them as any, and s<^ 
with all his show of sanctity, no more than a common 
man at last ? Therefore, though he would have revered 
his religion whilst it seemed to liave made him so 
eminent a saint, he would be tempted to despise it 
now. All this Gehazi might very easily have foreseen 
as the result of his wicked act; and it is a further 
great aggravation of his conduct, that if he did foresee 
it, he was not thereby deterred from proceeding in his 
perfidy. 

The road of sin is a downhill road ; and especially in 
the sin of lying, one falsehood is sure to make way for 
many more. In order to succeed in his enterprise 
with Naaman, Gehazi, as we have seen, had recourse 
to one deliberate lie; it was to be expected that he 
would vrant another to conceal the matter from Elisha. 
When he came to the tower, we are told, he bestowed 
his ill-gotten treasure in the house ; and then, assum- 
ing, no doubt, an air of unconscious innocence, he 
comes in and stands before his master. But he waits 
not long before he is called to account. "Whence 
comest thou, Gehazi?" inquires the prophet "Thy 
servant went no whither," is the reply. But Elisha 
soon lets him know that it is vain for him to attempt 
concealment. He could tell him, without waiting for 
his confession, where be had been and what be bad 
done ; yea, and what he now purposed and designed 
to do : " Went not mine heart vrith thee," he exclaims, 
" when the man turned again from his chariot to meet 
thee ? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive 
garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, 
and oxen, and men-servants, and maid-servants?" 
That is, God, by whom I received power to heal the 
leprosy of Naaman, hath revealed thy base perfidy. 
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Thou bast laid a scheme for enriching thyself; and 
thou hast, as thou imaginest, gained thine end; and 
art projecting now how thou shalt bestow thy trea- 
sures ; but know, that thy foolish hopes and thy vain 
contrivances are open before God ; and now that thy 
wicked deed is finished He will order the event as to 
Him seems fit and good; "The leprosy therefore of 
Naaman shall cleave unto tbee, and unto thy seed for 
ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as 
white as snow." Alas! what might his two talents 
of silver avail him now? what, though they had 
been ten thousand instead of two? Leprosy made 
Naaman wretched, with all that honour, and court 
favour, and a good name iairly earned could minister 
to set against the plague. But to Gehazi it was no 
single plague. As an Israelite, he would be banished 
by law from society and from God's ordinances ; and 
his punishment would serve to make his crime noto- 
rious, so that he should be a mark for scorn, to point 
at all his days. Thus " a man's heart deviseth his way ; 
but the Lord directeth his steps '." He covets an evil 
covetousness to his house, he gets gain by evil courses ; 
but he has not therefore gotten comfort ; for the end 
of these things is death. None may make straight 
that which God hath made crooked. The sinner goes, 
as he thinks, to pleasure ; but the Lord directeth his 
steps to hell. " Whatsoever a man sowetli, that sliall 
he also reap *." So it was with Gehazi ; he sowed to 
his flesh, and of the fiesh he reaped corruption. 

Let us proceed to make some application of his 
history. 

Be cautioned, then, in the first place, against the 
aggravated guilt and awful danger of such as " hold 
the truth in unrighteousness ^." Gehazi, who was so 
eminent a sinner, had every possible advantage for 
being as eminent a saint. Yon are not indeed circum- 
stanced exactly as he was ; but unto you also the " Sun 
of righteousness" hath risen "with healing on his 
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winge '." Yea, " many prophets and kings," sucli m'en 
as even Elisha himself, have desired to see those 
things which ye see, and have not seen them*. 
The Saints of old saw the mystery of human redemp- 
tion, as through a glass, darkly ; but Cxod hath made 
it so plain to you, that be may run that readeth. 
Which of you knows not that the Son of the Most 
High expired on a cross for sinners ' 1 that " He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them*?" that "who- 
soever believetb in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life*?" that He vrill "give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him*?" that He heareth and au- 
swereth prayer''? that God "will judge the world 
in righteouaness'?" that the wicked "shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into 
life eternal'?" Did Gehazi, suppose ye, know more 
than this? He could not know it by so clear a light 
as that which the Gospel holds out to you. What 
then will your doom be, if you neglect so great salva^ 
tion ? What will your doom be, if ye will go on to 
the last to forget God; to refuse Him empire over 
your hearts; to prefer the world and sin before Him? 
" Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! 
for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have re- 
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say 
unto you. It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
at the day of judgment, than for you "." The leprosy of 
Naamao, brethren, is a type of that loathsome spiritual 
malady which cleaves to the souls of all unchanged men. 
Arise, then, and flee for your lives ; cut off the offending 
right hand, lay aside the besetting sin, apply to God 
through Christ for strength to do so, lest the curse light 
upon you that your soul's leprosy shall cleave to you for 
ever. "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repent- 
ance';" and do not imitate the Jews of old, who, because 

' Mai. iv. 2. ' See Luke x. 24. ' Phil. ii. 8. 

* Heb. »ii. 25. ' John iii. 16. ' Luke xi. 13. 

' J John V. 14, 15. ' Acta xvii. 31 . » Matt. xitv. 46. 

'• Matt. xi. 21, 22. ' Matt. iii. 8. 
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they were circumcised, called God's people, and had 
Abrabam for their father, thought they could not 
perish. Do not suppose that bctcause you call your- 
selves Christians, and attend with ever so great punc- 
tuality upon outward means and ordinances, that 
therefore you are such as Christ will own for his. But 
take ye heed how ye hear, how ye read, how ye 
walk, in a land of light Remember that your privi- 
leges must be accounted for, and that " unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall be much required'." 
But how does it come to pass, that men act so 
madly and throw their immortal souls away ? From 
Gehazi's case ve learn, how true are the Apostle's 
words, *' If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him '." Gehazi belied his master, 
and endangered the soul of Naaman, was a liar uid 
a hypocrite, and jeoparded his own salvation, because 
he loved worldly riches inordinately. The same cause 
will produce the same effects again. It matters not 
whether it be pleasure or gain that you set your heart 
upon ; or whether it he auy other creature. If you 
love any earthly thing better than God, that thing, be 
it what it may, will prove your ruin. Perhaps worldly- 
minded people may not he tempted just as Gehazi 
was. They may have such a competency of worldly 
things, that they might lose, even in a worldly sense, 
more than they could gain, if they were to attempt 
to increase their store by direct dishonest practices. 
But if worldly-mindedness does not make a man a 
robber or a cheat, it may still prevent his being a 
Christian, and so destroy his soul. The nch man, 
whose ground (as our Saviour tells us) " brought forth 
plentifully *," did not defraud his neighbours in reaping 
his own liarvest; hut two things he did, in which 
many of this world's honest men resemble him : he 
determined to keep his stores to himself; he did no 
good with them; and he made God's gifts his idols; 
he set his heart upon his wealth. So he received the 
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doom of those of whom it is written, " The wicked 
shall be turned into bell, and all the people that for- 
get God '." Let those who have abundance, remem- 
ber this; and let me tell the poorest also, that the 
case would have been just the same if the man had 
forgotten God in the enjoyment of ever so small a 
worldly portion. 

It seems, however, hardly a sufficient answer to the 
question. Why do men throw their souls away with 
their eyes open ? to say, that they are tempted by pros- 
pect of worldly gain. For why should such things, 
it may be inquired further, have power to tempt them? 
In the worid, the hope of a small gain never tempts 
a man certainly to forego a great gain ; why then should 
the best things in the world be taken by men in ex- 
change for their seals, seeing those very same men will 
say, if they are asked, that the world passeth away like 
a shadow, hut the soul abideth for ever. The cause is 
this: there is that corruption in the human heart 
which gives temptation suitable entertainment; which 
overvalues this world, and undervalues the world to 
come ; which loves sin and hates God and godliness ; 
and so the judgment is overpowered by the depraved 
aifections. Conscience cries in vain, " The thing you 
would do is evil, and deserves punishment ;" the undeiv 
standing cries in vain, " You are fighting against your- 
selves." The heart is evil, the tastes, the appetites, the 
desires are poisoned, and they will be indulged at all 
events. The covetous man is detennined he will be 
rich, the sensual man that he will have his pleasure ; so 
the voice of reason is drowned in the clamour of way- 
ward passion. But there is a principle, by which this 
Divine grace, this proneness to sinful indulgence may 
be overcome, by which the heart may be purified, the 
affections restored to their proper tone, and the judg- 
ment and the conscience acquire their due ascendancy 
again. This principle is faith. But, it is written, " All 
men have not faith*." Some pretend to none, and 

* Ps. ix. 17. Prayer Book TraDslation. 

* 3 Thess. iii. 2. 
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some deceive themselves by a spurious counterfeit. 
With those who have none, or who have the counter- 
, feit, it is 8S it was with Gehazi ; the heart is not 
washed from wickedness, the affections are sinful, 
and they are masters ; so the soul is sold for nothing, 
and God's enemy is served before Him. But where true 
fiiith is, the case is altered. Men have this reason for 
sin — that they expect gain by it On the other hand, 
there is this reason, among thousands more, for god- 
liness, — that there " is great gain," as the Apostle says, 
attached to that '. Tlie gain of godliness has this 
advantage over the gain of sin, that it is eternal ; 
whereas the pleasures of sin are but for a season. But 
then the sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily '. The gain of godliness, though it be eternal, 
is future ; the gain of sin, though short, is present. But 
if men were as sure of future gain as they are of 
present, they would prefer great things in reversion 
to trifles in possession. A man parts with a small sum 
cheerfully to-day, if he is sure of a sevenfold return 
some time hence : upon a faith like this, business is 
transacted in the world. If people believed God's 
word thoroughly, would not they act in the same way 
in spiritual things? The Apostle says they would; 
" Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen ' ;" by means of it the believer 
comes to be well assured that eternal happiness, and not 
temporal, ought to he his aim ; because he is assured by 
God's word that his labour after eternal happiness 
shall not be lost. An operative real faith would have 
made Gehazi content with his poverty ; for he would 
have seen it was of little consequence how he fared in 
a world he was soon to leave, and his mind would 
have been turned to seek the treasures where his faith 
taught him he was to abide for ever. Faith would 
not have suffered him to have increased his substance 
by ungodly means, for he would have feared, more 

' 1 Tim. vi. 6. 
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than poverty. Him that is able to cast body and soul 
into hell. So, "this is the victory which overcometh 
the world, even our faith * ;" with that shield before us 
we see things as they are ; the world appears no longer 
more considerable than it is, merely because it is close 
to our eyes, nor heaven of little value, merely because 
it is at a distance: the thought of eternity swallows 
up distance ; and thus the believer is assailable by 
worldly bribes no more. But faith has another and a 
still better way of working ; it " worketh by love '." The 
true believer's soul is filled with thankfulness to the 
Redeemer who died for him, with admiration of his 
bounties, and with love to Him. The firmer his be- 
lief, the more fervent his love and gratitude, the more 
anxious his desire to know and do God's will. Gehazi 
knew that God hated robbery and covetousness ; had 
he had faith enough in God to love Him he would have 
hated them too, for his heavenly Father's sake. 

Naaman's riches, then, were indeed the occasions of 
his sin, the bribe which Satan made use of to tempt 
him ; but that was all, there was no need he should 
have yielded. He might have despised them as his 
master did. But he was drawn aside by his own lust 
and BDticed. Elisha was a heavenly-minded lover of 
God, therefore they had no charms for him ; Gehazi, 
a worldly-minded despiser of God, therefore he could 
not withstand them. They were the best treasures he 
knew of. So the good Elisha, out of the good treasure 
of his heart, brought forth good fruit ; and the wicked 
Gehazi, out of the evil treasure of liis heart, evil fruit. 
But these two men were both bom in sin alike ; but 
Elisha was bom again of the Spirit, whilst Gehazi re- 
mained unchanged. The Spirit changed Elisha by 
purifying his heart by faith ; and faith led him to de- 
spise the world and to love God. 

Would you avoid Gehazi's sin, and share Elisha's 
glory? If you would, this must be your unremitting 
prayer : " Lord, give us faith, and purify our hearts by 

* 1 John V. 4. ' Gal. v. 6. 
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meane of it." Then you will never prefer gain or 
present indulgence to godly conduct and a good con- 
science. You will be able to bear poverty if it should 
be allotted you ; you will not fear any worldly evil ; but 
you will fear sin and fear a lie. The believer cannot 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord as Gehazi did. lie knovrs 
that the eye of God is upon him every instant, that 
there is no darkness nor shadow of death where the 
workers of iniquity may hide themselves. " Went not 
mine heart vrith thee," saith the prophet, " when the 
man turned again from hie chariot to meet thee?" 
and goes not the eye of the Almighty with every one 
of you, go where you will ? " Understand," then, " ye 
brutish among the people ; and ye fools, when will ye 
be wisel He that planteth the ear, shall He not hear? 
He that formed the eye, shall He not see ? He that 
chastiseth the heathen, shall not He correct^?" Alas! 
to what purpose is it that mea should contrive and 
plan and shut their eyes against the vanity of their 
own contrivances? What safety can there be for 
transgressors, whilst God filleth heaven and earth? 
For impenitent transgressors there can be none. God 
doeth whatsoever pleaseth Him, in heaven and in earth ; 
and He can Curse even their blessings, and make the 
bribes for which they have sold their souls to be a 
torment in possession. But, believe that He is God 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself: believe 
that He is a wise and tender Father : believe Him 
when He tells you that great peace have they which 
love his law; oifer the sacrifices of righteousne®, and 
put your trust in the Lord; and whether He send 
poverty or plenty, good or ill of this world, He shall 
put gladness into your heart-, more than in the time 
when your ciJm and vrine increased. 

* Ps. xclv.8-10. 
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HEZEKIAHS SUBMISSION UNDER GODS REBUKE. 



Isaiah xxxix. 8. 

" Then said Hezekiab to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which 
thou haat spoken. He said moTeover, For there shall be peace and 
truth in tny days." 

The history with which these words are connected is 
a beautiful comment on that declaration of our Lord, 
"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten'." And 
the words themselves set before us a very edifying 
example of the cheerful and humble submission of a 
righteous man to the will of God. 

I. I will first lay the history before you, making 
some remarks upon it as I go along ; 

II. Secondly, I will call your attention more par- 
ticularly to the words of Hezekiah in the text ; 

III. And then make some application of the whole. 
I. The history relates Hezekiah's error, and God's 

merciful rebuke to him in consequence of it. 

The character of Hezekiah is well known. He ranks 
among the very best of the kings of Judah. " He did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, accord- 
ing to all -that David his father did. He removed 
the high places, and brake the images, and cut down 
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the groTes, and brake in pieces the brazen serpent that 
Moses had made; for unto those days the children of 
Israel did bum incense to it ... . He trnsted in the 
Lord God of Israel ; so that after him •was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before 
him. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not 
from following Him, but kept his commandments, which 
the Lord commanded Moses. And the Lord was with 
him; and be prospered whithersoever he wentV This 
is a very high character, especially when we consider 
that it comes from the infallible authority of the Holy 
Ghost. Nevertheless we shall see that even this ex- 
cellent man was compassed with infirmity. 

It came to pass (we read, in the 38th chapter of 
Isaiah) that Hezekiah fell sick, and was at the point 
of death ; and the Lord sent unto him Isaiah the 
prophet to say unto him, " Set thine house in order : ■ 
for thou sbalt die, and not live." Upon this Heze- 
kiah " prayed unto the Lord ;" and God in his great 
mercy sent the prophet to him again, to assure him 
that his prayer was heard; that he should yet live 
fifteen years longer ; and that God would, moreover, 
protect him and his kingdom, and defend them against 
the king of Assyria, who was his powerful and bitter 
enemy. He was then commanded to take a lump of. 
figs, which being laid upon the boil, he immediately 
recovered; and, as a pledge or sign that God had 
indeed spoken by Isaiah, and would fulfil all his 
promise, the prophet was enabled to work a miracle in 
Hezekiah's presence, by causing the shadow to go 
backward upon the aun-dia! ten degrees. 

After these things had taken place, and were made 
known (as it was likely they soon would be) in the 
countries which bordered upon Judea,Merodach-baladan, 
king of Babylon, sent letters to Hezekiah to congratu- 
late him upon his recovery ; accompanying them with 
a present \ which in those days was always customary. 
Hezekiah, we are told, was glad ; he was much pleased 

» 2 Kings xviii. 3—7. ' Seelaa. xxxix. 1. 
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with this respect shown him by the king of Babjrlon, 
and probably hoped to gain some political advantages 
from the firiendship and alliance of this idolatrous 
prince. Accordingly, he received the ambassadors 
who brought the letter with much distinction, and 
particularly, it is said, he "showed them the house of 
his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the 
spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house 
of his armour, and ail that was found in his treasures : 
there was nothing in hie house, nor in al! his dominion, 
that Hezekiah showed them not '." If nothing further 
had been recorded, we probably might not have dis- 
covered that there was any thing wrong in this. How- 
ever it is clear from the rebuke which follows, that the 
thing displeased the Lord ; wherefore there was doubt- 
less something sinful in HezekiaVs conduct. 

And, in the first place, be seems to have let slip a very 
favourable opportunity of making known the glory and 
goodness of the God of Israel among the heathen. If 
instead of showing them his treasures, he had related 
to these idolatrous Chaldeaus, who were worshippers 
of the sun, the account of bis marvellous cure, and 
especially the miracle by which the shadow was made 
t*o go ten degrees backward on the dial, he might have 
been the means of bringing them to the knowledge of 
the true God who made the heavens ; and of coovino- 
ing them that He was master even of that glorious 
luminary, which they ignorantly adored instead of its 
Creator. At all events, it was his duty, as a servant of 
the Lord Jehovah, and as a sinner who had experienced 
God's tender mercies, out of the fulness of a thankful 
heart to make known his praises, and be telling of his 
salvation from day to day. So that here, perhaps, 
there was a sinful omission. But, in addition to this, 
we may infer, from the manner of God's rebuke to him, 
that there was something wrong in the state of Heze- 
kiah's heart, which made him display his armour and 
his riches before these ambassadors. Indeed we are 
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expressly told that he did it in "the pride of his heart *." 
Such ostentation and vain parade of grandeur ill became 
him. A man acquainted with religion, as Hezekiah 
was, should have despised the admiration which might 
have been excited in the minds of heathen men upon 
beholding him so rich, and increased with worldly goods. 
His God should have been his glory. But we read, 
" his heart was lifted pp *." He seems to have been 
occupied with thoughts of the advantages he should 
receive from the ^ieodship of the king of Babylon, 
and so forgetting, or looking aside from God for a 
season, he felt something of that idolatrous complacency 
which the rich man in the parable felt; who, when 
his ground brought forth plentifully, thought within 
himself, he would enlarge his bams, and said to his soul, 
" Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry '." 

This certainly was not the habitual frame of Heze- 
kiah's mind, though he was betrayed into it upon this 
occasion. For he was a good man, and " the Lord 
was with him ;" and, like a faithful friend, God not 
only made him to prosper when he could bear pros- 
perity, but He watched over him for good ; and took 
care so to order all things for his spiritual advantage, 
that his soul should receive no damage from tiie 
friendship of the world. " Every branch in me," saith 
Christ, " that beareth fruit," my Father " purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more finit'." That is, when 
God sees a believer sincere in his profession of reli- 
gion, in his great love He takes care to chasten him 
for his profit, that he may increase more and more in 
holiness, and so may receive a still higher place and 
degree among the children of God's love hereafter. 
And thus God dealt with Hezekiah. If it had been 
wicked Ahab who had done this deed, the Lord 
might, possibly, have taken no notice of it; He 
might have left that idolatrous sinner to have followed 
his own devices. But seeing this evil temper begin- 
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ning to show itself in a pious and humble man, the 
Lord mercifully and savingly interposed to check it in 
the beginning. So we read : " Then came Isaiah the 
prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What 
said these men? and from whence came they unto 
thee ? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far 
country unto me, even from Babylon. Then said he. 
What have they seen in thine house ? And Hezekiah 
answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: 
there is nothing among my treasures that I have not 
showed them. Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear 
the word of the Lord of Hosts: Behold, the days 
come, that all that is in thine house, and that which 
thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall 
be carried to Babylon : nothing shall be left, saith the 
Lord. And of thy sons that shall issue from tUee, 
which thou shalt beget, shall they take away ; and 
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon*." 

This must have been afflicting intelligence to Heze- 
kiah ; but, no doubt, it had very salutary effects. Had 
he known nothing of God's determination, he would 
have gone down to his grave in peace. But Gq.d saw 
that prosperity in all things was not good for him, and 
therefore, in wisdom and mercy was this message sent. 
If Hezekiah should be tempted to place a vain con- 
fidence in the friendship of the king of Babylon, the 
Lord had now shown him that this very Babylon was 
to be the ruin of his house. Thus he would learn, as 
long as he lived, to trust more simply to his God. 
And if he should ever be inclined to pride himself on 
his wealth, or earthly goods of any kind, God had 
shown him that all these were soon to make them- 
selves wings and fly away : thus he would be taught 
to set his affections on things above. And if, instead 
of rejoicing in the Lord, he should be tempted to seek 
his consolations in the world, God had provided that 
worldly things should no longer appear so considerable 



' Isa. xxxix- 3 — 7. 
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in his eyes as formerly. For what pleasure could a 
man take in looking upon a large estate, if he were 
sure that his children would be deprived of it, and he 
compelled to beg their bread I In short, God, seeing a 
tendency to pride and worldly-mindedness in his sei^ 
Tant, in bis great mercy checked it by a wholesome 
though sharp rebuke. Hezekiab, indeed, seems to 
have been taken by surprise, and not to have been at 
first aware of his error; but this made it only the 
more needful that the prophet should be sent to con- 
vince him of it. Because the heart of man is deceitful 
as well as wicked ', it is a wise prayer, " Cleanse Thou 
me from my secret faults' ;" and thus it pleased God 
to deal by Hezekiab. He did not suffer Bin upon 
him ; but showed him a serpent in his bosom, whose 
veuom would be sure to poison his religious services, if 
he were not detected and subdued. 

II. Let us now proceed to inquire how the good 
king conducted himself upon receiving this distressing 



We have the account of his behaviour in the text, 
and in it a rare example of pious and cheerful resig- 
nation : " Then said Hezekiab to Isaiah, Good is the 
word of the Lord which thou hast spoken : he said more- 
over, For there shall be peace and truth in my days." 

Both parts of this sentence are remarkable. Let us, 
therefore, consider them separately. 

" Then said Hezekiab to Isaiah, Good is the word 
of the Lord which thou hast spoken." No man, if he 
were not a child of God, could have used this language 
in sincerity, under such trying circumstances. Here is 
no replying against God, no murmuring, no quarrelling 
with the Divine appointments. The ruin of Heze- 
kiab's house was predicted : yet he replies, " Good is 
the. word of the Lord which thou hast spoken." He 
makes no inquiries as to what wickedness his posterity 
should commit, on account of which they should suffer 
BO severely. He knew that the decree was God's, and 
therefore his faith assured him it must be righteous. 
' See Jer. xvJi. 9. ' Pa. xix. 12, 
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Accordingly he submitted to it as good in itself; 
he was persuaded that what the Lord was about to do, 
was the Tery thing, which under the circumstances, 
which his omniscience foresaw, would be best, and 
wisest, and fittest to be done ; his servant, therefore, a 
poor short-sighted man, could have nothing to say 
against it, grievous as it must of necessity have ap- 
peared to human eyes. " It is the Lord : let Him do 
what seemeth Him good\" 

But, doubtless, Hezekiah meant something more 
than mere submission to God's sovereignty, when he 
replied to the prophet, " Good is the word of the Lord 
which thou hast spoken." He meant to acknowledge 
the goodness of the Lord personally to himself: to 
own his obligations to God's love for rebuking him. 
As though he bad said, I see that God is dealing 
kindly towards me, with much fetherly regard, in thus 
revealing to me the ruin which is coming upon my 
iamily, and the distress and poverty to which my be- 
loved country shall be reduced. I needed some such 
chastisement to wean my affections from the world 
more completely ; good is God's word, for it convinces 
me of my error, and brings my heart back to Him as 
its best treasure, as my only effectual hope and stay : 
good is God's word ; for it is spoken in goodness, and 
is productive of spiritual good to me. 

That which follows is also well worthy of remark : 
" He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth 
in my days." 

A little thing is sometimes sufficient to make us 
charge God foolishly. The moment his wisdom sees 
fit to deprive us of a portion of our worldly prosperity, 
we seem to forget that any thing is left. But grace 
had spiritualized and new-modelled the heart of Heze- 
kiah, and therefore we find in him nothing of this 
perverse and wayward temper. First, he submitted 
cbeerfiiUy to the chastening of the Lord, owning that 
it was good for him to be afflicted ; and then accepted 
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thankfully the blessings of temporal comfort which 
God saw good to leave him ; " He said moreover. For 
there shall be peace and tnith in my days." That is, Grod 
hath been pleased to inform me that my children are to 
be carried into captivity, and to suffer much affliction ; 
but in my grief for this, I must not forget to thank 
Him for his tender mercies to myself. He hath de- 
clared that I shall have peace; and this is far more 
than I deserve. Let my soul bless the Lord, and all 
that is within me praise his holy Name ; for if He 
should be extreme to mark what is done amiss, I could 
no more abide it than tbey which are to come after ; 
it is, therefore, only of bis tender mercy that I also 
am not consumed, even because his compassions fail 
not. 

III. Let us proceed to some application of this in- 
structive history. 

First, then, we may learn what exceeding sinful- 
ness, and what immense danger there often is, in 
sins which we are apt to pass over as trifles, and hardly 
to notice in ourselves. We should have been likely 
enough to question whether there could be any great 
harm, or indeed any harm at all, in Hezekiah's display 
of his treasures before the king of Babylon's ambas- 
sadors. But the Lord " trieth the very hearts and 
reins *," and He saw so much evil in the deed, as to 
find it needful by a very severe rebuke to check the 
first risings of corruption in his servant's soul. " The 
Lord doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children 
of men * ;" therefore, we may rest assured the case 
admitted of no gentler remedy. Let us, then, keep 
our hearts with all diligence ; by prayer and faith let 
us wait upon Christ to purify us, to give us self-know- 
ledge, and to cleanse us from our secret sins. Let us, 
as fiir as possible, check the first evil emotion before it 
has formed itself into a wish, " for when lust hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death *." 

' Ps. vii. 10. (Prayer Book Trans.) ' Lam. iii. 33. 

* JameB i. 15. 
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Secondly, from the histoiy we have been considering, 
we are led to remark one inestimable privilege of the 
children of God's love. " Man indeed is bom unto 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward '." But if a member 
of Christ be made to taste of the cup of sorrow, he 
tastes in that very draught that the Lord is gracious ; 
for when he is judged, be is chastened of the Lord, 
that he should not be condemned with the world*. 
We are by nature bom in sin, and are children of God's 
wiath; we are trauBgressors of God's law, and the 
curse of the law abideth and is written against us. But 
if any man be in Christ by faith, Christ hath redeemed 
him from the curse of the taw, being made a curse 
for him*. Such a man the good God will rebuke and 
chasten, that whereinsoev^ he hath any tendency to 
falter, be may be zealous and repent'. But there is a 
great gulf fixed between this man and vengeance. 
He may fall into the very same troubles as his ungodly 
neighbour, but calamity is in one case the angry lash 
of the law, in the other it is the faithful rebuke of an 
anxious Father. It is good for the Christian to be 
afflicted'; but "the prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them*." 

Thirdly, we may infer from the history of God's 
dealings with Hezekiah, what must be the wisest wish 
for any man to make, respecting his temporal concerns. 
This, evidently, should be our prayer ; that God would 
take us into his holy keeping, and choose, our inherit- 
ance for us. If we were left to determine for our- 
selves, some would choose one thing, and some another ; 
but no man would choose affliction. Yet, saith Solo- 
mon, " sorrow is better than laughter '," and the history 
of Hezekiah is a proof of it When we have eaten 
and are full, and have built goodly houses and dwelt 
therein ; and when all that we have is multiplied ; 
then very frequently our hearts are lifted up, and we 
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forget tbe Lord our God *. For our idols are all 
arouDd us; we are receiviDg our good thiogs; and so 
we have two hard lessons to learn, instead of one. 
Whilst in the very act of tasting that worldly blessed- 
ness to which our natural hearts are so much devoted, 
we have to learn the vanity of it; and then we must 
be taught the all-sufficiency of Christ to be our portion. 
But when prosperity has made itself wings, and is 
actually flown away, the first lesson is very easily 
acquired ; and as the naind will have its consolations, 
if it can, in some way or other, when the ministers of 
the Gospel find men conscious of being among the 
poor, and the halt, and the blind, they commonly 
persuade them to listen to their message of comfort 
with far less difficulty. This does not prove that 
prosperity can never be good for a Christian; but it 
shows, tlmt affliction is in many cases necessary, as it 
was even to good Hezekiah. Therefore, as we are not 
competent to decide which is best for us, nor yet when 
is the "time to weep," or when the time "to laugh V 
the wisest course for us to take, is to commit our souls 
and bodies and all our concerns into the hands of our 
faithful Creator; to cast all our care on Him that 
careth for us ; and to pray that we may be enabled, by 
a lively faith, to embrace that gracious promise : " We 
know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose '." 

Pray then to God, under all events, that your souls 
may be filled with that unfeigned love to Christ, which 
may constrain you to live unto Him and not unto 
yourselves. Pray that your hearts may be so eu- 
lightened and so purified, that you may at all times 
see the fitness of submitting your own desires to the law 
of God, and he ready to deny yourselves, to take up the 
cross, and walk as your Master walked, saying, Father, 
if this cup may not pass from us, except we drink it, 
thy will be done '. 

' Ecdes. iii. 4. 

* See Matt. xxvi. 42. 
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Id additioD to this, search and try your ways, that if 
sin have hrought the rebuke upon you, you may see 
what your transgression is, and discern clearly the 
remaining strength of the old nature in you ; and 
then, accept the chastening of the Lord as a token of 
his love ; and when it appears that He has somewhat 
agiunst you, " remember from whence thou art fiiUen, 
and repent, and do the first works *." 

Finally, whatsoever may have be&llen you, remember 
always that the mercies which remain are &r greater 
than you deserve ; and that in the day of prosperity, 
no less than in the evil day, there is need for perseve- 
ring prayer and watchfulness. If, in tbe main, you can 
declare with Hezekiah, " There is peace in my days ;" 
if you have your ample share of created comforts ; 
then consider that it is the Lord who giveth "rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladness '*." Use God's creatures with- 
out abusing them. "To do good and to distribute, 
forget not;" but "be merciful after your power," and 
be thankful. But especially, "set your affections on 
things above," and " keep yourselves from idols." To 
this intent, possess your minds with an abiding persua- 
sion of your continual need of Christ to sanctify you: 
look up to Him as having all power committed to Him 
for the benefit of the Church, which is his body; 
commit your souls into his hands continually, and pray 
without ceasing for Ibe spiritual bread of life. 
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Jeremiah xxxvi. 2, 3. 

" Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the norda that I 
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and 
against all the nations, irom the day I spake unto thee, from the 
days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that the house of 
Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them ; 
that they may return every man from his evil way ; that I may 
for^ve their iniquity and their sin." 

These ■words are the commandment of God to his 
prophet Jeremiah. It shall be the business of my 
present discourse to set before you, and to apply the 
whole of the awful but instructive history of which 
they are a part. 

Previously to Jeremiah's being called to the pro- 
phetical ofiice, God's people of the house of Judah 
had been hastening, with a dreadful obstinacy, to iill 
up the measure of their sins. Some degree of out- 
ward reformation was, indeed, effected by the pious 
king Josiah : but the nation were not hearty in i^ and 
he was enabled to do but little'. The Lord, in resent- 
ment of their hypocrisy, removed him by a premature 
death ; and then they had a succession of weak and 
wicked princes, of distracted counsels, and of disasters, 
till the period, not long delayed, of the destruction of 
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Jerusalem b; Nebucbadnezzar, king of Babylon. At 
the time when the command in the text was given, 
Jeremiah had been acknowledged as God's prophet 
about three-and-twenty years. Good Josiah had iiillen 
in battle; his son, Jehoahaz, had been carried away 
captive into Egypt by the king of that country, Pha^ 
raoh-oecho, who also brought the land under tribute" ; 
and Jehoiakini, the successor of Jehoahaz, had been 
reduced to great straits, by a still more powerful 
monarch than Pharaoh, namely, the king of Babylon ; 
and indeed was so weakened as to be entirely at his 
mercy*. There was One, however, able to protect him, 
and who, if He had been duly regarded, would have 
protected him; the same who had chosen Jerusalem 
to be his peculiar treasure, the one King of the rulers 
of the earth. And He, though He had not been 
called upon, saw fit of bis own abundant mercy to 
bestow yet another warning upon a prince and people 
going on still in their wickedness. They had had mes- 
sage upon message at tlie hand of Jeremiah already, 
but, as it should seem, to no effect. But at length, as 
the text relates it, the prophet was ordered to prepare 
a copy of all the messages, and all the warnings, which 
had been at any time delivered by him ; and to pub- 
lish the whole by reading the volume which should 
contain them in the ears of all the people. For (saith 
Jehovah, in bis marvellous love and patience), " It may 
be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which 
I purpose to do onto them; that they may return 
every man from his evil way ; that I may forgave their 
iniquity and their sin." Jeremiah did as he was com- 
manded. Some little hope he had that good might 
follow. But whether it were to prove so or not, he 
must do his duty. He was shut upS it is said; per- 
haps in prison, that he could not do it himself. But 
Baruch the scribe wrote the prophecy irom his dicta^ 
tion, and then, the time chosen for reading it to the 
people was the fittest that could have been fixed upon. 

• 2 Kinga xxiii. 29—33. ' 2 Kings ssiv. 1. 
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Baruch read it in the chamber of Gemariah the scribe, 
which, it seema, was situated at the entry of the new gate 
of the Lord's house ; and this was done upon occasion 
of a day of national humiliation, when a fast had been 
proclaimed before the Lord, and when, consequently, 
it might be expected that the people, if they were not 
wholly hypocrites, should be in something like a pro- 
per frame of spirit to listen to the Divine rebuke. It 
does not appear that Jehoiakim, or any of the prin- 
cipal persons of his court, had humility, or even com- 
mon decency enough, to attend upon this religious 
solemnity, though of their own appointment But one 
Michaiah, the son of Gemariah, happened to be pre- 
sent, and " heard," it is said, " out of the book, all the 
words of the Lord'." Whether he meant to call the 
attention of Jehoiakim's princes to what God had 
spoken, or whether he was only desirous to inform 
them against Baruch, is not clear ; but he went down 
into the chamber where they were assembled, and gave 
them a full account of what had passed. Upon this 
they sent Jehudi, the son of Nethaniah, to fetch Baruch, 
and when he was come, desired that the prophecy 
might be read to them also. " So Baruch read it in 
their ears." The judgments denounced were terrible, 
and "they were afraid," it is said, "both one and 
other'." The godly, I suppose, were afraid, seeing 
God was so offended, and the wicked astonished at the 
horror of the punishment. They resolved, however, 
to tell the king ; but, being well aware of his proud 
and persecuting spirit, they first desired that Jeremiah 
and Baruch would provide for their own safety, by 
hiding themselves. The king seems to have received 
the tidings that such an awful message had arrived 
from the Lord, with much scorn and profane indiffer- 
ence. Yet, as if he just thought it worth while to 
indulge his curiosity, he sent Jehudi to fetch the roll 
or volume which contained the prophecy, and would 
have him read it to him as he sat before the fire. 
When great men are profane and blasphemous, they 
' Jer. xxvi. 12. " Ver. 16. 
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find no diflScultj in having such as themselves ahout 
them; and Jehudi appears to have been much such 
another person as his master. So we read that 
" when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he 
cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire 
that was on the hearth, nntil all the roll was con- 
sumed in the fire that was on the hearth. Yet 
they were not afraid," it is added, "nor rent their 
garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants 
that heard all these words. Nevertheless Elnathan 
and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercesuon to 
the king that he would not bum the roll: but he 
would not hear them '." This feeble eflfort was enough, 
they thought, to discharge their consciences ; and then, 
without further resistance, thej let the matter take its 
course. Having offered this deliberate and outrageous 
insult to Almighty God, and openly set Him at 
defiance, Jehoiakim's next endeavour was to lay hands 
upon his messengers. " The king commanded to take 
^uvch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet*." Here, 
however, he was foiled ; God knows how to protect 
his faithful servants ; " The Lord hid them ;" and then 
the history concludes as might have been expected. 
" The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, . . . say- 
ing. Take thee again another roll, and write in it all 
the former words that were in the first roll, which 
Jehoiakim the king of Judah bath burned. And thou 
shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the 
Lord ; Thou hast burned this roll, saying. Why hast 
thou written therein, saying. The king of Babylon shall 
certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to 
cease from thence man and beast? Therefore thus 
saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of Judah ; He shall 
have none to sit upon the throne of David : and his 
dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in 
the night to the frost. And I will punish him and his 
seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will 
bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I 

' Jer. xxsvi. 23—25. ' Ver. 26. 
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have proDOUDced against tbero ; but they bearkened 
not. Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to 
Baruch the scribe, the Bon of Neriah ; who wrote therein 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the 
fire : and there were added besides unto them man; 
like words *." 

*'He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy '." 
So it befel this wicked prince and his ungodly people. 
They scorned the warning ; therefore, now they must 
hear their sentence. The roll is written again, and, for 
the contempt of the first message, fresh woes are added ; 
and Jehoiakim within a very few years suflFered as was 
foretold', and Jerusalem was taken and burnt with fire*. 

We are to consider, now, the instruction laid up for 
ourselves in this awful history. 

It appears, then, in the first place, that though that 
which is committed to the preachers of God's word 
is a ministry of reconciliation \ a message of peace and 
good will to sinners, yet it is their duty, without 
diminishing a word, to declare God's threatenings 
against sin. They must Hft up their voice like the 
warning trumpet, and show the Lord's people their 
tranegression, and plainly set forth the measure of duty 
and of self-denial which God requires, and the conse- 
quences of impenitence and of going on still in wicked- 
ness". If they do not do this, they cannot deliver 
their own souls, much less be of any use to those who 
hear them. So saith the Almighty to Ezekiel, and 
through him to all his ministers to the end of time. 
" Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel : therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me. When I say unto 
the wicked. Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest 
him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to save his life ; the same wicked 
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man shall die in his iniqaity; but his blood will I 
require at thiae hand V 

But observe, eeoondly, the consistency of the Divine 
prooeedingB. "God is love'" throughout. Ezekiel is 
to threaten the wicked " to save bis life ;" that is, that 
he may fear and turn. And, in the history before us, 
God conunands Jeremiah to write all that he bad pro- 
nounced against Judah, that they might return, and 
He forgive. That was the Lord's purpose ; and it was 
the prophet's also. " It may be," he says to Baruch, 
" they will present their supplication before the Lord, 
and will return every one from his evil way';" and 
this is the meaning of God's threateoings always. Sin- 
ner, why wilt thou die? Do not destroy thine own 
soul. For the threatening is pronounced, not because 
it certainly shall be inflicted ; but that the infliction of 
it may be prevented by the sinner repeating upon 
taking alarm. "At what instant I shall speak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck 
up, and to pull dovm, and to destroy it; if that nation, 
against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, 
I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them ^" And again in Ezekiel. " When I say unto 
the wicked. Thou shalt surely die : if he turn irom his 
sin, and do that which is lawful and right .... he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. None of his sins that he 
hath committed shall be mentioned unto him "*." 

But observe, thirdly, what is meant in good part by 
Almighty God ought to be taken in good part by us 
unworthy creatures; otherwise his purposes of love 
will be defeated by our pHtling down ruin upon our 
own heads, and his purposes of justice then must stand. 
When we hear the words of God's curse against sin, 
our indignation must be against the sin, and our con- 
demnation must be of our own baseness and folly in 
running ourselves into such awful danger. But all 
thanks are due for the word of truth which makes the 
peril our souls are in so plain, and shows us that we 
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are upon the brink of a precipice. Surely, if say one 
of you had iailea asleep at the mouth of a pit, joa 
would not be angry irith him who awoke you for hav- 
ing disturbed your slumbers. Nor must we be angry 
with any body but ourselves, if the voice of Scripture 
is brought home to us in the midst of our sleep of sin 
and infidelity : though it tells ns if we go on as we are 
going on, we perish. Therefore, "be troubled, ye care- 
less ones'." "Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double-minded. Be afflicted, 
and mourn, and weep : let your laughter he turned to 
mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble your- 
selves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up\" 
However, the sad history of Jehoiakim and bis 
people leads us to note next, that sinners are not 
always well inclined to treat the Divine reproofs as they 
ought to do. " A reproof entereth more into a wise 
man than an hundred stripes into a fool '." But they 
who need reproof and warning most, are not the 
wisest; and "the fool ragetb, and is confident V' ^nd 
scornful too, and wise in his own conceit. So it was 
with Jehoiakim: therefore he threw God's message 
into the fire, and, had he been able, would have mal- 
treated his messenger ; and so it is now. God forbid 
that I should suspect any of you of being as hardened 
as this wicked king. Bnt yet among such of us as have 
met with a faithful adviser to tell us plainly of our 
feults, and of the evil they are bringing upon us, there 
are few, I fear, who cannot recollect that they have 
been disposed at times to be much more angry with 
their kind reprover than with themselves ; and that is, 
if not the same, yet something in spirit very like to 
Jehoiakim's proud malicious order to lay hands upon 
Baruch and Jeremiah. And then, how do we treat 
the roll of the book in which the word that is 
able to save our souls is written ? No sinner among 
us, I suppose, will throw his Bible into the fire. We 
are hardly come to that. But, let me ask, where are 

' laa. xxxii. 11. ' James iv. 8—10. 

' Prov. XTJi. 10. ' Prov. xiv. 16. 
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your Bibles? Some of you, I hope, can say, The words 
of that book are written in our hearts. But some care 
not to have a Bible when they may ; and of those wbo 
have the Scriptures, some never read them; and of 
those who now and then look into them, some never 
think of them. The truth of God is despised and re- 
jected of men; by many never listened to, and by 
others heard with absolute indifference. The differ- 
eoce, I think, is not so very wide between this conduct 
and that of the profane king of Jndah. 

But if it is not, consider, lastly, that there will be 
no wide difference in the consequences. You have, or 
you may have in your hands, or you may at least hear, 
at the mouth of your ministers, the words of that awfiil, 
but holy and all-perfect volume, in which is feirly 
written down all that God hath pronounced against all 
the sinners in the world. You may find many excuses 
for letting your Bibles lie unopened upon yonr shelves ; 
or the truths you occasionally hear, you may go on to 
hear carelessly or with scorn. But whether ye will 
hear, or whether ye will forbear, the word of God, 
that shall stand. And not one jot or one tittle of that 
holy book shall fail, till all be fulfilled ; all that is 
there written with respect to every one of you, with 
respect to the best and the worst, the most attentive 
and the most careless, the humblest and the proudest. 
As to those to whom the history is more particularly 
and more obviously applicable, (I mean, the careless, 
the proud, the impenitent,) if you be of this class, you 
disinherit yourselves of the promises of the Gospel ; 
and your contempt of warnings will cause heavier con- 
demnation to be added to what has been incurred 
already. It was so with Jerusalem, with God's chosen 
people. Because they would not hear when they 
were threatened, there were added to the woes de> 
nounced, many like words besides. And if God spared 
not his chosen people that sinned, assuredly He will 
not spare yon °. 

* See Rom. xi. 21. 
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I beseech you, then, my brethren, to hear and consider 
well the m^sage which I have to deliver to you from 
Almighty God. A message the same in substance as 
that delivered to the Jews by the mouth of Jeremiah. 

**God is love"." "His mercy endureth for ever'." 
He willeth not the death of a sinner, but would have 
" all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth *." Therefore, all that was fitting to be pro- 
vided, and infinitely more than man could ever have con- 
ceived as possible to have been provided for his deliver- 
ance from everlasting death, that God hath provided, 
"without money and without price';" without any 
manner of good desert ; without so much as asking for 
on the part of man himself. And to you, brethren, 
every one of you, to you is the word of this great 
salvation sent. " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin'." Therefore, "when the wicked man 
tumeth avray from bis wickedness which he hath com-? 
mitted, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he 
shall save his soul alive ^" Through Christ's inter- 
cession, God gives the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, to 
all that ask Him. Therefore, the wicked may be 
turned ; and thus there is a plain road for you, leaving 
your sins behind you, to escape death and to come to 
glory. But God is absolutely just and perfect in holi- 
ness. He will save sinners; but He will not pass over 
sin. He will not be mocked. He did not send his 
Son in order that you should be safe in going on still 
in your wickedness ; nor vrill He tolerate your abus- 
ing his grace in this manner. For to those who refuse 
his salvation, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
but " a certain fearful looking for of Judgment *," with- 
out mercy, which shall devour all the adversaries of 
God, and you among them. 

This, brethren, is the truth of God. But ye whom 
God hath made, and whom He is every day feeding 
and protecting, whom He still spares and calls, and 
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etill stands ready to receive, will ye not be persuaded 
that He speaks all this truth to you in lovet Indeed, 
that is his meaning. Then consider your ways. What 
have ye ever got by sin ? What can ye ever lose by 
godliness? Either the Bible is false, or you will never 
get even this world by selling your portion in the next. 
But if you could, " the things which are seen are tem- 
poral, but the things which are not seen," and which 
ye throw away, " are eternal '." Why will ye be as 
profane Esau, who, for a morsel of meat, sold his birth- 
right 1 Behold I set before you this day life and good, 
and death and evil : therefore choose life that ye may 
live. And that ye may choose life, aiid that ye may 
abide by so wise a choice, remember that you have 
"an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous, and He is the propitiation fbr your sins '." In 
his name come to the throne of grace, and beseech 
Almighty God, for his sake, to make good to your 
souls that gracious promise to his people, "I will give 
them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me 
for ever, for the good of them, and of their children 
after them : and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do 
them good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, 
that they shall not depart from me ^." 

* 2 Cor. IT. IS. ' See 1 John ii. 1. ° Jer. xxxii. 99, 40. 
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Danisl iii. 16—18. 

" Sh&drach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezz&r, we are not careAil to answer tbee in 
tbis matter. If it be so, our God wbom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of tbine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve tby gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou bast set up." 

Whek God separated Israel from the rest of mankiDd, 
He intended, by their means, to preserve true religion 
in the world ; and to make known to all nations who 
should come in contact with them, the difiference he- 
tween him that serreth the Lord, and him that serveth 
Him not. Should they be obedient to the Divine law, 
their prosperity would afford an example of the bless- 
ing attendant upon obedience ; should they rebel, their 
afflictions would show the evil consequences of trans- 
gression. And thus they actually continued for several 
ages, sometimes the willing, and sometimes the anwil- 
ling instruments of spreading the knowledge of God 
and his ways on earth. When, at length, they were 
become so exceedingly corrupt, that it was not for 
God's glory that they should subsist longer as an inde- 
pendent nation, He so ordered the mode of their 
punishment as to make them still subservient to his 
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benevoleot purpose of enligbtening mankind. He 
would not destroy them, as He bad destroyed the 
CanaaniteB, but He suffered them to be carried away 
captive into distant lands, where, being scattered up 
and down, they could hardly fail to teach the inha- 
bitants something of their own religion ; and their hea- 
venly Father would take care, upon fit occasions, to 
testify, by some remarkable prpvidence or other, that 
theirs was the true religion. 

Of this we have a very remarkable instance in the 
chapter from which the text is taken. By interfering 
so miraculously to rescue bis &ithful servants from the 
fiery fiimace, God showed great mercy, not to them 
only, bat to the whole of that vast multitude who 
were assembled at the dedication of Nebuchadnezzar's 
golden image. For He gave them all an opportunity 
(which some, we may hope, improved) of learning that 
Jehovah was the true God, and, consequently, that 
they must come to Him for life, and renounce the 
service of their idols. 

But the mercy of God did not stop at this. He 
ordained that the whole transaction should be re- 
corded for our instruction. In the firm refusal of Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abednego, to worship the golden 
image, we have a most affecting and useful pattern of 
what our conduct ought to be when in any way we are 
called upon to snfier for the cross of Christ. And in 
their marvellous deliverance we have an exemplification 
of God's power to save, and of his faithfulness to all 
those who vrill be true to Him. 

I shall employ my present discourse ; I. in making 
some observations upon the history. 

II. And in endeavouring to apply it for your edifi- 
cation. 

I. 1. King Nebuchadnezzar having, with great pomp 
and magnificence, set up and dedicated a golden image 
in the plains of Dura, commanded all the people of his 
extensive empire, at a certain signal given, to fall down 
and worship it; which command whosoever should dis- 
obey "was to be east alive into a burning fiery furnace. 
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It was not likely that the idolatrons people, over 
whom Nebuchadnezzar reigned, would have any hesi- 
tation in complying with this edict. And many of the 
Jews, who were then captives in Babylon, would very 
probably not dare to disobey. But certain persons of 
that nation, Sbadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, whom 
the king, at the request of Daniel, had lately advanced 
to posts of honour in the state, positively refused to 
acquiesce. And when, in consequence of that refusal, 
■they were brought before the king and threatened 
with instant death if they should persist, they never- 
theless did persist, with the greatest courage and con- 
stancy, assuring him to his face that they wanted no 
time for deliberation ; that they were decided in their 
own minds not to worship his idol god ; and were under 
no apprehensions about the consequences. " O Nebu- 
chadnezzar," they reply, " we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery fiir- 
nace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up." 

Let us reflect a little upon this noble resolution of 
theirs before we proceed further. 

The question was fairly put to them, whether they 
would retract their first determination or not, and the 
consequences were plainly laid before them. If they 
would obey the king's decree they might escape, but 
if they should hesitate any longer they should surely 
die. In his rage and fury, we are told, Nebuchad- 
nezzar had commanded them to be brought before 
him ; therefore tliey might see, even in his counte- 
nance, that there was no hope of appeasing him, other- 
wise than by compliance. But, as he had not intended 
to lay a snare particularly for them, he was willing 
they should be allowed another trial. " Now if ye be 
ready," he says, " that at what time ye hear the sound 
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dul- 
cimer, and ^1 kinds of musick, ye fall down and 



LijitzedivGoo^le 



XXIV.] SHADBACH, ME8HACH, AND ABEDNEGO. 299 

worship the image which I have made ; well : hut if ye 
worship not, ye shall be cast the same hoar into the 
midst of a burning fiery Airoace." And then, as 
though he had recollected himself, that possibly they 
relied upon Jehovah for protection, he concludes with 
a blasphemous defiance of Him, " And who is that God 
that shall deliver you out of my bands ?" 

Observe both the calmness and the firmness of 
their reply. "The wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God':" therefore we do not hear 
them bursting out into passionate exclamations, or 
making use of intemperate language. They offer no 
afi&ont or insult to those who had worshipped the golden 
image, they do not call the king a tyrant or an idolater ; 
hut, with an exemplary sedateness they g^ve in their 
answer, by which they resolve steadily to abide. It 
was proposed to them to sin or die. Upon such a 
proposal as that there was no need to deliberate at all. 
Neither was there any need to use many words in 
making known their minds to the king. They were 
resolved that they would not comply mth his de- 
mands ; and he was resolved that they should die if 
they did not. The matter, therefore, was determined 
already, and why should it be discussed further "i 
"We are not careful, O Nebuchadnezzar, to answer 
thee in this matter." That is, there was no need 
that they should consider either the matter, or the 
manner of their reply. Their duty was still their duty, 
whether they were to die for it or not, and sin would 
still be sin, though it should save their lives. It was 
evident, therefore, at once, that they had nothing to 
say but what they did say ; and as they were not con- 
triving an evasive answer when a direct answer was 
expected from them, they wanted no time to study 
how they should word it. As there is in their answer 
nothing petulant or exasperating, so neither is there 
any attempt to court or pacify the king. They do not 
begin in the usualatrain, "O king, live forever;" there 



Digitized t, Google 



SOO SHADBACH, BIESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO. [sERH. 

is nothing like compliment or artfiil insinuation to put 
liim into a good humour ; but all is direct and plain, 
explicit and decisive. " We are not carefiil to answer 
thee in this matter;" let the event be what it may, 
" be it known unto thee, O king, we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set 
up." So they feared sin more than death. 

Let us inquire next how it came to pass that 
they did so; for if this history be written for our 
learning, and it be incumbent upon us to imitate their 
example, it is necessary that we should he animated 
with the same principle which animated them, and 
enabled them to act with such pious firmness. What, 
then, might that principle be 1 This question may be 
answered in one word. It was faith. Like Moses, they 
feared not " the wrath of the king ;" they trembled not 
at the fiery furnace, but endured and kept their in- 
tegrity, because by iaith they had an eye to Him that 
is invisible. This we are expressly told by St. Paul in 
his eleventh chapter to the Hebrews, where, among 
other memorable instances of the achievements wrought 
by faith, he speaks of some who, "through feith, 
quenched the violence of fire ;" and we may collect 
the same from their own words to Nebuchadnezzar 
upon this trying occasion. They believed that the 
Lord Jehovah was the one true God in whom they 
lived and moved and had their being, who had given 
them all things richly to enjoy, from whom they and 
their nation had all their peculiar privileges ; who had 
promised unto Abraham a seed, in whom all nations of 
the earth should be blessed. This view of God worked 
upon their hearts by love. Knowing the Lord so well 
they loved Him supremely, and therefore, whatever 
might be the consequences, they could not for a mo- 
ment listen to the proposal deliberately to sin against 
Him. Again, they believed in God as the Lord of all 
power and might, who could say to the proudest tyrant, 
" Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further ;" who could 
execute judgment for all such as were oppressed ; could 
cause all things to work together for his people's good. 
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And they believed in Him as the God of tratli, who 
could not deny Himself, and would, therefore, infalli- 
bly make good his gracious promise, " Them that 
honour me, I will honour '." Such a &ith conld not 
fail to convince them that it was at once their duty 
and their interest to despise Nebuchadnezzar's threats. 
And it would, and evidently did, in&llihly assure 
them, that one or other of these things should cer- 
tainly come to pass, — that God would deliver them 
either from death, or in death : and they might well 
leave it to Him to choose. 

Some expectation they certainly had that God would 
save them ftom death. He could do it if He would, 
and, considering the circumstances of the case, very 
possibly He might choose to do it. An immense 
multitude were assembled at the dedication of the 
golden image ; Nebuchadnezzar, in their presence, had 
blasphemously defied the Lord Jehovah, and was de- 
termined to uphold the honour of his idol, in despite 
of Him. Perhaps the Lord might see fit to vindicate 
his own glory, to make Himself known to this vast 
assembly, and abaee the pride of the king by deliver- 
ing them. This is implied in the words " If it be 
so," if we must either worship the idol, or be cast into 
the fiery furnace, " our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us," and " he will deliver us out of thine 
hand, O king:" that is, one way or other He will de- 
liver us : of this they were assured ; and they were fully 
prepared to die, if so it was to be. " But if not," they 
continue, that does not at all alter our determination : 
though we die for it, " ve will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up." 
If God does not deliver us from death, we are no losers 
by serving Him ; He will deliver us in death. Thou 
art able, indeed, if He sees not good to interpose, to 
kill our bodies; but by that very act thou dost but 
transmit our souls the sooner to God and glory. 

If Sliadrach and his companions could speak with such 

assurance of faith, how much more ought the Christian to 

' 1 Sam. n. 30. 
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feel that "the righteous hath hope in his death';" a hope 
iiill of immortality, when this corruptible ehall put on 
incorruption, when his warfare shall be accomplished, 
and the years of his mourning be ended. He enters 
into peace : he enters into the joy of his Lord. If 
he knows this by faith, what is the wrath of a king 
to him? He is careful for nothing, he leaves the 
erent with God, and God will choose the best. If 
he be rencued from the furnace, then to him, as says 
the Apostle, "to lire is Christ':" God allows him 
more space, which shall be dedicated to his Bedeemer'a 
glory. If he be consumed in the furnace, then " to 
die is gain'." He lays down the armour of the 
Christian soldier, that he may take up and wear for 
ever the incorruptible wown of the Christian con- 
queror. A like faith had these three holy men ; and 
therefore they stood firm. 

Before, however, we dismiss them, let us con- 
sider what they had to stand against ; for this greatly 
enhances the excellency of their faith and courage. 
Had they chosen to consult with flesh and blood, how 
much might Satan and their own treacherous hearta 
have found which they might have plausibly urged in 
favour of sin ! Might they not have argued. This sin, 
of falling down before the golden image, if it be a sin, 
is but a little one: for we are not required to abjure 
our own God, or to renounce his worship ; nor even by 
any express declaration or profession to own this idol 
to be a god, but only to bow down before it, and that 
but for once. We are not required to fell into any 
course of idolatry : but only, for once, to gratify the 
king's humour ; and if we do so, we do it upon com- 
pulsion. And will not the Lord pardon us, under 
such circumstances, in such a small thing as thisi 
And besides, has not the king been a great benefector 
to us? Has he not educated us, and preferred us in his 
court? In gratitude to him we should sorely go as far 
as we can, even though it should be a little beyond 
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what our consciences can completely justify. And does 
not every body serve strange gods in tbis land of 
Babylon ? Do we Dot stand single in our resiBtance 
to tbe king's decree ? Can that be so very culpable, 
which every one is ready to comply with? And if we 
comply, shall we not save our lives, and keep our 
places, and so be in a capacity to do much more good 
for our brethren of the seed of Jacob, than we possibly 
can do by suffering ourselves to be put to death ? 

In this manner, I am afraid, we should have been too 
apt to argue. But it was not so with these boly men. 
They would not so much as debate the point : they 
would not listen to these suggestions for a moment ; 
for faith and devotedness to God were the habit of 
their minds: they were men of resolved integrity, and 
to such men the case (as all practical cases are apt to 
be) was plain at first sight. They had read long ago 
in the law of their God, " Thou shalt not bow down" 
to ** any graven image ;" and this was enough for them. 
Tliey knew that notwithstanding all that might be 
alleged, they " ought to obey God rather than men° ;" 
and suffer rather than sin. They did not shut their 
eyes against the plain written word, therefore they 
could not be puzzled for a moment to know what 
their duty was ; and their faith (as we have seen before) 
made the discharge of it, not practicable only, but easy 
to them. 

We come now to consider the event of their 
resolutions of integrity. The tyrant whose commands, 
for Jehovah's sake, they had dared to disobey, was not 
one who had been used to suffer contradiction. Ac- 
cordingly we read, as might have been expected, " Then 
was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his 
visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego : therefore he spake, and commanded that 
they should heat the furnace one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated. And he commanded 
the most mighty men that were in his army to bind 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne;^ and to cast them 
into the midst of the barning fiery furnace. Then 
these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and 
their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into 
the midst of the burning fiery furnace.*' Doubtless, 
the proud king waft now confident that he had made 
good his boast ; and that there was, indeed, no power 
in heaven or earth which could deliver out of his 
mighty hand. But how does the narrative proceed? 
" Because the king's commandment was ui^gent, and 
the fiimace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew 
those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace." The king had ordered the 
furnace to be heated one seven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. But this be did in his rage and 
fury ; and passion is sure to calculate amiss, and con- 
sequently it will often defeat its own object. This 
foolish instance of the tyrant's rage would not have 
made the death of God's servants (if they had died) 
more grievous, hut quite the contrary; yet it did make 
their deliverance more illustrious. Tlie Lord was not 
pledged to " quench the violence of fire" for the 
benefit of those who concurred in the persecution of 
his people : therefore with them He did not interrupt 
the ordinary course of nature. The excessive heat 
destroyed the servants of Nebuchadnezzar when they 
only approached the furnace ; but this, at the same time 
that it punished them, greatly heightened the miracle, 
when it was seen that no harm ensued to those who 
were actually cast into it. For so it follows, " Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in 
haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors. Did not 
we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ? 
They answered and said unto the king. True, O king. 
He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no 
hurt ; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
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of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 
Shadrach, Mesbach, and Abednego, je servants of the 
most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then 
Sfaadrach, Meshacfa, and Abednego, came forth of the 
midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and 
captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered 
together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire 
had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, 
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire 
had passed on them." 

2. We considered before the faith of God's servants : 
here we have an example of the fiuthfulness of God. 
He hath declared that He will uphold such as trust in 
Him; and here you see Him fulfilling to the letter 
his promise, "When thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the Same kindle 
upon thee'." The flame had power to slay their per- 
secutors ; it was commissioned to bum their bonds ; 
but God, who uses nature as his instrument as far as 
He pleases, controls it when He pleases ; the fire set 
them at liberty, but it could not singe a hair of their 
heads. And this is a type of what the tusaults of 
the enemy always do for such as keep their fiiith. 
Through God's grace, his people, as long as He sufi'ers 
them to be afflicted, have their hearts enlarged, and 
are freed more and more irom the bondage of corrup- 
tion, by means of those very troubles by which their 
enemies design their hurt. For it is written, "The 
wrath of man shall praise Thee : the remtunder of wrath 
shalt thou restrain*." What man does in opposition to 
God, and in malice to his servants, God, as long as 
He lets man act at all, will overrule for his servants' 
good and his own glory ; but when He chooses not to 
employ this vile instrument any longer, then he can 
turn the hearte, or tie the hands of the proudest, that 
they shall rage and do hurt no more. 

But who, it may be asked, was that fourth Per- 
son, whom Nebuchadnezzar saw walking in company 
with the objects of his fury, in the midst of the fire, 
' Isa. xliii. 2. ' Pi. Ixxvi. 10. 
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whose form was like the Son of God ? There can be 
little doubt, I thiDk,but that it was the Son of God. Not 
a created angel : but the great Angel of the Covenant, 
as He is called ; the same who appeared by Jericho to 
Joshua, calling Himself the " Captain of the host of the 
Lord*;" even Jesus Christ, who, assuming the likeness 
of that human body in which in the fulness of time 
He was actually to be clothed, came and walked with 
his servants in the furnace. And He is the same, and 
He will do BO to the end of time. He and his Church 
are one; "in all their affliction," as He says by hia 
prophet, "He was afflicted'." They that throw them 
into the furnace, do in effect throw Him in. " I am 
Jesus," He says to Saul, when he was going to Damas- 
cus to persecute the Church, " I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest '." Seeing, then, that He so identifies Him- 
self with them, they that are his shall surely have 
his presence with them whensoever they are called to 
suffer for his name. Even in the fiery furnace, even in 
the valley of the shadow of death, they need fear no 
evil, for He is with them: and if they suffer with 
Him, they shall also reign with Him. If they will 
share afiliction and danger with Him, they shall share 
in his strength to endure; and " to him that over- 
cometh" in that strength. He says, "I will grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in hie throne'." 

3. The history concludes by giving us an account 
of the change wrought by beholding this miracle in 
the views and conduct of Nebuchadnezzar, both with 
respect to Jehovah and to his worshippers. 

" Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said. Blessed 
be the God of Shadracb, Meshach, and Abeduego, 
who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants 
that trusted in him, and have changed the king's 
word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any other god, except their own 
God." Thus it is that the Lord must always prevail 

' Josh. V. 14- ' Isa. Ixiii. 9. 

* Acta ix. 5. * Eev. lii. 21. 
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at last It does not, indeed, appear that any saviDg 
change passed upon Nebuchadnezzar's mind, at least 
at this time, but enough was wrought for God's glory. 
He that began by defying Him, is constrained to own 
his power; and the dedication of the golden image 
becomes the occasion of displaying the vanity of idols. 
It was, indeed, the proclamation of the morning, He 
that gives not Jehovah's glory to a stock shall be cast 
into a fiery furnace. But the decree must change at 
eventide, and now, says the vanquished monarch, 
"Every people, nation, and language, which speak 
any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made a dunghill : because there is no 
other God that can deliver after this sort." 

If Jehovah be had in honour, his worshippers 
shall be honoured also. Wise men, it seems, were 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the king's 
judgment now; wise in what so lately seemed their 
folly and their crime ; worthy not only of commenda- 
tion but reward. " Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon." 
This is no very uncommon case ; if God's people will 
be true to their principles, they shall be had in honour 
even by his enemies. They that court the world's 
patronage and good will, by compliances against their 
conscience, will even here most commonly get what 
they merit, the world's contempt: but they that will 
be valiant for the truth upon the earth, shall be 
respected even by those that love them not The 
world, too, is not so much in the dark as not to per- 
ceive, in spite of its own prejudices, and in spite of 
the discredit which lukewarm and false professors 
bring upon the truth, that a really religious man is a 
trustworthy man : and therefore it is a homage, which 
policy is often forced to pay to godliness, to prefer such 
men to places of trust, as Nebuchadnezzar did. Bad 
men, indeed, speak the truth, if they will say they hate 
Gt>d's people ; but it is affectation to affirm that they 
despise them. 

X 2 
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n. And now, my brethren, to make some general 
application of the whole history ; let it teach ua, in the 
first place, this plain but important tmth : 

1. There is no necessity for any man, npon any 
occasion, to commit deliberate sin. There is no ex- 
cusing sin by pleading the power of a great tempta- 
tion, or, which is much the same thing, no pretence for 
laying the blame of our sins upon God. For God has 
made a way to escape out of every trial : He has pro- 
vided a shield able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked ; and therefore, if we fall by temptation, 
the fault is all our own. 

It is, indeed, a Tery common thing to hear men lay 
the blame of their ill conduct upon the Tioleace 
of their trials ; and this certainly is to accuse God, as 
though his providence had placed them in such cir- 
cumstancea as rendered it impossible for them to stand 
upright. But so long as the Bible is true, and we 
have liberty to search it, and the way to the throne of 

ne by prayer is open, such a case is not imaginable, 
iuaot be that any mao should he so situated as to 
be obliged to sin. Your trials, I suppose, were never 
sharper than those of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego. It is impossible that you should ever gain more 
than all the world by sin, or lose more than all the 
world by godliness. But " this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our feith*." So it was 
with those holy men, and so it might be with yoa. 
You know, as well as they did, that " the wages of sin 
is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our lird '." You know as well as they 
did, that God is able to deliver you out of all afflic- 
tions which your integrity may bring upon you. And 
you have his most sure promise, that He will deliver 
you either from suffering, or in suffering ; either pre- 
vent the evil you apprehend from lighting upon you, 
or turn it into a blessing for eternity. Surely, then, 
you know, as well as they did, that it must be for your 
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interest, at all times, to cleave to God. You can cal- 
culate, as well as they did, the difference between 
momeDts and eternity. When our Lord says, " If thy 
right hand offend thee, cut it oS," you know that it is 
an unanswerable argument by which He supports his 
assertion, " For it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell *." In short, you know your 
duty, as well as those men did ; and your sober judg- 
ment can never be deceived as to the wisdom of dis- 
charging it iaithfully at all times, and under all hazards. 
If this be true, every tempted person will do well to 
consider, that all evil comes, not from others, not from , 
temptation, but from ourselves. No man can make 
another a drunkard, or a liar, against his will. He that 
sins wilfully, sins because he is drawn away of his own 
lost : because he loves sin, and for no other reason. 

2. Again, you know, or at least might know, as well 
as those three &ithful Israelites, what manner of Father 
to his people the Lord Jehovah is. Yea, you know, or 
might know, much better ; because that great mystery 
of godliness, God manifest in the flesh, which was only 
pictured out to them by types and shadows, to you hi^ 
been revealed plainly. You know that God so loved the 
world as to give his only-begotten Son to die for you. 
You know that Jesus Christ the righteous was wounded 
for your transgressions, and bruised for your iniquities ; 
that He has called you to come unto Him for life ; 
that He is ready and willing to forgive all your 
sins, to heal all your diseases, to redeem your lives 
from destruction, and to crown you with loving-kind- 
nesses and tender mercies. Surely, then, it ought 
to be the ready inclination, the abiding resolution of 
your minds, rather to die than sin, when by sinning 
you transgress against such a Father. Surely, as it 
was with St. Paul, so ought it to be with you ; the 
love of Christ should constrain you to live not hence- 
forth unto yourselves, but in all things unto Him that 

* Matt. T. 30. 
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died for you, and rose agaiD. Tbe ftdth of tbe Gospel, 
if it did act vigorously upon your souls, would de- 
monstrate these things to you unanswerably : it would 
work by producing love to Grod; it would prove to 
you that you are pre-obliged, by every ima^nable tie 
of gratitude, to present yourselves, your souls, and 
bodies,' all that you have and are, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice to the God who made you 
what you are, and gave you all you have, and who is 
your Saviour and your stoy, after you have destroyed 
yourselves by sin ; it would prove to you, that to sin 
wilfully in the least instance, though upon the greatest 
temptation, is an act of extreme baseness, fit to be 
remembered with the deepest self-abborrence ; and it 
would prove to you also, that sin is the greatest folly 
in the world, for that it is impossible to receive real 
damage irom godliness, and impossible not to receive 
it from transgression. Faith saith, " He that walketh 
uprightly, walketh surely ' ;" therefore, if you did all of 
you walk by faith, you could not, and you would not, sin 
deliberately ; any more than whilst you loved life, you 
could knowingly drink poison ; or any more than you 
could strike and wound your parent, whilst your heart 
overflowed with love to him, and gratitude for his 
kindness towards you. And as you would not more 
readily destroy your body by poison, upon consideration 
of a great bribe than of a small one ; so, if faith were 
strong and active in you, you could no more destroy 
your soul by sin upon a great temptation than upon a 
small one. There is no proportion between time and 
eternity; therefore to ^ith, which looks forward to 
eternity, every bribe to sin is equally insignificant, 
because the best pleasures of sin are but for a season. 

3, If, then, you have sinned, excuse yourselves no 
longer, by pleading strength of temptation, but own it to 
be all your own fault, as it truly is, and ask for mercy, 
like men who are conscious that they deserve it not; 
and that you may sin wilfully no more, take up the 
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Apostles' prayer, "Increase our faith*." This is tbe 
shield which God has provided for your defence ; 
this is his instrument to purify your hearts, and by 
this He creates you in Christ Jesus unto all good 
works. 

Perhaps, however, there may be some here, who 
have little thought of being saved from sin at all ; who 
go on in the way of their own heart carelessly, with 
little anxiety about the consequences. Alaa ! ye can 
worship the golden image; ye can do as the world 
does, and make it your principle to be conformed to 
its iashions ; ye can yield yourselves servants to any 
sooner than to your rightful master; ye can praise the 
idols of the world ; and the God in whose hand your 
breath is, and whose are all your ways, ye can despise. 
And ye can despise the servants of that Grod, and 
account them devoid of charity, because they testify 
against the world's ways, and fools and blind because 
they walk not with the multitude. But let me fore- 
warn you. It shall iare with you at last as it did with 
Nebuchadnezzar and his counsellors ; your minds and" 
judgments shall be changed, whether your hearts be 
changed or not ; you shall be obliged to own at last, 
that the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
is the true God ; and his servants the only wise men 
in the world. For the day is coming, when the 
righteous shall " shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom 
of their Father';" when at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, and he that speaketh any thing amiss 
against Him shall (all into the hands of one better 
able to execute bis threats than the mighty king of 
Babylon. " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God," " for our God is a consuming fire'V 
There is one way for you to escape yet, and to find 
Him a Father of mercies and God of all consolation, 
Christ is the way; and ye must come to God by 
Him: but then ye must take his yoke upon you, 
and learn of Him. Ye shall not follow a multitude to 

' Luke xvii. 5. ' Matt. xiii. 4S. " Heb. xii. 29. 
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do evil, ye shall not worship with the world and adopt 
its maxims, and be conformed to its humours ; but ye 
shall come out from among them, and be separate ; and 
I will receive you, and be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty. 
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Daniel vi. 10. 

" Now nhen Daniel knew that the writii^ was Bigned, he went into 
his house ; and, his windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times s day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime." 

When the Chaldean monarchy was destroyed by Cyme, 
and Belshazzar, the last king of that race, was slain, 
and the govemment passed into the hands of Darius, 
king of the Medes and Persians, God's people the Jews 
still continued in captivity, and became, of course, the 
subjects of those new masters, to whom the govem- 
ment of the land in which they sojourned was now 
transferred. Still, however, the Lord watched over 
them, and the first act of Darius's administration of 
which we read, shows that He had not forsaken them. 
God took care that they should still have a friend 
in authority. When Darius ascended the throne, he 
would, of course, be speedily informed of the marvels 
which had occurred immediately previous to his coming 
into possession, and of the story of the hand-writing on 
the wall at Belshazzar's banquet, and Daniel's inter- 
pretation of it would be in every body's mouth; so 
that Daniel's former great actions, and his general fame 
for wisdom and ability, would hardly fail to be made 
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known to the king. It is not, therefore, to be won- 
dered at, that Daniel should be thought of, when the 
affeirs of Chaldea came to be arranged by its con- 
querors ; and so it befel. The hearts of kings are in 
God's rule and governance, and He disposed the mind 
of Darius to make, indeed, the wisest choice that could 
have been made for his own interest ; but, at the same 
time, the most beneficial choice that could have been 
made for the well-being of the captive Jews, by lead- 
ing him to place Daniel at the bead of his govern- 
ment. 

"It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an 
hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the 
whole kingdom ; and over these, three presidents ; of 
whom Daniel was first." Thus Daniel was set higher 
than ever, and became as eminent in station as he had 
long been in piety and virtue. But, exemplary as the 
life and conduct of Daniel was, and amply as the king's 
choice of him was justified by his whole behaviour, 
his preferment was regarded by those about him with 
jealous eyes. The native princes of Darius's land 
could not endure that any one, however deserving, 
should be advanced before them ; and, therefore, out 
of mere envy, they determined upon Daniel's fall. 
This, however, it was no very easy matter to accom- 
plish; for the king, seeing the excellent spirit that 
was in him, justly set too high a value upon his 
services to part with him out of condescension to the 
idle clamours of his rivals; and they, with all their 
malice, could find no colourable pretence for accusing 
him either of dishonesty or indiscretion in the manage- 
ment of af&irs. So that at last they are convinced 
that they must give up their enterprise, unless they 
can contrive to turn his piety against him, and make 
his zeal for the true religion the occasion of his ruin. 
" We shall not find any occasion," say they, " against 
this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning 
the law of his God '." 

Observe here how they are obliged to pay the highest 
' Dan. vi. 6, 
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possible compliment £6 the man they hate. They are 
forced to own that nothing can shake the loyalty of 
Daniel, or induce him to disobey his sovereign, bo long 
as he commaoded what an honest man might do; but 
if they can but prevail upon tlie king to make a decree 
contrary to true religion, then they are sure that 
Daniel is so religious a man that he will instantly dis- 
obey it, though his death should be the consequence. 

Accordingly they go to Darius, and beg of him to 
issue an edict, forbidding any person, for the space of 
thirty days, to ask any petition either of God or man, 
except the king, upon pain of being cast into the den 
of lions. 

Darius, of course, could not suspect the real design 
of his nobles in pressing him to confirm this edict; but 
yet at first sight one cannot but wonder that their 
artifice should succeed. One cannot but wonder how 
the sage counsellors of a mighty empire could come 
to their monarch, and gravely tell him that the princes 
and the governors had consulted to make a law that 
no soul in all Babylon should pray to God for thirty 
days, or ask any favour during that whole time, of any 
being, either in heaven or earth, except the king. For, 
to say nothing of the monstrous impiety of such a 
law, what could be more ridiculous? what possible 
good could be produced by it either to the prince or 
people ? One is astonished not to hear Darius object 
to the decree upon this ground of its extreme absur- 
dity. But, as Solomon saith, " A man that flattereth his 
neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet';" in this net 
of flattery was king Darius caught. He was just come 
to the throne of Babylon, and therefore, as perhaps 
his artful advisers told him, it was necessary to do 
something which should make him appear great and 
noble in the eyes of the people ; and this, the notable 
edict, which they proposed, was calculated to effect. 
The silly monarch was to set himself up for thirty days 
as a god : all the homage and all the prayers of a 
mighty nation were to be addressed to bim alone ; and 

• Prov. Kxix. 5. 
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BO he would have ample opportunity to exhibit his 
pomp aod state, and to catch the admiration of the 
multitude by the display of his royal bounty and 



When we are once persuaded, as very easily we are 
wont to be, to think more highly of oureeWes than we 
ought to think, instead of thinking soberly, the first 
thing we commonly do is, to fall into some absurd 
mistake which proves our weakness and our folly. So 
it was with king Darius. His vanity was flattered, 
and his self-importance gratified, with the idea of the 
splendid appearance he should make, when alt the 
nations and languages of his extensive empire should 
&1I down in a sort of adoration before his footstool ; 
and being by this means put off his guard, he signs 
this impious and foolish edict, of which, when it is too 
late, he will most bitterly repent 

And now we may suppose the princes of Babylon 
content ; the decree is signed, and therefore, as they 
imagine, the downfall of the object of their hatred is 
certain. 

Daniel, no doubt, sees through alt their schemes ; 
yet he is not at all disconcerted, but instantly deter- 
mines what course to take. Having heard that the 
writing is signed, he goes home to his house, and 
his windows being open, so that all might observe him 
who were so inclined, he offers up his prayers and 
praises unto God, according to his usual custom, three 
times a day. 

His enemies, we may be sure, lose no time in mak- 
ing it known. Instantly they hurry to the king, and 
with all zeal and loyalty set forth this heinous rebellion 
against his anthority, and demand that Daniel should 
be cast into the lions' den. 

And now Darius's eyes are opened, bitterly does he 
reproach himself for his impious vanity, and with alt 
bis might does be labour to deliver Daniel, even " till 
the going down of the sun." But all his pains are 
fruitless ; for, according to the very foolish law of the 
Medes and Persians, a decree, once confirmed by the 
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king, could not be altered, how unjust or impolitic 
Boever it might afterwards be found to he. Daniel, 
therefore, is cast into the den, and his enemies expect 
to hear no more of him. 

But these men had forgotten that the God of Daniel 
was the same God, who, no long time before, had de- 
livered his servants Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
out of Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace. It had never 
entered into their thoughts that He might poseibly 
interfere again ; and so (as was likely) all their schemes 
were unexpectedly defeated ; and " in the net which 
they hid" privily for Daniel, was "their own foot 
taken '." For " the Lord preserveth the souls of his 
saints, He delivereth them out of the hand of the 
wicked * ;" " they are preserved for ever, but the seed 
of the wicked shall be cut off"." Such, you know, is 
the conclusion of this history. "The Lord sent his 
angel, and shut the lions' mouths," and so Daniel was 
taken up out of the den unhurt ; and then " the king 
commanded, and they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of 
lions. . . . And the lions had the mastery of them, and 
brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at 
the bottom of the den *." 

Such is the history of Daniel; it is recorded in 
Holy Scripture for your instruction. And this, of 
course, was the end I had in view in laying the narra- 
tive before you. I will, therefore, now proceed to 
make some remarks upon Daniel's conduct, and to 
point out to you some particulars in it, which are worthy 
of your very serious attention. 

in the text we have some intimation given us re- 
specting Daniel's general religious habits ; and it con- 
tains also the whole account of his behaviour under 
the very great and trying difficulties in which he was 
involved upon the king's signing the edict. "Now 
when Daniel knew that tbe writing was signed, he 
went into his bouse ; and his windows being open in 

' See Ps. is. 15. ' Ps. xcvii. 10. 

• Pb. xxxvii. 28. * Dan. vi. 22 — 24. 
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hie chamber toward JeniBalem, be kneeled upon his 
knees three times a da)*, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime." 

And first from these words we team something 
concerning Daniel's general religious habits ; and par- 
ticularly that it was his usual custom to worship God 
three times a day. 

Here then is a lesson to be learned by all, but par- 
ticularly by men of business, by persons engaged, as 
many of you are, in such honest worldly pursuits as 
require the habitual labour either of the head or 
hands. 

How common is it to hear people in such situations 
pleading their worldly avocations as an excuse for their 
neglect of religion or religious exercises ! They have 
their families to provide for, or their trades to mind, 
and so they have no time for godliness. 

But I beseech you, brethren, to consider that the 
Almighty is not a Being to be trifled with; you may 
deceive your neighbours, you may cheat your own 
hearts, but you can never deceive Him. That which 
has been done once may be done again. Righteous 
Daniel could find leisure to worship God three times 
a day ; and so could every one of you, if you were but 
so inclined. It is, that you love the world and its 
vanities to such an excess that the love of the Father 
is almost extinguished in you ; it is this, and not the 
extreme urgency of your al^irs, that is the reason why 
the duties of God's immediate worship and service are 
so often left unperformed. For the hardest-working 
and busiest man among you cannot have more to do 
than Daniel had ; and certeinly he cannot have a thou- 
sandth part of that care and anxiety to distract his 
mind, which must have fallen to the lot of one who 
had the inspection of all the business of the greatest 
empire in the world. 

This I have said, not for the purpose of showing 
you the exact number of hours and minutes you ought 
to spend in praying, but in order to convince you, if I 
can, that when you pretend that it is worldly business 
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which hinders you from worshipping God, from attend- 
ing his Church, from preparing yourselves for the Lord's 
Supper, or for the performing of any other necessary 
exercise of devotion, such excuse is, generally speak- 
ing, false, and so will not he accepted by God when 
you come to offer it to Him at the day of judg- 
ment. 

I would have you ashamed of such pretences, I 
would have you afraid of deceiving your own hearts 
by them ; at all events, I would have you remember 
that there is one thing needful, which must not be 
neglected, whatever else may go undone. You have 
all of you souls to be saved, and a God to serve. Your 
souls are of as much consequence to you as Daniel's 
was to him. He would not neglect the care of his 
soul though he had the care of the whole empire of 
Babylon on his hands besides; why are not you to 
follow his example, especially when you are placed in 
so much easier circumstances? To too many of you 
I am sure I may say with truth, that your honest 
worldly business has not prevented you from finding 
time for idleness, for drunkenness, for some kind or 
other of vice and wickedness; and, if so, it must be 
&lse to say that it is that same worldly business which 
prevents you from finding time for reading, for hear- 
ing, for religious meditation, or for prayer. 

Having learnt this lesson from the consideration 
of Daniel's general religious habits, let us now see if 
we cannot learn another from the example of his con- 
duct when he was placed in so perilous and trying a 
situation by Darius signing the edict. 

According to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not, it had been decreed that any 
person, who, for the space of thirty days, should offer 
any petition either to God or man, except the king, 
should be cast into the den of lions. Now if we had 
been Jews residing in Babylon, at that time, what 
should we have done 1 The greater part of us, I fear, 
would have submitted to this impious decree. We 
should have abstained from God's worship m it was 
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but for thirty days, or at least we should have taken 
care to have worshipped Him iu secret. 

But Daniel was "an Israelite indeed;" and conse- 
quently he has left us a pattern of far nobler and 
better conduct. Having heard that the writing is 
signed, be sees instantly that he must either he content 
to lose his preferment and his life, or else to make 
shipwreck of a good conscience ; and he requires no 
time for deliberation. He returns to his house to 
worship God as he had been used to do aforetime; 
and, instead of attempting to conceal what he is 
about, he opens his windows that all may see him. 
We learn from this that we are not to serve God hy 
halves, but with all our heart; that the danger or 
the difficulty of godliness is no sufficient excuse for 
ungodly conduct ; and that when the cause of religion 
is attacked we are boldly to proclaim ourselves its 
advocates, and to defend it openly. 

But then, you will say, what can all this he to us ? 
The true religion is not likely to he so attacked in our 
times, nor the worship of God to be forbidden by penal 
statutes. Most true. And I would have you bless 
God every day of your lives, that He hath caused you 
to he bom in a Christian land, where your weak faith 
is not likely to be so severely disciplined. But, at 
the same time, I would not have you think that even 
here, in such a country as this, you are never to be 
tempted to deny your Saviour. For I am sure yoa 
will be tempted to do so frequently ; and I fear that 
you will but too often yield. For is it not bo ? Is it 
not true that a bold contempt for things sacred marks 
but too strongly the character of the times in which 
we livet Go into the company of any rank or order 
of men you please ; sit down at the banquets of the 
great, or mingle in the revels of the poor ; and what 
sort of conversation shall you hear? Alas! too often 
you shall hear the Gospel itself made the matter of 
men's jests and merriment; them whose lives approach 
nearest to the purity of its precepts, you shall hear 
reviled as hypocrites, or derided as enthusiasts ; and 
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you shall meet with wits of every rank, from the noble 
to the clown, ready to blaspheme the name of God, to 
applaud licentiousness and vice, and to scoff at all 
semblance of sanctity and godliness. And how do 
you act upon such occasions ? Has it not often 
happened that the loud laugh of the dissolute and 
profane has been a trial too powerful to be resisted, 
and has prevented you from declaring that you are of 
the contrary part? And, if it be so, how can you be 
able to say with St. Paul, that you are " not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ"?" What opinion can we 
have of your sincerity, if, in the company of profane 
and wicked persons, you can quietly hear that good 
cause derided, which you appear to reverence and love 
when none but religious men are by ? You may call 
yourselves Christ's disciples, hut I am sure you are 
not " rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in 
the faith'." You may pretend, and think perhaps, 
that nothing could tempt you to renounce your 
Saviour : but these are vain boastings ; for if the scofft 
of profiine and worldly people can make you ashamed 
of godliness, should persecution arise because of the 
word, I fear a less thing than a den of lions, or a fiery 
furnace, would terrify you into denying your Master 
altogether. 

But then, you will reply again. Religion surely does 
not consist in professing; and our Saviour Christ 
has Himself commanded us not to make a parade of 
our piety. Both these things are true. The mere 
profession of religion cannot be the thing itself; but 
then it is one religious duty among many, and a very 
necessary duty too ; for so saith St. Paul, " If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation '." And again, as to 
making a parade of our religion, this our Lord hath 
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certainly forbidden us to do. But He hath likewise 
said, " Ye are the light of the world." " Let your light 
60 shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven *." 

This text is an excellent comment upon Daniel's 
conduct, and will fully explain to you the measure of 
your duty. Ye are to let the light of your good 
example be seen of men, to the intent that they may 
glorify God, not you. This was what Daniel did ; he 
prayed with his windows open, because by so doing he 
showed that he feared God more than man: and if 
he had done otherwise, it would have been a proof to 
the idolatrous people among whom he dwelt, that he 
did not think God powerful enough to protect him, or 
ready to accept and recompense his sufferings in the 
cause of truth. Now do you take care to act from the 
same motives, and then the more men see of your 
holiness the better. Whatsoever ye do, take care that 
it be done to the glory of God, and not for the sake of 
your own worldly reputation. Observe this rule,and then 
you will not misinterpret one of Christ's commands in 
order to obtain an excuse for breaking another. You 
will not he so unreasonably afraid of offending God by 
ostentation, as to he deterred from boldly professing 
your religion. But you will be resolute as well as 
humble, and humble as well as resolute ; you will be 
lowly, meek, and sober-minded, free from all affectation 
of superior holiness, from all spiritual pride and self- 
conceit; but at the same time you will never give a 
cowardly indulgence to profaneness, you will never 
suffer religion to be reviled without expressing your 
disapprobation; and in times of danger and difficulty 
especially, you will let your light shine before men as 
Daniel did ; you will let all around you know that 
whatsoever others may think or choose to do, you 
"count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge ofChrist Jesus "your " Lord '." This, upon 
such occasions, is not criminal ostentation, but religious 
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courage; and if you act otherwise, it is not because 
you are afraid of offendiog God by seeming to make a 
parade of your devotion to Him, but it is because you 
fear " the reproach of men," and are afraid of " their 
revilings ^" 

And now if you desire to know what that principle 
could have been which supported Daniel through this 
fiery trial, and enabled him to act with such holy 
resolution, I have apostolical authority to answer you 
in one word: it was his &ith. " Through iaith" he 
" stopped the mouths of lions," and " wrought right- 
eousness *." This it was which supported him ; and 
under the manifold temptations which continually 
beset us, this, and this only, can support us. 

If I did really think that when this body of mine 
should be mouldered into dust, my existence would 
have an end, and I should He in my grave for ever, 
then I know not what reason I could have for enduring 
persecution in the cause of godliness, or why I should 
not join in the sentiment of those who say, " Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die *." But when I look 
at the glorious prospect which the faith of the Gospel 
has opened to my view, when I consider that through 
the merits and atonement of Jesus Christ, my "light 
affliction, which is but for a moment," may be made 
the means of working out for me " a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory'," and that if " my 
earthly house of this tabernacle" be dissolved, there is 
reserved for me " a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens* :" when I reflect 
on these things, I cannot but perceive and know 
that to forsake my Lord and Master through fear of 
any worldly evil, is no better than madness ; and that 
it is infinitely more for my interest to " suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season ^." 

But besides this, " faith worketh by love *." If I did 

' Isa. li. 7. ' Heb. xi. 33. * 1 Cor. xv. 32. 

' 2 Cor. iv. 17. ' 2 Cor. v. 1. ' Heb. xi. 25. 
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to good purpose consider and weigh the things which I 
believe, That He who was in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, did 
take upon Him the form of a servant, and did become 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross ' ; and 
this out of pure love to me, that, without my deserv- 
ing, and in spite of my ill-deserving. He might lift the 
beggar from the dunghill, and make him inherit the 
throne of glory : if I considered how his long-suffering 
has borne with my manifold provocations, and what 
great things his free bounty still importunes me to 
accept; if I not only believed but considered these 
things aright, refiectioa upon them would, by God's 
blessing, kindle and keep alive within me such a flame 
of gratitude and love to my Almighty Father, as 
would constrain me to devote myself altogether to the 
service of Him that loveth me, and make me rejoice in 
the opportunity of denying myself for his sake. 

These considerations operated upon the mind of 
Daniel. He saw indeed, but through a glass, darkly, what 
we see clearly and manifestly: but yet he knew that 
his Redeemer lived. He had substantially the same 
religion with ourselves, if we be Christians ; he knew 
that God would provide that seed of the woman whom 
we know He hath provided, to bruise the serpent's 
head '. He knew that God was good to Israel. He 
felt that He had been good to him. He looked to 
dwell with Him eternally.and he expected to receive his 
bounties " without money and without price." There- 
fore he counted that "the sufferings of this present 
time were not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which should be revealed" in Him ^. He knew that he 
consulted his own interest in cleaving to God in 
despite of sufferings; and not only so, he did it with 
a willing mind ; happy was he to resign this world's 
dignities, happy to meet death in its most terrific 
shape, provided only that whatsoever he did or suffered 
might be done to the glory of God. 

' See Phil. ii. 6—8. ' See Gcd. iii. 15. 
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Make it your constant prayer that God would 
enable you also to " walk by faith, not by sight '," 
and bring the powerful truths of his revealed word 
home to your very hearts. 

Were but this the case, you would never want a 
motive for eschewing that which is evil, and cleaving 
unto that which la good. You would never be with- 
out consolation under any outward calamity. You 
would piously take up the cross and follow Christ. 
You would learn in time to glory even in tribulations 
also ; and you would surely find that " God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may he able to bear it *." 

' 2 Cor. V. 7. * 1 Cor. x. 18. 
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Neheuiah ii. 3, 4. 

" Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place 
of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire? Then the king said unto me. For what 
dost thou make request ? So I prayed to the God of heaven." 

Nehehiau, the author of the book which goea by hia 
name, was the son of one of the captive Jews whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had originally brought to Babylon. 
His fether Hachaliah did not return with those of 
his brethren who availed themselves of the decree of 
Cyrus to rebuild the temple ; and he himself remained 
at Shushan, which was now become the capital of the 
empire, to the twentieth year of king Artaxerxes. He 
was advanced, it seems, to the office of cup-bearer to 
this monarch, and held thereby a place of trust and 
honour, and one, moreover, which brought him into 
much familiarity with the king, with whom he appears 
to have been a favourite. He was comfortably settled 
therefore, and perhaps thought only of spending the 
rest of his days at his post in wealth and peace. But 
Almighty God had work for him, and by his provi- 
dential arrangement was secretly preparing him for 
the service of his people. In the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes, certain persons arrived at Shushan from 
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Jerusalem, probably on public business, and, of these, 
Nebemiah inquired respecting the condition of his 
countrymen, and was answered that they were in much 
distress. " The remnant," bo it was replied, " that are 
left of the captivity there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach : the wall of Jerusalem also 
is broken dovm, and the gates thereof are burned with 
fire'." This intelligence grieved Nebemiah greatly, 
and the first chapter of the book tells us how he pro- 
ceeded in consequence. It did not satisfy him merely 
to sympathize in his inward mind with the sorrows of 
his people. He wept and mourned indeed, but he did 
not give himself altogether to idle lamentations. Some- 
thing, possibly, might be done for them, and he would 
attempt it. He did not, however, proceed to his under- 
taking, inconsiderately, or in his own strength. A 
resolution seeras to have come instantly into his mind, 
that he would make use of such interest as be pos- 
sessed with the king, on his country's behalf; but, 
prompt as his desires were, he must refer the matter 
to God before he moved in it a single step. He set 
himself for certain days solemnly to seek the Lord by 
fasting and prayer. And in the first chapter, from 
the fourth verse to the end, his prayer is recorded. 
He confesses his own sin and that of his people, justi- 
fies God in allowing them to be so grievously afflicted, 
but pleads the promises made by Him to Moses, if 
in their affliction, which they had merited, his people 
should humbly turn to Him ; and he concludes thus : 
" Now these," that is, the distressed Jews at Jeru- 
salem, " are thy servants and thy people, whom Thou 
hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong 
band. O Lord, I beseech Thee, let now thine ear 
he attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to 
the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy 
name : (for he was sure that other pious people must 
he making like prayer :) and prosper, I pray Thee, thy 
servaDt this day, and grant him mercy in the sight 
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of this man. For (such is the note of explanation 
which he adds) I was the king's cup-bearer." 

This prayer he douhtless continued in substance for 
some time, for he began to seek God in this matter in 
the month called Chisleu, which answers to the latter 
part of November and the beginning of December, id 
our reckoDing ; and his opportunity for acting did not 
arrive till the month Nisan, which coincides with the 
latter part of March and the beginning of April. Iq 
that month he ministered as cup-bearer to the king ; 
and, in the execution of his office, he found the opening 
he had been waiting for. Up to this time he had 
never appeared sad or dejected in the king's presence, 
but now his grief of mind affected his countenance and 
deportment ; and the king, who had a liking for him, 
took notice of it with much kindness ; and " Why," 
he asks, " is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art 
not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart." 
" Then," says Nehemiah, " I was very sore afraid." 
Though he had been strengthening himself by waiting 
upon God, and bis endeavours had not been fruitless, 
yet a natural dread came over him, and his heart beat, 
as a resolute man's may and is wont to do, when the 
first step is actually to be taken in a great adventure 
long contemplated, and on the good success of which 
much depends. However, there was no stopping now. 
The king waited for his answer; and, prefacing it, there- 
fore, with the usual form of salutation, "Let the king 
live forever," he replies in the words of the text, with 
an implied appeal to the king's humanity and gene- 
rosity, " why should not my countenance be sad, when 
the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, 
and the gates thereof are consumed with firel" The 
king saw his meaning, and taking it for granted that 
he had a petition to prefer if he dared, rejoined in an 
encouraging manner, " For what dost thou make re- 
quest?" Here was another step to be taken, and an 
anxious one ; he must not offend this absolute poten- 
tate by any rashness, hut propitiate him, if possible. 
There was no time however to think. But Nehemiah 
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■walked habitually with God, and had sought Him 
diligently with reference to this matter, and therefore 
he could at once gather his desires together, and 
mentally put them before the Lord, and he did so ; 
" I prayed," he says, " to the God of heaven." It 
was the work of a moment, but it was enough. The 
Searcher of hearts " knoweth our thoughts long be- 
fore," and He heard him. And then comes his petition 
to the king, in which he plainly makes known his 
wish ; " Send me," he says, " unto Judah, unto the city 
of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it." The 
king had but one objection : he was attached to Nehe- 
miah, whose services were very acceptable to him, and 
accordingly he was loth to spare him. But he showed 
a generous and true friendship on this occasion, and 
would not selfishly keep Nehemiah to minister to him- 
self, but took a pleasure rather in helping him to the 
fulfilment of the pious and good purpose which he had 
so much at heart. He asked him when he would 
return, and set him a time to do so: but, as it should 
seem, allowed him as long a season for bis work as 
appeared reasonable ; and then Nehemiah took courage 
to press his petition further ; " Moreover I said unto 
the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me 
to the governors beyond the river, that they may con- 
vey me over till I come into Judah ; and a letter unto 
Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may 
give me timber to make beams for the gates of the 
palace which appertained to the house, and for the 
wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter 
into." And all this " the king granted, according," says 
Nehemiah, " to the good hand of my God upon me." 
He had asked success from God, and, having obtained 
it, gave God the glory. 

The rest of the second chapter tells how he came 
to Jerusalem, and saw what was wanting; and that, 
though he met with difficulties and opposition, he did 
not suffer himself to be daunted. Certain persons who 
had long been his country's foes, Sanballat, Tobiah, and 
Geshem, affected to despise him, and misrepresented 
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his designs. But the same i^ith in God still supported 
him. " The God of heaven," he replies to his adver- 
saries, " He will prosper us ; therefore we his servants 
will arise and huild." " But," he adds, (these same per- 
sons ofifering to make common cause with him, that 
they might circumvent him by treachery,) " ye have no 
portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem ;" and 
in this prudent and resolute manner he rejected all 
their overtures, and refused their interference to the 
last. The third chapter relates summarily the succe^ 
of his undertaking ; all the Jews were not hearty in 
the cause ; for of some it is said, that " they put not 
their necks to the work." And every body knows how 
hard the task of public men is wont to be when they 
would get a multitude to act together for any common 
purpose. Nehemiah, nevertheless, carried his point. 
Eliashib, the high priest, with his brethren, undertook 
to begin the building at a gate called the sheep-gate ; 
another party took the adjoining portion of wall; 
a third succeeded them, till, in spite of some defaulters, 
the fortifications were completed, and the wall brought 
round to the sheep-gate again ^ The adversaries did 
all they could to weaken Neheraiah's hands, and cor- 
rupt the people under bis rule, to bring him into con- 
tempt by their scoffe, to overreach him by cunning, 
and to attack him by surprise as he laboured ; but he 
kept too strict a guard for this to succeed. He would 
not so much as put off his clothes night or day, nor 
allow his servants to do so. He had sentries posted 
at every point; and the builders had every one his 
sword girded by his side, and wrought in the work 
with one hand, and with the other held a weapon*. 
" So," continues Nehemiah, " the wall was finished in 
the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty 
and two days. And it came to pass, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were 
about us saw these things, they were much cast down 
in their own eyes : for they perceived that this wwk 
was wrought of our God *." 

' Neh. iii. " See Neh. iv. 1?, 18. 23. ' Neh. vi. 15, 16. 
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I do not mean to enter very particularly into the 
remainder of this history now ; only I would have it 
observed in general, that Nehemiah did not think that 
he had provided for hia country's security when he 
had fortified the capital city, though that was very 
necessary as a means under God. God had heen pro- 
voked by the Jews themselves in various ways : by the 
oppression of their poor and distressed brethren on the 
part of the wealthy ; by the violation of the Sabbath ; 
and by the ioter-marriage of many of the people with 
the heathen, contrary to the law. All this Nehemiah 
set himself, at two different times, strenuously to reform, 
being moved, as he expressly tells us, by the fear of 
God ^. He set an example, first, of disinterestedness and 
liberality himself, by refusing his salary as governor', 
and by receiving his countrymen at his table with great 
hospitality ' ; and he vigorously took the part of the 
poor who had mortgaged their lands ; and caused their 
creditors to cease from their usury, and to restore 
their lands, their vineyards, their olive-yards, and their 
houses ; also the hundredth part of the money, and of 
the com, and wine, and oil, which they had been in 
the habit of exacting from them*. He made the 
nobles put away their heathen wives ' ; he drove 
away those who brought merchandise for sale to Jeru- 
salem ou the Sabbath ' ; and he took care for the 
solemn and religious observance of that Divine ordi- 
nance*. Also he co-operated with Ezra, who, about 
thirteen years before, had received a commission from 
the king, empowering him to take order for the resto- 
ration of the temple and the settlement of ecclesi- 
astical affairs ; and, accordingly, the Book of the Law 
of Moses was brought before the people, solemnly 
read in public by Ezra, and expounded by the Levites, 
who "gave the sense," it is said, "and caused them to 
understand the reading'." The feast of tabernacles 
was kept in the manner prescribed *, and a solemn 
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fast kept afterwards, as you may read at large in the 
ninth chapter, the Levitea making a humble confession, 
in their own and the people's name, of their wicked- 
ness and ingratitude, and of God's goodness in not 
dealing with them as their sins had merited ; and 
then they all made an express covenant with God, and 
put their seals to it, pledging themselves to keep his 
statutes. Nehemiah took care that the temple should 
be cleansed, and that the Levites should have their 
portions ^ven them as commanded by the law ; and 
that all things connected with the worship of Almighty 
God should be restored to decency and order. So the 
history concludes, Nehemiah only adding at the end, 
as he interposes at several different stages of the narra- 
tive, a solemn prayer to God, to the effect that his 
good deeds might be had in remembrance, and meet 
with a gracious acceptance from Him whose honour he 
had been seeking as well as the welfare of his people. 
" Think upon me, my God," he had said before, " for 
good, according to all that I have done for this people ^'' 
And again, "Bemember me, O my God, concerning 
this, and wipe not out my good deeds that I have done 
for the houseof my God, and for the offices thereof." 
And, in the last verse, " Remember me, O my God, for 
good '." 

Thus I have set before you a brief sketch of a very 
interesting and edifying book of Holy Scripture. 

One end which in doing so I have had in view, is 
to call your attention to it, that you may read and 
study it yourselves; for, perhaps, it is not as familiar 
to many, as advantageously it might be, or as some 
other portions are. Leaving this, however, to your 
own consideration, I shall now proceed to make some 
application of what you have at present heard. 

In Nehemiah, then, we have, first, a noble example 
of religious patriotism ; that is, of pious, and self- 
denying, and enlightened zeal for the true interests of 
his native country. He had, as I observed in the be- 



■ Neh. xiii. 14. 22. 
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ginning, when be dwelt at Shushan, and held the office 
of cup-bearer to the king, every thing in hiB posses- 
Bion which he could well want in order to living a life 
of worldly ease and comfort ; but he looked not on his 
own things, but on the things of others : how could he 
enjoy himself in the king's court, or console himself 
with the king's favour, when the place of his fathers' 
sepulchres lay waste, and the gates of his native city 
were consumed with fire 1 He was a man of a public 
spirit; in the affliction of his country, therefore, lie 
was afflicted, and personal prosperity and tranquillity 
had no charms for him any longer, if he might arise 
and be doing for his country's good. 

Now, this is a spirit and a practice to which we are 
all called by God. He indeed has made all men of 
one blood, and therefore no human being may be 
excepted from our love ; nor is there any region of the 
earth to which our endeavours for good should not be 
extended, if any thing can be done by us at such 
distance, as certainly it often may; particularly through 
declaring God's glory, and disseminating the Gospel of 
the Redeemer. But yet we are brought by God's own 
ordinance and providential arrangements into more 
special relationship to some than we are to others; 
and such, in proportion to their nearness to us and 
particular connexion with us, have a special claim 
upon us, which Holy Scripture recognizes as valid. 
" As we have therefore opportunity," says St. Paul, " let 
us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith '." That is, to the Church of 
Christ, of which we are members, rather than to infi- 
dels, with whom we have no fellowship of that kind ; 
and so likewise to our own immediate families. " If 
any provide not for his own, and specially for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infideP;" be does not act as taught of 
God ; he does not see or acknowledge that God has 
placed all the members in the body as it has pleased 

* Gal. vi. 10. ° 1 Tim. v. 8. 
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his own BOvereigQ wisdom, which may not be ques- 
tioned ; and that, in so doing, He has assigned to a 
man special duties towards these relatives, and made 
him specially responsible with reference to them before 
others. And it is the same with respect to the land 
of our nativity; there are special ties of God's ap- 
pointment which unite us with it, and if we do not 
make common cause with it, our professions of uni- 
versal good-will to mankind may well be doubted. 
*' O pray," says the Psalmist, " for the peace of Jeru- 
salem : they shall prosper that love thee. F(H' my 
brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say, Peace 
be within thee. Because of the house of the Lord our 
God I will seek to do thee good '"." We may not be able 
to do such things as Nehemiah did, nor be called to 
the same exertions ; but we have the same reasons for 
loving our country which he had, and therefore the 
same obligation lies upon us to seek its good where we 
can, and as &r as we are able. And as there are 
always dangers by which the national prosperity is 
threatened ; and private people, whether they think of 
it or not, may at any time be doing, and often are 
doing, what tends to their country's hurt and downiall ; 
so, on the other hand, there are means by which its 
true interests may be daily promoted, some of which 
are in the hands of every one. If no special occasions 
should arise in which we may be actively helpful, at 
least we can be peaceable ourselves, and, fearing God 
and the king, keep from meddling, as Solomon 
enjoins, with them that are given to change '. We can 
he subject to the powers that be for conscience sake, 
and by God's grace we can unite from our hearts in 
those prayers for governors and magistrates in the 
State, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons in the 
Church, which her liturgy puts into our mouths ; in- 
stead of uttering them, as some do, in mere formality, 
or abstaining, as others do, even from the appearance of 
joining in them. 

" Pb. cxxii. 6. 8, 9, ' See Prov. xxiv. 21. 
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Kehemiah, moreover, as we have seen, had an 
enlightened view of the true interests of the land be 
loved. He was not a mere builder of fortifications; 
he knew that there were better walls and bulwarks 
than those which he took such care to strengthen ; and 
that, if Jerusalem were walled up to heaven, it would be 
no security, except God should be Himself in the 
midst of her, and be honoured as her real fortress. 
He took care for the ordinary measures and means of 
defence, but "righteousness," he knew, "exalteth a 
nation, bat sin is a reproach to any people '." 

Do ye likewise understand the same truth, my 
brethren, for it is plainly revealed to us, and con- 
tinually enforced and illustrated in the word of God. 
Israel aforetime boasted of the counsel and strength 
which they had for war ', and relied on succour uow 
from Assyria, and now from Egypt. But " woe to the 
rebellious children, saith the Lord," (in rebuke of their 
blindness,) " that take counsel, but not of me ; and that 
cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit, that they 
may add sin to sin '." Do ye, in your private station, 
pray to Him who hath taught us in his word that the 
hearts of kings are in his rule and governance, and 
that He doth dispose and turn them as seemeth 
best to his godly wisdom', so to dispose the hearts of 
all who bear rule over us, that in all their thoughts, 
words, and works, they may ever seek his honour 
and glory ; and that as Nehemiah the governor 
co-operated with Ezra the priest, for the re-establish- 
ment of Divine worship and service, so all Christian 
princes and rulers may be nursing fathers and nursing 
mothers' to the Church of Christ. Be thankful that the 
piety of yourancestors has provided to so wide an extent 
the means of public worship, that without cost or diffi- 
culty to the needy, rich and poor may have opportunity 
to meet together, to magnify his name who is the Maker 
of them all ; to hear his word together for consolation 

• Prov. xiv. 34. ' See Is. xxxvi. 5. ' Is. xxx. 1. 

' See ProT. xxi. 1. • See Is. xlbt. 23. 
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and instruction, and to be verily and indeed partakers 
together, hy faith, of the spiritual food of the most 
precious body and blood of Jesus Christ. Be ready to 
your power when called upon, and according as God 
bath prospered you, to assist all sound schemes for the 
further diffusion of Christian knowledge, and the pro- 
viding of freer and fuller access to Christian ordi- 
nances ; and be all of you, in your several places, the 
uncompromising adversaries of sin, and infidelity, and 
profaneness, as Nehemiah was ; and lovers of good men, 
and promoters of godly practice. You might bring up 
your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, vrith the helps that you have in the work. You 
might, like Abraham, command your household after 
you to keep the way of the Lord, All might show 
themselves on the Lord's side, by remembering his 
day to keep it holy. Many might be stricter than 
they are in enforcing the obligation on their servants 
and dependents. All might show themselves patterns 
of good works ; and if they did, like Nehemiah, they 
might chase away from them evil people, and show 
their loathing of them ; and, aiding others of a like 
mind with themselves, do much to put sin to shame. 
And if this spirit prevailed among private men, it 
would influence public men for good ; but, better than 
that, God, who is King over all, would assuredly deal 
with us according to his promises. " At what instant 
I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy 
it ; if that nation, against whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them'." 

Note now another thing respecting Nehemiah; 
and it may be for your instruction and encouragement 
in any difficult work of duty whatsoever. He devoted 
himself to a great and complicated undertaking, one 
which required perseverance as well as courage, and 
great prudence as well as great zeal ; one, in the con- 
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duct of which he would have need to set his face as 
a flint agaiiiBt the compromising spirit and the private 
vices of his own party, as well as resolutely to face the 
malice, and despise the scorn and scolft of his declared 
enemies. Yet against hope he believed in hope ; 
he entered upon it boldly, and carried it through 
patiently, and avoided many snares in the prosecution 
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well as in all time of difBculty. Nehemiah, doubtless, 
lived a life of waiting upon God. But when there is 
a special pressure, there must be special prayer suited 
to the occasion, and fasting is fit to be added to it ; this 
may be sbowD, not from Nehemiah's example alone, 
but from that of all the saints of Grod, from one end of 
Scripture bistory to the other. Before Esther would 
consent to put her life in jeopardy to save tbe Jews 
from the decree of Hamao, she sent to Mordecai, 
saying, " Go, gather together all the Jews that are 
present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat 
nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my 
roaideus will fast likewise ; and so will I go in unto 
the king, which is not according to tbe law : and if I 
perish, I perish'." Having committed her cause to 
God, she felt that she could leave it with God. " This 
kind," says our Saviour, speaking of the evil spirit 
which his disciples could not cast out because of their 
unbelief, " this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting*." Faith, in a certain measure, we may have; 
but great difficulties try it always, and will over- 
come it, unless special prayer and fasting be used to 
strengthen it. But when, like Nehemiah and Esther, 
and a host more, whose examples are written for our 
learning, we have prostrated ourselves before the Lord, 
owned our unworthiness, recalled his promises to man, 
and earnestly appealed to Him, and cast ourselves upon 
Him in Christ, we need fear no more. Study, then, 
the recorded prayers of the righteous; use and copy 
them ; and the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing shall keep your hearts and minds through 
every trial. Only remember, you must persevere in 
prayer, and proceed in the spirit of prayer to the end, 
if you would actually gain your point. Through his 
first solemn invocation of Divine aid, Nehemiah made 
a good beginning, and that was much, and ever will 
be 80. But, " if ye continue in my word," says Christ, 
" then are ye my disciples indeed '." And, says David, 
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" My soul, wait thou still upou God*." What is called 
ejaculatory prayer, the lifting of the heart to God in 
the midst of husiness, shows the habit of the mind, aod 
the constancy of the believer's dependence, and the 
readiness and naturalness, if I may ao speak, with 
which he turns instinctively to his stronghold. Imitate 
Nehemiah in this respect ; a short prayer can snatch 
a blessing, and the act of it rallies the forces of our 
faith and hope instantaneously, ao that by the good 
hand of our God upon us, we get a sudden courage 
under sudden emergencies. 

However, to instant continuance in prayer, patient 
continuance in well-doing must be added. Depend- 
ence on Divine teaching does not exonerate us from 
the careful exercise of a sound discretion, nor depend- 
ence on Divine aid in our undertakings, from vigilance, 
and plodding industry, and resolute exertion. Grace, 
is to work in us, and to help, and guide, and strengthen 
us in working and doing our best, and not to work 
instead of us. -Whatever painstaking, therefore, is 
necessary to a particular end, we must take it, and 
whatever care, use it ; and overcome the evil that is in 
our adversaries with good, and be on our guard in 
peril; and then, not being weary in well-doing, in due 
season, like Nehemiah, we shall reap if we ^int not. 
" When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him^;" and though 
we may have to stimulate the lukewarmness of friends, 
and to withstand their prejudices, and set ourselves 
against their indiscretion, their folly, or their sin ; and 
recal them to practices and ways of godliness which 
they dislike, the hearts of all being at God's dis- 
posal, we shall he more than conquerors at last, 
through Him that loveth us. Good example, and 
honest endeavours, and faithful counsel, are wont to 
tell in time. 

And now to conclude. One thing is certain; if our 
heart is so set on doing good, that we will persist in 

' Pa. Ixii. fi (Prayer Book Version). * Prov. xvi. 7. 
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the attempt patiently, as well as humbly, and in the 
fear of God, He will accept and reward our endeavours, 
whether He crown them with success or not. Nehe- 
miah finishes his account of his labours, as I observed 
to you before, with prayer : " Remember me, O my 
God, for good." It is not in any spirit of aelf-right- 
eousoess that he says this; for he had said before, 
" Spare me, according to the greatness of thy mercy* ;" 
but his words teach us to remember the saying of the 
Psalmist, " Thou, Lord, art merciful, for Thou rewardest 
every man according to his works^;" and that is sound 
doctrine of our Church, in her Article, which we shall 
do well to write upon our hearts, "Albeit that good 
works, which are the fruits of Jaith, and follow af^er 
justification, cannot put away our sins, and endure the 
severity of God's judgment ; yet are they pleasing and 
acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring out neces- 
sarily of a true and lively faith; insomuch that by 
them a lively faith may be as evidently known as a 
tree discerned by the fruit'." 

• Neh. Kiii. 22. ' Ps. Ixii. 12 (Prayer Book Version ). 
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